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^ECT CORONA HARVEST 

CCNFiO£N]lJll| do 8 n ,° t ° !STRO ’' 

Ccrabat Aircrew Recovery in Southeast Asia 

CATA10GED ^ , / 

Hq USAF (AFCCS) OO O 3 S <0 (o 

1 . (S) The Commander MATS, and the Commander IRS, qq^ iucted 

personal tours of Southeast Asia Combat Air R< jcue/Rec^eryu^^^^^^^^^^ 
during September-October 1965. Conditions enraSteredBe^ss™"^™ 
respective visits clearly revealed 'unacceptable deficiencies and 
limitations throughout the entire Combat Recovery System. On 
28 October 1965, the Commander MATS presented a formal briefing *# 

(Attachment lM to the Chief of Staff, USAF, and selected members 
of the Air Staff, on this subject. This briefing covered background, 
current situation, deficiencies, corrective actions in process, and 
specific reccmmendaticns to Headquarters USAF for further 
improvements. The Chief of Staff directed that a letter be sub¬ 
mitted outlining the problems encompassed in this briefing with 
specific recommendation to correct this serious situation. 

2 . (s) Current deficiencies in combat aircrew recovery capability 
are direct results of failure to recognize this requirement as a 
distinct combat mission, and failure to develop compatible combat 
aircrew recovery resources concurrently with development cf 
tactical mission capability. The USAF rescue/recovery force cf 
the Korean War era was reduced to only 58 fixed-wing aircraft by 
September 1961, and all Air Rescue recovery helicopters were 
retired. Under the concept that war contingency tasks should be 
accomplished as an extension of peacetime efforts using the same 
resources. Air lescue Service efrorts were limited to peacetime 
tasks. The woefully inadequate aircrew recovery capability in 
Southeast Asia today is concrete evidence of the invalidity of this 
concept. Rescue aircraft and equipment designed for wartime roles 
will almost always fulfill peacetime mission requirements. However, 
similar resources developed solely for peacetime activity generally 
fail to satisfy wartime requirements. The Introduction of non-combat 
equipped recovery forces Into Southeast Asia as an interim measure 
and crash modification/procurement programs vhich result in 
minimum acceptable capability, at excessive cost. Illustrates the 
■urgent need for orderly development of an adequate combat aircrew 
recovery force. An in-being aircrew recovery force, fully capable 
of operation in combat or peacetime environments, is essential to 
meet foreseeable requirements. In May 1965, the Ixxsander MATS 
reacted to the initial recognition of this mission, contained In USAF 
Wartime Guidance Document of March 1965 , with a comprehensive ARS 
Projected Requirements Study. This Study, which set forth the 
doctrine and force posture essential to meet global requirements, 
should be used as a guide to cnaate the necessary recovery capability. 

To achieve the required force posture, the following elements are 
essential: 
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a. The combat aircrew recovery mission must be recognized, 
at all levels, as a clear and distinct USAF task which requires the 
development and maintenance of an in-being force of specially trained 
personnel and mission compatible equipment. 


V *>• Developaent Q f the combat aircrew recovery capability must 
be expedited to attain a level consistent with that of air technology 
applied to tactical forces. 


c. Those policies which, in the past, have resulted in complete 
degradation of combat aircrew recovery capability, must be revised 
^2n^- th r ^essential capability is kept apace, the state-of-the-art 
advances in tactical force capabilities regardless of peace or war 
conditions. 


3. (S) Recovery forces in Thailand and Viet -Nam to respond to 

expanding tactical mission activity consist of one squadron and 10 
helicopter detachments equipped with 28 helicopters. In addition, 
nine fixed-wing aircraft are maintained TDY in the area to provide 
mission control and extended search capability. Preplanned 
missions, in response to 2nd Air Division frag orders, consist of 
fixed-wing rescue aircraft orbiting at forward locations to monitor 
s rike activities and to provide SAR mission control and coordination 
as required. Helicopters, staging from forward operating 

Ecrambled and directed by the orbiting mission control 
aircraft which requests and controls tactical aircraft to suppress 
hostile activity in the recovery area. In addition, rescue forces 
maintain an alert posture at operating locations to respond to 
unforecast rescue requirements. Aircraft and equipnent currently 
in use are not adequate for the mission. The HU-16B and HC-54D 
are restricted in altitude and airspeed and cannot effect personnel 
recoveries from land surfaces. Recovery capability is limited to 

™;M hexiC ° Pt t rS , de6igned for short -range local base rescue missions 
“ d bb * severely limited water landing capability of the HU-16 
amphibian. In addition to operational deficiencies of current rescue 
aircraft, location and recovery of personnel is limited by the following: 


a. Inadequate personal survivor communications and visual 
signaling devices. 


b. lack of navigational aids at forward operating locations. 


areas C Qf l0Catl0nS aC “ 68lble to northeastern 


d. Limited night combat recovery capability. 

e. Limited refueling equipment at forward operating locations. 

f. Inadequate suppressive armament for recovery helicopters. 
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g. Inadequate organization, command and control of rescue and 
recovery units in SEA. 

h. Outdated combat recovery doctrine, tactics and procedures. 

These items are discussed in detail in Attachments 1 through 13. 

4. (s) As of 28 October 1965, limiting factors notwithstanding, 70 
combat personnel have been rescued including 36 USAF, 15 USN, 

15 USA, and 4 VNAF. During the same time period, 177 rescue 
requests were received resulting in a totally unacceptable effectiveness 
rating of 3L per cent. Significant improvement in recovery mission 
effectiveness is vital to our combat effort. 

5. (s) A thorough study of the deficiencies that exist in the Air Rescue 
Service which seriously limit their capability to accompl i sh assigned 
tasks, vividly points out corrective actions that are of an immediate 

and urgent nature. Seme of the deficiencies can be corrected by this 
headquarters and action is being taken. However, corrective actions 
that are beyond the capability of this command are enumerated below: 

a. The lack of recognition of the combat aircrew recovery role 
precludes the support that Air Rescue Service needs to develop the 
combat capability required. Publication of a new AFR 20-5^ which 
establishes combat aircrew recovery as a valid mission of Air Rescue 
Service is needed. (dee Attachment 1) 

b. The rotary wing aircraft being used by the Air Rescue Service 
for combat recovery are woefully inadequate in terns of range, 
instrument flight capability, armor, and speed. Aircraft that were 
designed to satisfy peacetime requirements were diverted and 
marginally modified for combat use. Delivery of HH-3E helicopters 
should be accelerated commensurate with the ability to train aircrew 
and support personnel. (See Attachment 2) 

c. Due to the requirement for operations deep into enemy terri¬ 
tory, extended range is a paramount consideration. Even with new 
type aircraft, this extended range and loiter capability can only be 
realized by air-to-air refueling. Development of an operational 
air-to-air refueling system must be accelerated. (See Attachment 3) 

d. The inability of rescue aircraft to suppress enemy ground 
fire lengthens the time that the combat crewman is exposed. 

Suppressive armament now being provided rescue crews and aircraft 
is inadequate to suppress enemy ground action and recoveries are 
being delayed awaiting the arrival of tactical aircraft to provide the 
necessary suppressive fire. Selection, testing, and provision of 
suppressive armament for helicopters must be accomplished without 
delay. (See Attachment M 
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e. Due to the stepped up activities over the past few months, 
experience has demonstrated inadequacies of rescue organization 
and command and control of rescue units in Southeast Asia. USAF 
approval of the proposed AES reorganization, as outlined in MATS 
1st Indorsement, 14 September 1965, subject: ARS Activites in 
Southeast Asia, is needed. (See Attachment 5) 

f. Due to weather and range requirements, rescue units must 
operate from forward locations which are accessible to northeastern 
areas of North Viet-Nam. Forward operating locations are available 
west of North Viet-Nam. However, due to the lack of any friendly 
territory east of North Viet-Nam, accessibility to Northeastern Viet- 
Nam is extremely limited. Consideration should be given to providing 
appropriate surface vessels with helicopter pads. These vessels 
could be stationed near the eastern coast line of North Viet-Nam and 
provide helicopters with a faster response to rescue requests in 
Northeast Viet-Nam. (See Attachment 6) 

g. The equipment now being provided to the aircrew members for 
personal survival is inadequate. The personal survival equipment is 
deficient in range and battery life. A high failure rate is being 
experienced as well as shortages in supply and test equipment. 

Development of more reliable and more rugged personal survival 
equipment must be effected. (See Attachment 7) 

h. Visual signal devices such as pen-gun flares and strobe 
lights are practically useless in a combat situation. Visual signaling 
devices suitable for use under combat conditions must be made 
available. (See Attachment 8) 

i. Since rescue aircraft must operate from forward operating 
locations in order to provide the necessary range over enemy terri¬ 
tory, improvement in navigational aids and ground equipment at 
forward locations is urgent. (See Attachments 9 and 11) 

6. (S) In addition to the actions outlined above which deal primrily 

with the immediate and near term period, steps must be taken to 
improve ARS capability in the future. Implementation of the following 
recommendations are essential to acquire the combat aircrew recovery 
capability needed today and to insure availability of a mission compatible 
force to meet future requirements: 

a. A Joint MATS (ARS)/TAC/AFSC Combat Aircrew Recovery 
Systems Test force should be established on a permanent basis to 
evaluate aircraft tactics, techniques and related aircrew survival 
equipment for suitability parlor to employment in combat environ¬ 
ments. Other commands should be represented as required. 

b. Within the Air Staff, a Program Element Manager (RW) 
should be designated nto direct cohesive action and response for 
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prompt development and acquisition of the required Combat Aircrew 
Recoveiy System. Only by this means can fragmentation of effort 
be eliminated and the necessary capability be acquired at minimum 
cost. Initial action should include: 

(1) Initiation of necessary actions to expedite installation 
of aerial refueling capability in those HC-I3OH and HH-3E aircraft 
destined for SEA. 

(2) Acceleration of HH-3E deliveries (SOfi 190-2) to provide 

a total of 32 aircraft and attendant resources in SEA as soon as possible, 
but not later than end CY 66. (See Attachment 3) 

(3) Selection and acquisition of suitable automatic weapons 
for immediate installation on combat aircrew recovery helicopters to 
improve mission effectiveness and provide self-protection. 

W Establishment of a study group to evaluate missile 
electronic locator devices and other advanced technology for possible 
application to personal survival equipment. Development and procure¬ 
ment techniques similar to Big Safari should be used to expedite 
resolution of this problem area. 

(5) Provide monitorship for the activities of the joint test 
force recommended in paragraph 5a above. 

c. AFSC should be directed to establish a group within its 
existing advanced technology branch tasked with the specific 
responsibility to determine future rescue/recovery requirements 
and to insure that capability is kept abreast of state-of-the-art 
developments. Initial efforts for this group would include evaluation 
of the SOR 210 and other v/STOL aircraft as potential rescue/recovery 

•rehicles. 

d. Appropriate directives must be revised to establish combat 
aircrew recovery as a separate and distinct USAF mission to provide 
adequate emphasis for development of the required force. 

7. (U) It is urgently requested that Headquarters USAF endorse and 
implement the recommendations contained herein to make available 
adequate combat aircrew recovery capability to support tactical 
air operations. 

8. (U) this letter is classified Secret to protect future programming 
plans/actions. 



GIEH R. BIRCHARD 

MaJ Gen, USAF 

Vice Ccnmander 
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PRO#CT CORONA HAf<\ :£y 

DO NOT DESTROY 


13 Jul . 65 . 


Ccmbat Rescue/Recovery Tactics 


CATALOGED a,TA '- CSED 


1 . (S) The USAF Wartime Guidance (WG) document, 1 Mar 1965, specifies 
in part that MATS will provide trained and equipped combat ready search 
and rescue units to perform world-wide air recovery services with 
specific tasks of providing rescue coverage for aerial lines of communi¬ 
cation and support of combat operations. The MATS Short Range Wartime 
Requirement Plan (WPS) specifies in part that ARS will train and equip 
combat ready search and rescue units in support of combat operations 
and that recovery and evacuation of downed aircrews in enemy territory 
will be of primary importance in supporting tactical and strategic 
operations. 

2 . (s) Actions are currently in progress to provide a force of 16 HH -3 
aircraft in RVN for the ACR mission. There also appears to be a strong 
possibility that supplemental 1966 funding may be provided to procure 

15 additional HH -3 aircraft to be located in ConUS. These aircraft and 
crews will provide a base for rotation of trained crews to and from RVN 
and will also provide an interim standby capability to respond to a second 
front situation, should one develop prior to the planned build-up of the 
combat recovery forces. 

3 * (S) Due to the fact that combat aircrew recovery has not been an 

assigned mission of ARS since the deactivation of the 8 AR Gp., formal 
procedural documents governing the prosecution of rescue/recovery missions 
in a combat zone are lacking. In addition, the experience level and know¬ 
how that was available as a result of previous ACR responsibilities has 
been diluted or depleted through retirement, transfer, or other loss of 
the personnel involved. 

U. (U) It is strongly recommended that action be taken to formulate 
a procedural manual based an current experience in RVN which can serve 
as a basis for ccmbat recovery operations in any war zone and which may 
also be used as a basis for training replacement crews. The manual would 
be upgraded as experience is gained in the ACR role and changed or sup¬ 
plemented as required for various theater conditions and levels of con¬ 
flict. Consideration must be given to the use of fixed wing aircraft, 
as well as helicopters, including long range behind-the-lines recovery 
operations. Camsunications procedures will, of course, be of the utmost 
importance . 


5> (U) The ccmbat rescue/recovery manual may emerge as a sole source 

doctn^t for ACR operations, of value not only to ARS but also to the 
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major operating combat commands. Instructions to the tactical or strategic 
crews could be included which would assist ABS in expediting recovery. As 
the USAF agency charged with the accomplishment of the ACR mission, AES 
has a responsibility to pursue this project without delay. 

6. (U) If any assistance is required from ARXDC in the formulation of 

this document, a project officer will be appointed to assist the ARODC 
project officer as required. Your comments are invited. 


BESTCW E. RUDOLPH 
Colonel, USAF 
DCS/Plans 
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CONFiD^lipL DCIOT DESTROY 


Not 6, 1968 


Subject: CORONA. HARVEST Study (U) (AEXDC ±r, 3 Oct 68) 

No_ 

TO: AEXDC I__ 


ATA'.CCrO 


1. (U) The following background information is provided as requested 
in your letter. 

a. Period assigned to SEA: 10 Jan 62 to 2 Apr 62. 

b. Designation of unit to which assigned: SAR Center in the AOC, 
which eventually became Det 3. PARRC. 

c. Duty assignment while in SEA: SAR Controller. 

d. Type of aircraft assigned: None. 

2. (C) The following is a narrative of events during the period of 
assignment: 

a. We Initially went to Tan Son Nhut A£ to establish a SAR Center 
in the AOC, and a SAR network for South Vietnam. The authority 
establishing our unit in SEA was a PACAF Operations Order which also 
established the AOC and other actions to meet this contingency. Initial 
personnel consisted of three officers and three airmen. The SAR Center 
operated under the auspices of the 13th Air Force JSARC. We reported in 
to the AOC which was a Jamesway hut adjacent to the runway at TSN. 
Initially, facilities were inadequate in that we could, not even obtain 
a desk within the AOC. However, all functional areas were quite crowded 
and we did the best we could. Eventually (approximately 30 days) we trans¬ 
ferred to a building which housed the AOC. The initial concept of 
operations was not to Involve any ARRS aircraft in Vietnam, since the 
magnitude of the operation at that time was limited. Also, the total 


Air Rescue posture was limited. To establish a SAR network. Captain 
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McGuire and myself contacted the Army advisors to each of the Corps areas 
in Vietnam and-were authorized to arrange rescue support with the Army 
helicopter squadrons on a non-interference basis. The cooperation of 
the Army in this effort was excellent. We used the existing communications 
system as best we could to arrange contacts to alert the Army helicopters 
for search and rescue, when required. Also, the USAF forces at Bien Hoa 
composed of C-47, B-i?6j and C-123 aircraft were to be used for search 
and a communications CAP. SAR network was established through the AOC 
and the outlying ASOCs in each Corps area, and SAB procedures were 
developed for duty controllers in the ASOCs.’ In addition, we contacted 
the Navy MAAG in downtown Saigon to utilize whatever Navy forces might 
be available in the event of an emergency. The conmunication picture 
initially in South Vietnam was very poor. As a matter of fact, we (SAR 
controllers) developed the first conmunication diagram for use within the 
AOC, using all the various communication forces we had located, to assist 
us in contacting the Army, Vietnamese bases, etc. Timely SAR efforts 
were hampered by poor communications, lack of a system of filing flight 
plans and passenger lists, and the lack of an adequate flight following 
capability. More often than not, search would be initiated when an 
aircraft did not return in the evening. Although I do not paint a very 
bright picture, we did the best we could with the limited faculties 
at hand and did have an established SAR network approximately ten days 
after arrival. 

b. In my estimation, the combat aircrew recovery capability of rescue 
service in 1962 was practically nil. Hie HU-16 was limited and the HH-t3s 
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were tied to a local base rescue mission. Hie old "saw" that wartime 
SAB is an extension of peactime SAR is not adequate. Local base rescue 
and duckbutts were the main capabilities. I realize this was not the 
desire of Rescue Service, but an expediency for achieving budget re¬ 
ductions. I think one of the most important things to emphasize in the 
CORONA HARVEST Study is tiatRescue Service maintain an aircrew recovery 
capability during peacetime. We must realize that you can't fully utilize 
a wartime capability during peacetime, however, timely response and a 
capability to operate in a hostile environment must be maintained. 

c. Another item is to insure that we maintain a reaction standard 
commensurate with that of the tactical forces we are supporting, i.e., 

CONUS LBR/ACR must be ready to respond as a unit. Maintaining the 
capability to respond is not enough - the rescue unit must be alerted 
for deployment in the initial Operations order which deploys the tactical 
forces. Due to a time lag in identifying rescue requirements during the 
Gulf of Tonkin, the tactical forces always moved before we could get an 

LBR enroute. Rapid reaction can only be achieved through close coordination 
with the major command and/or Air Force component ccamander deploying 
tactical forces. 

d. We encountered great difficulty in acquiring rescue helicopters 
for Vietnam. Actually it took months of vork at PARC. We finally got 
the HH-I3F which was really too little and too late. It took a long time 
to convince Air Force that we should have HH-3 helicopters; namely, we 
needed the range and lift capability of these aircraft. Hiis has beccme 
our ACR force. I reiterate, we must maintain this ACR during peacetime. 

COHfllltNUM. 
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Another problem we encountered was breaking loose LBR rescue units from 
COHUS to support the war in Vietnam. CONUS LBR units should be identified 
to move with the tactical forces deploying overseas• It seems to me that 
it is more important to provide LBR rescue to those tactical forces 
operating In a wartime environment than to continue support in the CONUS 
if we have to make a choice between the two. With regard to the LBR unit 
deploying to Takhali AB, Thailand in June 1962, I have very little detailed 
knowledge, except that this unit was employed primarily in the classic LBR 
role. We also established a SAR Center at Don Muoang Airport in Bangkok. 
This SAR Center provided SAR control for Thailand and was operated under 
the 13th Air Force, JSARC. 

3. (U) If I can be of assistance to expand on these comments, or provide 
additional information, please contact me at extension 2847 or 2536. 

4. (u) These comments are classified CONFIDENTIAL since they reveal 
the capability to react during contingencies. 

SIGHED 

/s/ Albert R. McNamee 

ALBERT R. MCNAMEE, Lt Colonel, USAF 

Special Plans Division 
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5HD AEROSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY CSOUP 
AEROSPACE RESCUE & RECOVERY SERVICE (MAC) 
U NITE D STATES AIR FORCE 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

REPLY TO 

ATTN OF: 3RD RGCO 

SUBJECT: Commander's Monthly Letter 


If Jan 1966 

PROJECT CORONA HARVEST 


DO NOT DESTROY 


ATfTCGH' 


TO: Colonel Allison C. Brooks 
Commander 

Hq Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Service 


1. (S) Detachment 10, Bien Thuy, which was scheduled for activation on 
If December, was delayed for a period of three weeks by 2nd Air Division; 
reason being lack of facilities, communications, firefighters and medics. 
Transfer of aircraft took place on 22 December and the Detachment became 
operational at 1500 hours on 25 December. The aircraft accident at Det-^ 
achment 5 precluded placement of two "F" models at Detachment 10. An "F" 
and "B" model will be used until such time as depot repair is completed, 
allowing transfer of the second "F” model. 

2. (S) The 5th and 6th HH-3C helicopter arrived at Detachment 5, Udorn 
on 9 December. They were in commission and available for operational 
support on 15 December. 

3. (U) Precautionary orbit mission requirements during tactical take¬ 
offs have been deleted or reduced by all detachments except for the det¬ 
achment at Takhli. The host Base Ccmnander there insists that a precaution¬ 
ary orbit be provided for all tactical take-offs. Cur point in desiring 

a reduction of orbit time is to permit limited proficiency training time 
for aircrew personnel and to maintain aircraft within allocated time for 
purpose of orderly maintenance and supply support. 

If. (U) Coordination was initiated with host Base Conmanders for necessary 
logistical support which will be required by implementation of ARRS program¬ 
ming plans 5T1 and 57*f • 

5. (U) A story of Rescue activities in Southeast Asia was written for 

Time magazine by Mr. Arthur Zich, Saigon bureau. Captain Ruters of Det¬ 
achment 5 supplied the banner line story following an aircrew recovery 
mission. Our latest understanding of this is that it will be a part of 
the story of General Westmoreland being selected for the man of the year. 

In this connection, the local correspondent of the Washington Star has 
approached me regarding doing an article of the hometown release variety 
which will of course be slanted toward Rescue. 
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6 . (S) On 23 Dec 65 , the 1st Mobility Comnunications Group, acting on 

our request to the 1964 Consn Group, completed the installation of our SSB 
net. The complex includes 2 KWM-2 A's at the RCC Udorn (Compress), 2 KWM-2A's 
at Da Nang (Queen) and 3 KWM-2A's at the JSAHC Tan Son Nhut (King). We 
now have excellent SSB communication coverage of the entire SEA theater. 

7- (U) Commencing 2 December the JSARC includes the rescue aircraft status 

in their daily briefing of 2AD Commander. The prior procedure of including 
our status in the 6250th Support Group briefing often resulted in erroneous 
information being presented. By briefing the status ourselves we more 
closely associate the aircraft with rescue and the status is more up to 
minute than the figures carried by base materiel. 

8 . (c) During the month of December we prosecuted 76 missions which re¬ 
sulted in 11 combat saves and 5 non-combat saves. Of special interest is 
the number of search sorties conducted for three lost aircraft. Although 
93 of the total 105 sorties were flown by aircraft from units other than 
rescue, the missions were directed by rescue controllers. Throughout the 
entire searchs it was apparent that a definite lack of communications existed. 
Sometimes hours would go by without contact with the search aircraft result¬ 
ing in a sense of futility and frustration on the part of the controllers. 
Since the likelihood of more search missions seems inevitable the need for 
UHF and VHF communications in the JSARC and RCC's appears to be mandatory. 

The size of our present facilities will not accommodate any more equipment, 
however we have requested more suitable quarters and are studying the prob¬ 
lem with a view toward ins tall ation of the radio equipment, as a part of 

the overall move. 

9 . (U) In an effort to keep all of the tactical units in SEA familiar 
with Search and Rescue procedures, we give briefings to all newly arrived 
units and repeat briefings to all units on a frequent basis. We have 
developed a briefing that can be utilized by each of our detachments which 
is designed to improve the quality of information provided. We are contin¬ 
uing to aggressively pursue our slogan of "REDUCE REACTION TIME". Our efforts 
are apparently paying dividends as 95 * of all missions were launched in less 
than 5 minutes including required refueling. 

10. (U) We received Budget Authorization for 3RD ARRGP effective FY 3 / 66 . 

The amount we received was the total requested for FY 2 through 4/66. This 
could possibly cause some problems in spending these funds ($ 19 , 905 ) in the 
remaining two quarters. 

11. (U) Plans have been developed to establish administrative operating 
procedures for 3RD ARRGP. Group directives are being prepared. Consoli¬ 
dated Group publication requirements are being compiled and will be for¬ 
warded to Hq ARRS within the next two weeks. We will prepare a letter to 
ARRS, Director of Administrative Services requesting that MAC and ARRS 
publications be sorted out by series, to preclude the tresiendous workload 
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experienced when we received our Command publications last September for 
the 38 th ARS. We received about 6 boxes of publications all intermingled 
and in no semblence of order. It took 6 clerks 18 days (lh hours per day) 
to segregate and sort out needed publications from housekeeping publications 
which were also uneeded. I would like to preclude this happening again 
since we cannot afford the loss in productive manhours. 

12. (u) Many actions initiated by the 2AD materiel people several months 

ago have finally began to pay off with a resultant vast improvement in 
supply support. Although the transportation situation through normal 
channels continues to be a problem an increased use of courrier flights 
to deliver NORS parts through the postal system has reduced the HORS time 
on an average of two days per aircraft. large items must continue through 
transportation channels, however property has been moving faster due to 
the HORS Expedite System at 8 th Aerial Port becoming operational. Instances 
of lost or delayed property have been decreasing throughout the month. 

13- (U) A program begun last September to increase the amount of available 

supplies in stock has been showing results. The long resupply line from 
WRAMA now seems to be filling up. By increasing stock levels to a realistic 
point the number of items available for issue has doubled. Problem areas in 
long delivery times are still evident for selected items which are in short 
supply everywhere. WRAMA has included a buy of 25 sets of HH-U3 blades 
specifically for our use which should alleviate our present blade shortage 
to some extent. An improved manpower situation at FB 5269 BASO has aided 
in the proper receipt and storage of property. A tremendous backlog has 
been reduced to three days in property accounting. AFLC has input 72 TOY 
people for storage and property accounting purposes, and has been instru¬ 
mental in the reduction of this backlog. Because of the size of the supply 
account a wall-to-wall inventory has been cancelled. An inventory by Federal 
Stock Class has been scheduled and should begin in January. 

(U) Activity begun in Hovember to have each Detachment supported by 
their host Base Supply has resulted in positive actions by all but two 
bases. At this time Detachments 3, 6 , 7, and Det Provisional First are 
receiving support through their host Base Supply. Beginning 1 January 
at least two additional bases in Thailand, Detachments 4 and 5, will also 
receive their entire support from their host Base Supply, providing 13th 
AF concurs. This action should reduce bottleneck problems presently en¬ 
countered by sending all property into FB 5269- Transportation difficulties 
caused by transhipnent of property will diminish with this conversion. A 
great deal of lateral support will be required for a period of at least 90 
days until property begins flowing into the various new Base Supply accounts. 
Detachments 9 and 10 will be base supported as soon as facilities are 
completed at Plelku and Bien Thuy. At Takhli last week I had to sleep in 
the trailer with the Deputy Wing Commander and therefore became well 
acquainted with him and also got to know the new DM very well. He assured 
me that they will do everything to assume the account of our Detachment 2 
there by the end of January. The Detachment also has much equipoent which 
needs to be turned in as excess of their needs and they hope to be able to 
accomplish this in the near future. 
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15 . (C) I have visited all units now and am real pleased with progress 

being made in just about all areas of endeavor. At Ubon they have just 
moved into a new hutment and about half of it is airconditioned for a crew 
lounge and administrative area. At Takhli they have started building a 
large leanto alongside their hutment which will allow them to discontinue 
operating from the many Conex boxes. At Korat their biggest problem is 
dust control in their landing area. About the most Gung-ho outfit is the 
one at Pleiku. They have continued to add to the building that they start¬ 
ed from scratch, now they have a macadum parking area and have built such 
an outstanding bunker that the Wing Comnander told he he would probably 
take it over for a command post in the event of an attack. I am extremely 
proud of this group, who are all TDY, including one officer from Thule. 

16. (s) In my last letter I mentioned a possible move of the Dep of 2AD 

from Udorn to Korat. I am now informed that this move will be delayed prob. 
ably until next September. Major General Bond, the new 2AD deputy at Udorn 
is presently here and General Myers asked me at a party last night to stand 
by to brief him on Rescue sometime today. This party, by the way, was in 
honor of Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. Brown who has been here since Sun¬ 
day. I hit quite a bonanza at this affair because of my personal friend¬ 
ship with an old rescue hand, Brig General Bill McBride who has been in the 
office of the Secretary for several years. He took me over to meet the 
Secretary and told him that I headed up rescue in the area. The Secretary 
then went into a 5 minute discourse on what a fine reputation rescue had 
back home, what we were doing, etc. He seemed very knowledgeable of the 
subject. I suggested perhaps he would like to meet some of the troops 
at Udorn who have participated in some of the missions. He not only want¬ 
ed to but seemed eager and so it has been arranged for today during his 
visit there. I called Gen Murphy at 0730 and he is laying it on so that 
Major Haynes, plus at least one pilot who has been involved in a recovery, 
will spend some time with the Secretary and he will visit the unit and see 
the equipment, etc. General Murphy is also going to ask the Secretary to 
present the Purple Heart to SSgt Naugle for wounds received on mission No. 
1110. We got the medal on the courier last night and it had arrived this 
AM. 

17. (U) We have been having quite a problem here because of the unsatis¬ 
factory location and facilities of the helicopter section. We think we have 
it resolved and the CES people are preparing plans for a new location, poss¬ 
ibly two hutments with one of them having an airconditioned lounge. An 
area has to be paved or PSP'd, however there are already communications 
lines and power in the area so it should work out very well and is ideally 
located. Ground should be broken around 20 January and not later than 1 
February. 

18 . (O) I would appreciate any information available on the CONUS force 
structure for ARRS effective around 1 / 67 . Many people here are going to 
have to forecast in the very near future for their rotation. Moat people 
would like to forecast for ARRS however neeed to know what and where units 
will be located. I realize this would be a guesstiaation or a WAG but 
anything would help. 
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19 . (U) I am looking forward to visits from the staff and had anticipated 
that those who were unable to come with Col Beaudry would be getting their 
requests in before now. It appears that a turn down my be in store for 

Lt Col McKinley and SMSgt Woodall, primarily because of the short time notice 
and my assurance that we would not be asking for waivers to the 30 day not¬ 
ification except in emergencies. The request was ill timed also because of 
the current overloading and billeting problem. 

20. (U) I still need a secretary badly to assist in alleviating the admin¬ 
istrative backlog and hope some progress is being made on my previous request. 
In the meantime, a couple of your old friends have volunteered to move over 
here when and if I get the authorization. However I'm sure they may be more 
than a GS-5 and doubt if my initial authorization would be any more (anyless 
would be almost impossible to fill). 

21. (u) Communications still remain one of our biggest and most frustrating 
problems even though we did manage to get two more telephone during the 
month. I recently received an airmail letter from Udorn that was 12 days 

in getting here. Airmail from Orlande usually takes 5 days. We are still 
receiving some airmailed messages and not getting the electrically sent copy. 

22. (u) Some miscellaneous items you may be interested in: 

a. The new exchange is now open and operating under the AFEX system 
rather than Navy. 

b. The area behind the BOQ where you lived is now just about filled 
with 50-60 foot trailers and the Generals are living in a cluster of three 
sited in a U shape with an enclosed patio and porch affair filling the 
inside part of the U. 

c. Ground has been broken and the foundation started for the new 2AD 
addition where we hope to have the Group and JSARC one of these days. 

23 . (U) Please thank Major Johnson and the 01 staff for their quick response 
to my request for pictures of ARS aircraft. The package arrived here today. 

2k. (u) If I seem to get somewhat detailed in these letters it is only 

because I know of your intense interest in the happenings here and your 
intimate familiarity with the situation and the operational environment. 

Sincerely, 


ARTHUR W. BEALL, Col, USAF 
Commander 


Copy to: Col Smith 
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Commander's Monthly Letter 

Colonel Allison C. Brooke 
Commander 

Hq Aerospace Rescue St Recovery Service 


PRC- ..CT CORONA HARVEST 

DO NOT DESTROY 

m :;:™ 


1. (U) For the first time since arrival I'm sitting here as I write 
looking up at ray NORS(G) status board and there is not a single item 
listed. With the receipt of the HH-3 AFU last night we were able to 
wipe the board clean. I think all levels became involved in render¬ 
ing assistance and it is certainly appreciated. A 50$ reliability 
rate for this item and an inadequate depot stockage of APU's has 
resulted in this one aircraft being HORS for 21 days this month. 

This is an area where MAC will have to work thru AFLC to insure that 
an adequate buy program is in effect and that sufficient stocks are 
available to meet our requirements. 

2. (U) In fact the most significant event during the month of January 
concerning our Supply Section was the lowering of the NORS rate. 

Receipt of dynamic Hi-Value components has been the primary contributing 
factor to this improvement. A daily status check between PARRC, ARBS, 
WRAMA and the 3rd ARRGp has provided an immediate respcnse to meet any 
particular demand. The majority of our NORS hours were accumulated 
during the periods when required items were in transportation between 
Detachments giving lateral support. The bases have been very helpful 

in the lateral support area. F r example about a week ago the base 
at Korat sent a C-UJ to Tan Son Nhut just for the purpose of picking 
up a set of blades for our unit there. Thl6 type of support, helps us 
immeasurably. 

3. (C) Future requirements for Detachment at Phan Rang have been 
initiated during this past month. Although there 16 no completed Base 
Supply at Phan Rang there is a contingent from FB 5261 working in Base 
Supply at Tan Son Nhut. Completed actions during January were the 
screening of stocks here and issue of AGE on hand to Hian Rang to 

be held in 6toek pending the arrival of our people for Detachment 1. 

For those items requited but not on hand a requisition was submitted 
to WRAMA with info copies sent t PARRC and AHRS. These items will 
be sent directly to BASO at Phan Rang and upon arrival they will be 
segregate'; and held for our unit. Because of a lack t Phan Rang 
supply personnel, we filled out the requisitions for them. All AGE 
requirements are now either xi hand at than Rang being held for us 
or on order to dep ,t. (- ' 


Reproduced o n 
by authority of_j 
Copy t / o i 


t . Roproduosd 

_cyls)." 


coMmm 


r ew<e<i«»e n ’ rv* I 

“i : s ri"_I 

ft^yDc (6'iiq 



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 







THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


. jii jy iu*! wi l»ii'J 

- * . r o 






CONFIDENTIAL "* 


4. (II) B. ginning *-his month, and Lnuing thru next month, whs the 
requisition of the Material. Control Listing of aircraft spare- 

serve as initial steckage at FB 5281 Phan Hang. All stocks will t .aid 
in u T . FB 5281 thus preventing any problem of MOB support from FB e If < at 
Tan Son Nhut. Prompt filling of our requests made thru FB 5201 t Wi-AMA 
will insure supply support for Det 1. The BA SO at Phan Rang is e pi -ted 
to be fully operational on or about 1 March 1966 . 

5. (U) Host Base support for our Detachments has been a contii .ing pr >- 
cess during this past month. Takhli Base Supply began supportii-g our Det 
2 at the beginning f toe m 11 th. Support for Det 5 at Udom has teen de¬ 
layed but we presently have a representative at Udom to determine the 
cause f r this delay and try to speed up their supporting our unit. Dets 
9 and I are still receiving support from Tan Son Nhut BASO FB 5269 but 
at the present time 2AD DM is pressing Pleiku and Bien Thuy to assume 
responsibility for supporting their own aircraft. The problem in this 
area is a lack of proper facilities at both locations. They will begin 
to lay in stock for us as soon as they can possibly become operational. 

It is anticipated that Pleiku will be the first with support beginning 
sometime this month. 

6 . (U) There were many significant organizational actions initiated 
during January 1966 . The following is a complete recap of actions dir¬ 
ected by ARRS Pr igra-ming Flan 571 • 

Activation f 3rd ARRGp plus Dets I&2 effective 8 Jan 66 . 

Aetivati.n f 37th ARRSq & Dot 1 effective 3 Jan 66 . 

Redes ignati n -f 38 th ARSq t. 38 th ARRSq effective 3 Jan 66 . 

Moved Det 1, 38th ARRSq frees Bakhon Phan an AB, Thailand to Phan 
Rang AB, RVN cn 15 Jan 66. 

Deactivate Detachment Provisional First and activated Det 8 , 38 th 
ARRSq at Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN effective 18 Jan 66 . 

Activated Det 11, 38 th ARRSq, Tuy Hoa AB, RVN effective 18 Jan 66 . 

" TE: There were no personnel assisted t the f Hawing units: 

37 th ARRSq and its Det 1; Det 1, 38 th ARRSq, Det 11, 38 th ARRSq. 

7* (U) Activation of 3rd ARRGp aused a complete revi 6 ixi of operatlug 

procedures with the Group and 38 th ARRSq. Gr mp directives were wri’ten 
and published and files established. However, the larges * change was In 
Internal operating procedures on pr cessing incoming and outg ing corr- 
sp idence and messages. Canfusi n reigned fra sh rt peri <1 however, 
flow f administrative personnel acti ns have sm thed ut. We are ac¬ 
tually functioning as one unit, i.e. ur true descriptive designation 
c -Id conceivably be Hq 3rd ARBG/38th ARRS. 
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6 . (U) The manning of Det 8, 38 th ARRSq with PCS personnel was 

accomplished in late January. TDY personnel are to be released lor 
return to ConllS in first week of February on a one for one basis. 

To accomplish this it was necessary to au@sent this detachment with 
TDY personnel from within our own resources. 

9. (U) Adjustment of tours in SEA, in accordance with Hq USAF message 
AFCUC to AIMAJCCM 421/66/66, 22 Jan 66 , is currently under stud; and 
until guidelines from Hq ARRS are received (requested in my message 
RGAD 00060 1 Feb 66 ) the full impact on rotation of personnel, if any, 
cannot be fully determined. 

10. (s) I hear informally that Gen Bond is taking the position that 
the proposed move of the Deputy Commander 2AD/l3th AF from Udom to 
Korat should be cancelled. It would be more advantageous to us if 
this came to pass and I will be following the situation with interest 
and keep you informed. There are several newly programmed units for 
Udom and it had been proposed that Hakhon Fhanom be converted to a 
strictly Recovery force base, with the HC-13Gs, one HH-3 unit and the 
A-ls to all be stationed there. A study was made of this and presented 
to Gen Simler this week. Although the move would have obvious oper¬ 
ational advantages the study concluded that logistically it would he 
very impractical and too costly to be feasible. There is inadequate 
fuel storage, the PSP runway would have to be replaced for the 13 c 
operation, additional housing built, etc. We will not move our forces 
there. Of course we will have to continue to TDY our crews there as 

in the past and this is now becoming an expensive operation since 13 th 
AF IG wrote up the base for footing this bill and we will have to start 
paying our own way. An increase in our budget request has been 
submitted. The daily requirements for deployments to forward locations 
is an expensive operation. We knew we should have been paying for this 
but were keeping mum about the situation. 

11. (s) The installation of TACAH at Lima 36 has been on and off again 
for the past couple of months. I do not know if it will ever be 
resolved. The only place they can install it is down in a kind of bcwl 
which makes reception unsatisfactory and there are no secure areas in 
the upper elevations. Speaking of this location, intelligence reports 
indicate possible insecure conditions during night time so we have been 
moving in every morning and withdrawing at night. Primarily this adds 
to our flying time and reduces our night recovery posture. With the 
added night activity we have stepped up our night posture in this area. 

12. (S) With the cessation of bombing in the DRV and the resultant 
reduction in SAR mission activity it could possibly be assumed that 
the workload here is reduced. I assure you that such is not the cas 
The sortie rate for Just about all combat units increased during this 
period and we had the sane alert and airborne conmltnents thrrnighout 
this period. In fact my guess is that the total flying time, 
particularly f the fixed wing units, increased during this peri d. 
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13. (s) The activation and jpening of the base at Tuy Hoa is very much 
up in the air with the probability that it may be cancelled. I'm told 
the decision is at C INC FAC for reeolution. I'll advise when it it. firm. 

14. (U) During the month of January much time and effort was devoted to 
improving air crew knowledge of rescue procedures, which has rest ted in 
improved command relationship. On 7 - 12 January Capt Arauj, be: r Con¬ 
troller, JSARC represented 3d Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group on the 
2D Air Division briefing team, which visited the newly arrived aircraft 
carrier Ranger. During the visit Capt Arauj gave 11 separate briefings 
which, from all reports, were well received, and should do much to im¬ 
prove aircrew morale. 

15. (U) Also, briefings were given to the crews of incoming units on ait 
average of two per week. Proof that the briefings are effective is in¬ 
dicated in the following example: 

a. On 15 Jaiuary Lt Col Karschner gave a briefing at Cam Ranh Bay 
to approximately 200 crew members of the 12th Tactical Fighter Wing. 

On the following day 2 F-4C crewmembers, who were in the audience, bailed 
out and were picked up by a HH-3C from Det 5* The operation officer of 
the 12th TFV personally called us on the telephone to tell us that all 
concerned were convinced that the information gained the day before had 
done much for the peace of mind of the crew members while they were on 
the ground, and tliat the rescue was considerably facilitated because these 
crewmembers were familiar with the rescue procedures. This type of air¬ 
crew rescue education is made possible by the increase in rescue super¬ 
visory personnel in the theater since^October 1965 . 

16. (U) Although there has been a slight delay in the ground-breaking 
for the new location of the LBR section here, this past week they have 
acquired a new trailer and are moved in and are operational in it, and 
are now independent of the Navy on whom they had been dependent for an 
operations facility. When the new area has been leveled off we have 
agreed to lay our own PSP, the base will pour the foundation for the 
hootches and we will erect the prefabricated buildings. We will retain 
the new trailer when we move and are anticipating the do-it-yourself ki . 
any day now. 

17. (U) Maj John Peterson has arrived here from the 48th Sq and Is as¬ 
signed to 2AD. Although I would have liked t< have had him in my plans 
slot he will be most helpful to us in his present position. He is the 
SAR officer in 2AD Hq and also responsible for Life Support Equipment and 
other projects relating to SAR. We work very closely with whoever fills 
this position and it is certainly to ur advantage to have an id Rescue 
head in lt. 


cinienM 
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18 . (U) Much of our time and efforts over the past couple of « nt if 

as been expended in putting out fires and responding to emergency au¬ 
ditions throughout the system. As we have gotten our procedures a- i 
c nurds established we Eire becoming more and more able to perf rm 
supervisory functions and furnish the necessary assistance to the »ut- 
rdinate units to mold ourselves into the professional organiza' i •. we 
must be. For example, we arc in the process at the present time f 
pc?rforming our first "in depth" safety survey. We kicked this pr g-'im 
off at Danarig, where we feel the biggest problem exists. 


Since rely, 

Signed 

ARTHUF W. BEALL, Colonel, USAF 
C -nmander 


Copy to: Cndr EAKRC 
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bath U CaTfatta Mi U Cal Ib aa rt aa. Thing* ara I* aa*y gang at 

ggnra far tha racat^t af Dat 1. Cal ** a* MaJ ■allaaaa fraa 

tba 74th ta aaalat la »r ipa r lag for thla all Mi ha la iatag a* aat- 
■taMing Jab. Lt Cal Baaaillar, Naj InrU Mi MaJ Bray tram (ha JTth 
ara at Baara halplat prapara tar Dat l aai alaa parfaaalag 4*7 *• 

Alrbarna Mlaalaa - Dat 1 will ba abla ta at art aparatlag 

•laaat langlataly apaa arrival with vahlelaa, attlaa fnmltnra, ate, 

•IraadV at thatr ilapaaal. 

! J. (I) caarilaatlaa vtelta ta Ma Trans U praparatlM af Dat 12 act- 
1 rattan taring J-aa IB44 aara nccnapllahag *f *«»B 
Tha 14th Alt CmwM Blag la la a atata af ftM fra* aa 4* t« tha 
nut Mich baa aa4a ilfflault a pa iaa> 1 1 Iba laaatlaa. Baraaaaal 
O' input a ara arri vlag amt ara bring alaaai aa atattM at Ma Traag. 
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tproatieaa "fi - ^ tf % ft LhU 0—a. r ^.. 
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by authority nT Uill *• . layr dwiM ^ ^, 

Copt « 1 of I Cllil.* 
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t. (*) Tha dlMUMlai la ptraimk i 
problan vfcloh aat be tt o d >*rUUlll| 
perfona the nlsetan (w taia *a K 
intra. With tbt D*U a wt lai la 


1y belag flees hr the 


«€> far Pat 7 la baaed sn_J 3.heura par nsnth par ilrfnaa. Ddi mU 
aeon to require 37 aircraft to parfoia tha nleslea, h w aoa If w la* 
cnui the flying hour allocation to M hoars par aoath pachara M alr- 
f ranee amid parfoia tha Jsh. This again da a a met take lata eanaldera• 
tlan tap training time, ate, ear doaa It taho lata aanaldnuntIon tha 
dally req u ire—t for two aircraft to ha on oaaotaat alart at Qwoag 
Trl or ethar lacatlaa Jsat oouth of tha htt, aad paaalbly taa othars 
to ha aa alart at Haag to eevar tha araa to tha last aad Saath af 

vicinity of trios aa aa aa tha o r rra a t SB a thnf loatlaa af 8 aaald 
aaaa ta ha Indicated. Alas, If tha sltaa la aa rt hi m Laos ara mat 
raturaad ta our usa as wa cam raaala roar sight, mat rs aat oaatlaaa 
to daplay a alalaia of four aircraft to I—W aad orbit tn oaatlaaaaaly 
oa tha bsrdsr aorth of thara during haary atrlha eotlrlty, 8 B-S’s ara 
sat a d equate for tha Dot S alaalaa. Is fact Oat 3 could uoa 10 ■US'a 
at tha prasoat tins aa activity caatlonas to -taarsnsa. Ua ara sertaual; 
considering divert lag 2 af tha BO* a froa Dg£ 7 ta Oat 3 after tha 
first 3 arc la position at bet 7, Hansag, aad aa aaa taka poor tha 
c o aa ra gs a am being furnished by tha Marinas. Perhaps tha praaiaa of 
Can latsa that tha 80-18 sill be vlth us bora la SA for a long tins, 
ragardlaaa of tha pragran for phaaa-out, has sons validity. At any 
rata, sa nuot plan for tho long haul, libs eve r ysae alas la doing hare. 
Again I rsooanasd aonaldorstlan bn glean ta tala problan. 


7. (0) Sam officer and nine s 1 man oaatrsllara have reported in to 

the O rs u p . Too offloar analganante have bans cancelled CNaJ'a brain 
nd Boater) and MSgt 8111a baa not yat arrlvad. Sis of*tears and 
sight at mar have cnpl vtad tha ladactr Inst Ian training pragma and 
have boon aval good ta dilfta. Tha othars Bnuld oaaplata thalr train* 
fr Ins In approslnatoly tee weeks. All three af tha Central r s nt a rs ara 
BOO fully nannad by KS personnel. Although none af tha off tears have 
had prior experience In Istcua or central nark they should progress 
rapidly mat tha units will profit fran tha stability af tha PCS assign 


CQNhiiLi^mL 
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8. 00 At though wo don't havo «igh problem, no have hod too brook* 
Ins within tho pant nook. In an tha tcroon door «u cad on Chit hoot ah 
and a t ypewriter and an adding aachiae ana niaaing. Twa nights ago tho 
aaroan an tha alda of tha hootn ana cot and mtiir typewriter plus ag 
paraanal ralnoaat ana niaalngt snalgnia and all. Tha Afa and QCe hava 
caught tha culprits hot haaa not r aaaa a ra d tha goods as jot. They aura 

4 VJUf dopandant taansgara. My guaas la that tha goads am now in tha 
biach aarkot snasplaco. 

9. (0) A wrltar In tha araa ia la tho presses of getting OSAP/NACV 

approval to writs a hook aa SAk in SU, I will adviaa if this davolapaa 
Into a fins project hava war 1 think gut to a hit has al rea dy boon d s ns 
through tha local 10. 1 wish aa had that prionry doty 10 to taha tha 

; load off others she have plenty to do la their can field, hot aa far wa 
hava nothing on arrival. Vhm tha MAC 10 ana ant ham ia January 1 
thought an aould hava semens within 10 days. 

10. (V) Thors la a big nave ond*r ay to got poop Is onto TSg end oat 
of dsvntoep bocauao of tha swraaalng security aituation. Tha plan la 
ts havs svaryone on bam by this tins next yoar. A nan building far 
NACT ia in tha progran to ba built Just outsido af tha ns la gata dam 
toward tha civilian temiaal In that big triangle I'n am you am 
foalliar with. 

11. (0) Vary few af the maintenance paapla aba hsn arrived for tho 
37th hava any swarlaics with tha H0.16 nor am they shoving up with 
tool kits which Is gulta a problea In gattlng a nalntaoancs capability 
under any. 

• 

12. 00 The paperwork an the reorganisation proposal looks great and 
wa hope It goes through with no hitch In monrd tins. 1 mold hava 
liked ta aaa a paraeons 1 technician in Oat 1, 37 AttS but n^pom wa 
can gat along without one by doing ouch of tbair work ham. 

13. (9) Just aa wa awra gattlng up ta strength In tha operatIons shop 
said people starting ta produce and gat scats of tha back projects out of 
tha way Lt Col Xyan had to gat htnaolf shot and Cept N s ansa had ta re¬ 
turn ta tha COHUS for anorgency leave. Vo hava beard nothing fraw Cept 
Paaanm but do Sops things am working out eall for hln. Although wa 
hope ha returns to us it will certainly ba lademtood If ba doesn't. 

Ha has bean doing an outstanding Job hare and is badly niaaad. 1 had 
a wets fron Lt Cal (yen a couple of days ago. As you know ha la la tha 
hospital at Techl for sons surgical repair nark an hlg lag ousclsa. Tha 
s1us entrance bole has heal ad pretty wall but the exit hole aa tha back 
of tha lag Is still giving trouble. Its la trying to talk than Into re¬ 
leasing hln within tha next week or so end get ea back dor* here. Ho 
molly had a narrow escape which could hava bean extreseely serious. 


CONHutitiiHi 
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Sincerely. 


Aram v. 


BLALL, Calaaal. U*AT 


Copy tel WCCO 


aatirinrilTI II 
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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: RGCO 

SUBTECT: Informational Letter 

TO: ARRS (ARXDC) 

Dear Rudy, 



!V 8 

S -4 


PROJECT CORONA HARVEST 

D C 3 S T R O Y 

CATA'.OGfr 


1* I,m enclosing two messages on the IlfflJBCr'SWSPM In your letter 
of 25 February. One is free PACAF and the answer fran 2AD. The 
2AD wire is hard to read because of the chopped up fashion they are 
now using. 

2. Also find enclosed our copy of a publication we get every week 
that I thought you might find interesting if not useful. We only 
get one copy of this and if you like 1*11 send you about every 
fourth one. let me know. Be sure and not take its contents as 
gospel and a firm program because sometimes they change pretty much 
from week to week. As Col Brooks says; "stay flexible." 

3* Strange that you should mention something about when the present 
business in SEA is wrapped up because I've been giving that some 
thought also. In fact it is one of my reasons for feeling strongly 
about this unit not being under the command line of EARRC. I feel 
we should be like a task force that goes wherever the action is and 
has a capability of rapid expansion to suit that action. When no 
action is in progress (seems a remote chance from here) this unit 
6hould train and participate in tactical exercises, etc, as port of 
the exercise. It should constantly be trying to further the state 
of the art, developing and testing new life support equipment under 
operational environment, etc. It should have at least a nucleus 
which is prepared to deploy anyplace in the world and work under the 
operational control of the theatre commander involved. It should be 
an entirely independent specialised canmand with a canmand line 
direct to ARRS as I feel it should he at the present time. As far 
as I'm concerned we would be In deep trouble at the present time if 
it were not for the fact we are functioning In this manner. Ooops, 
better not get started too strongly along these lines. 

4. We certainly appreciate you getting Into the act an the fuel 
dump system and getting the thing off dead center. If I'd have had 
any idea your people weren't working on it I would have asked you 
for help long ago. We are anxiously awaiting the kits and 
instructions which have not arrived as yet. 

5. How abcxit having someone drop me a line if and when you get a 
copy of the film I asked to be sent you. The AAV5 people here sent 
It to lookout Mt for developing and the people there said they had 


DOWNCRAOfD AT • TUI IMTUrVAU 
MCiAMiriio Am* «a th 1 


f)RXDC U'3 49 
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I PROJECT CORONA HARVEST 


CONFiDENflAL 00 not desti 


23 April I966I 


CAW CC C C 


Dear Rudy, | 

When I got my letter off to you the other day my plan was to 
get this one off at the same time but there has just been too much 
happening and I f ve really been tied up. My main purpose is to 
try and recount the ups and downs of the Command and Control 
problems of this unit for as far back as I can find records. Ed 
Krafka should be able to shed seme light an the finer details 
of the situation. 

The earliest records cn file in this Hq indicate that sometime 
prior to 1 August 1965 the operational control of an rescue forces 
was vested in the Air Rescue Caaanander (Det 3 PARRC). For seme 
unknown reason, in July and August 1965, the Deputy Commander 
2 AD/ 13 AF convinced the operations staff that operational control 
of SAft forces in DRV (now NVN), Thailand and Laos should rest with 
him. (see attach- ifl)• This was confirmed by a 2 AD message 
(attach # 2 ) on 24 August 1965. Only the pre-positioning of the 
out-country SAR forces was retained by 2 AD and Det 3 PAHKC. 

Sometime around 5 November 1965 and just prior to my arrival 
there was some kind of a rhubarb over a mission that didn't go 
well because of a C&C problem. Col Ken Mask was at Udom at the 
time and sent out a message recoonte riding that ARRS regain the 
ops control of all SEA forces again- Gen Murphy happened to be 
at PACAF at the time and hit the ceiling when he saw it. Col Solth 
contacted Mask immediately and directed that he immediately rescind 
the message. Therefore the situation remained the same as it had 
been in August. 

From the November incident on we continually and perslstantly 
attempted to gain the cmfldence of 2 AD an* prove that the control 
rightfully belonged to us. acting in the name of the fi.Hr 2AD 
for all SEA SAR forces. The publication of 2 ADR 55 - 20 , 4 March 66 
however formalized the previous 2 AD directions and retained the 
out of country control at Dep Cmdr 2AD/13AF level. I understand 
you have a copy of this regulation. 

Cta 23 March Gen S lml ar, 2 AD DO called a conference to clarify 
OC procedures for SAR in SEA. This conference was prompted 
because of same misunderstanding between the TACC Airborne r ■■inn 1 
Post and our cam Crown aircraft while conducting a SAR mission 
over hostile territory. During the three days of discussion we were 
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able to convince everyone present that Operational Control logically 
belonged at a central location under one commander. Gen Myers, 

Vice Commander 2AD (now 7AF) agreed and directed that operational 
control return to 3AHRG to be exercised through the JSARC. The 
necessary amendments to directives have been drafted and should be 
in effect shortly and would have been except for the receipt of a 
proposed copy of a PACAF Reg 55 "9C which PAHRC had been working 
on without our or 7AF knowledge. Hie change to para 5 of 55-20 
is attached for your info as # 3 . 

At the time Gen Jfyers directed the return of control to the 
3rd Gp he also stated that the Crown aircraft (HC-54/130) would 
be the Airborne Mission Commander. In his words "this is the man 
I look to to actually run the rescue mission." This AMC is to 
command the local situation in the same manner as the Lt. Col. 
controllers aboard the TACC Airborne C cm bat Control Center aircraft 
(c-130s). In fact, in same areas our AMC gets most of his tactical 
support from the ACCC. Other support agencies are the various 
TACCs, DASCs, RCCs, JSARC (3rd Gp). Hiese latter links in the 
control net chain are to provide support, flight following, 
information of intelligence and other types, and maintain records, 
etc. A draft of the Airborne Mission Commanders functions approved 
by the members of the C&C conference and Gen Myers is attached (#4). 

All of this was working fine and we felt we had really made money 
until about two weeks later when we received a printers proof copy 
of BACAF Reg 55"95 which PARRC had been working an. This gave us 
operational control OK but pulled it out from 7AF, which I don't 
agree with because I think the theatre commander in a wartime 
situation should have ops control of all forces committed to the 
effort. Everything else assigned here for support is under 7AF 
under MACV. Anyway the 7AF staff is Just waiting for the formal 
reg to be published and then vent their wrath into action. I'm not 
very happy with the reg either and Col Smith said to let him know what 
I wanted but I saw by his reactions that he is going to be pretty 
adament on his position. Other Items I don't like about the new reg 
are caused by the almost ignoring of the 3AHRG position and placing 
all JSARCs in the Pacific under the supervision of PARRC, PARRC 
provides for JSARC manning rather than 3Gp. Para 3f of 55-90 is very 
unique in that the 30p JSARC is only responsible to EAHRC and exercises 
operational control for Commander PARRC, ignoring the position of 
Commander jpp • I'll enclose the printers proof copy for your perusal. 

I personally like the way 2AD 55-20 read after the revision discussed 
above. Heedless to say, I and 7AF are not very happy about the 
situation. I understand Smith insisted lt be worded as is over the 
advice of setae of his staff. 

This letter is classified only to uphold classification of 
attachments and will be downgraded upon their withdrawal. 



Sincerely, 


ARTHUR tf. BEALL, Col, USAF 
Conan der 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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ROJECT CORONA HARVEST 

DO NOT DESTROY 

28 February IM* 

CATALOGED 


Col anal Baetew Rudolph I N -> C/f J C* O l 

Hq AMS CA1XDC) | - 

Crlando APB, PXa. 

Daar Rudy, 

1, (0) Your oast Informative lattar of 11 February reeelved. The 
only reason I wanted Ca fat the Opa control Una ohaniad waa to 
aaalat In getting PAMC off our book once In a while. There are 
tinea whan I don't think they roallte wo are under 2AD. But, no 
probloni I aeoapt your explanation. 

2. (C) -**=J»»K.thlnk you are dlooouragad by the oantlnuoua slippage 
In the refuel trvg an) HH-3 cloture you should see no. 1 feel down¬ 
right dejectad-ind lugubrloua. It la oapoolally hard to taka wbon 
you alt hero and see the Job being dona at Odom with inadequate 
aeeete and are bo Iplea a to do anything about It. It la alaa hard to 
explain tha altuatlon to 2AS. I really haven't cows up with anything 
to boIp you on your March 13 talk but we are trying to find if any 

of the treesa have any private files or Info wo con obtain. I'll 
lot you know ASAP If wo ooaea up with anything In tins to do any 


J. (0) Wo have your -osi 
syetae. I won't say any i 

ayatao badly 3 eantha age 


taga an tha latest status on the fool 
lore but we surely n eeded that Interli 
and wore so today. 


4. (C) 1 had no Idea you people didn't know tha bases In Thailand 

wore run by Uth AP. This split took place loot Ally when the 2AD 
wont out freu under 13th end started working directly far PACAF. 

Can Band at Odom ta the Dap Cedr 2AD/13th AP end ha gives Con 
Meyers hare a hard ties because ha bypasses hie direst to Con Hoore 
oil the ties. In foot there la o lot of hard fooling between the 
two Headquarters. Meat operational oonerol has been delegated to 
Bend linieni all frags far bath countries ecus out of 2AD here at 
T». all, laglatlea for Thailand ore 13th AP. All logistics for 
1VB are 2AD. Operational planning for both countries is done here 
at 2AD. Operational planning for both oosostrloo lo done hors at 2AD. 
It It sounds confusing It should and you should hove to work with It 
yet. I suggest boss requ1reasonta for Thailand ga to Dap Cndr 2AD/13th 
AP with info to 2AD end l3th. For RVH direct to 2AD with Info PACAF 
SI* of osurao keeping us read In on everything b ecause we work 
closely with both. 13th has nothing to do with 2AD but decs have an 
ovwall 1AB responsibility In the area. _ a . . 4 1 



--jI Hwnd. & 
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5. (S) Consenting tha watt** of gun* an eha B-J. Ha forwardod * SECRET 

lactar t* ARXRD on 13 Da nHit *3, coneomin* the reliability af aircraft 

■aahln* gun 7.*2 GAU-1B/A. 0.1a lattar alaa Inaladad son* - 

oaooamlng eha aa 2 act ton af a weapon far aawtlng on eha B-J. t aa 
anala*lag a Oopy af tha latter la Cha awant raw haw* net aaon It. Uhila 
f'* 1 "*” •"»!< ha highly daaIraki* an our alraraft, it la a luaury aa 
eanaat afford. Tha additional aalght of guna, aanmlclon, and ginuri 
would ro.trlot our operational capability. I ballora tha noraal craw 
dawld band la tba Jab. Afelttadly, altuatlon* will arlaa 
l “* v * r » *ha guna will ba loft unattended. Tha ooat Idaal altuatlon of 
eotaraa wauld ba to raaotaly control tha guna fraa about throw position. 

In tha alraraft, aay tha Pllae, Co-Pilot and Holat oporatar. .cation*. 

Halneonana* of tho guu should not proaont such of a problan. I bollova, 
with mono training fra qualtriad factory or uunltlona p eraatunl, our 
pararaaaua era rabaro oauld aalntaln Chau. I would uuoh rathar raly 
upon our awn psapls aa long aa thara la no centrall.ad gun aalntanane* 
at Morn or Danang. 

*. (C) 2AD baa baan requested on aovoral oooaaalono to —.tat an 

addrassao on seaOR. partalnlng to rasous aircraft and aqulpnant aid had 
■*»»--d you aura. You vara not, h o wawar, an addroasaa on SEA OK #2S 
wbloh pertained to an II roaow* atroba ayatau. Probably aa a raaulc of 
your confidential naaaago ARXDC 30033 Jan 64, IAD forwarded ooploa or 
****** *7, 18, 19 and 30 to ARX1D. I will taka furtbor .ation ta Incura 
AU5 !• an addraaaaa on all futuro SEAdU partalnlng ta raaaue. 

1 ragrat you are not abls to agrwo with ny suggaatlon that eha 
13<ta ba laa* tad at Odom. Odom has baan da* 1 gnat ad a* eha MOB (Main 
Oparatlng Rom) far eha 130a In SEA. Pro dlseusasd this with San Bond 


“"•* asnanodata than and wauld Ilka ta. I wauld Ilka ta aaa a 
total af 9 and aa nora loaatad In ana squadron at on* lseatlan. Rudy, 
for tha Ufa af ns I can't visual laa that eha 130 raaava r y gaar will vrar 
ba uaad In Wh. It wntld aorta inly haws ta ba out In a rary laolatad 
location and wa aro just net losing aircraft In thee* plaaaa. Perhaps 
wa aay us* It In naklng a r.a»w. ry fraw a catar area but tha HH-3* will 
ba thara first. That brings us down ta two thirds wa ara really talking 
about doing with tha 130| a tanker for tho HR-3 and a oarand and sontrol 
aircraft, I think 9 can bask tha Jab with bashaw fra a char PaMC wit* 
If na a ans ry. I ala* think eha 34th and 79th should oentlmi* ta rotata 
arawa awer har* Period Isally far training purp..aa if nothing alaa aa wa 
ar* planing an doing with eh* 14a fra eha 31at and 33rd aftor ** go 
PCS. Tha fast that all 130. would haws a hana baas at Odam would M t 
uaan that thay would be .prating fra there at all tlnaa and I would 
aartalnly haw* than oparatlng fra other loeatlons «ueh aa Dnnang, Plslku, 
*“• »a**rdlng tha all-agga-ln-ona-ba.kat nn .pt, I chink It will ba 
eery aaldan that thay wauld all ba at hana .cation at any ana tin*. I 
do not agree at all with eha oanaapt that thay haw* Co b* with eh* W-3a 
any nor* than S AC tanfcara have te be at*Cloned with tha fighter wits thay 
aarwlea. The cankar* used rear har* now are atatlsned at lakhII and ar* 
fragged t* ba at their proper position dally aeaa r dlng to cha strikes. 
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1 "•* farwaae tha possibility of my bu« being wiped out In Thailand 

•t ana fail anop In the faraaaaabla future unless an all-out war is 
declared and all af UA blows ag. If that happens tba whale plerure will 
certainly ahanga and tba antics ssnsspt of oparatlsnal daplopnant will 
ahanga with It. Ihat la nara r asa a n for praantlag tha organisational 
anna apt I forwards*, and I really think tha administrative prablaaw built 
Into tha p e asa nt organlasttonal set-up ara astronomical, and extremely 
lnafflalact. In any saaa I don't know whara wa will put any 130m at 
Danang, you 'to norar soon such a crow d ad baaa with no packing or llvli« 
apaaa. Ha will ba In tanta thora for a long tlna. 

3. (S) Uhan tha tlna oanaa to phaaa out tba HU-16 I antlalpata no 

troubla fraa ZAO providing wa hava proved Inconclusively that tha IB-3 
can parfom tha jab batter and I aaa no troubla In dcl^ that. Wa will 
definitely have to use bath vehicles cant-jrrantly far tba proving parted 
chough and thara will hava to ba a large duplication af effort, ly this 
I naan that two U-]s and ana HU 16 will hava ta ba airborne In tha Oulf 
af Tonkin at all etnas during strlhea. This ta going ta require aany 
flplad honra In duplicated effort but will ba naooeaary ta prove the 3C 
capability. In this eonamettam, Just in saos a ana people thara hava the 
Idea It aan ba dans routinely, 1 aaa vary little If any possibility that 
**>> reeeverlos Mil ba wade ahara It la n oooeoary to paaacraca tha ooaat of 
Him fraa the Owlf. If wa do wa aan oartalnly aspaat loaaaa In vlaw of 
thalr build up of dafanaaa and Intercept capability. I dread tba day whan 
no haws ta try. Cawing In free the boat aide will ba a uwah ware faaslbla 
operation although requiring a ouch longer tine, particularly since tha 
laaa af Lina 36. Just between you and oa. If it wasn't aa lata In the 
gana, I'd just aa seen hasp tha 16 operation just tha any it Is at prosaic 
with tha m act-up. It la working aa sllsk as a whlatla and tha areas 
llha It od aa da wa, and wa will ha unable to fmlah any batter service 
an a PCS basis than la dons new. 


9. (C) Tha acoustic sanalng device could ba af raal value In locating gun¬ 

fire during our recovery operations. Often it Is Impossible for the heli¬ 
copter area to determine fraa whara tha gw flra la saalngt consequently, 

It is Impossible ta plan tha beat approach to and departure from tha 
reeevary alts. I suggest that cans thought ba given to ttelng this device 
In with tha mint-gw to provide an autonatic sack and flra capability. 

If tha alnl-gw la r aan t ad ta a position beneath tba hallocptor as wa 
suggest and a tla-ln node with thw aseoustlc dwvlcw. It would fraa all 
«**« nwbaro ta concentrate an Ch« roc ovary. Of course, sows 1 lei tar would 
hava to ba lneerperatod to prevail, the gw fraa firing crowd the heist 
aablo. Ha da net, however, want this ta baoona a wjar wodlf I oat ion which 
would held up dal Ivory af tba aircraft, lhls aaaa u atic device would also 
ba af benefit to our A1C rsaeort aircraft. I will bring this to tha attention 
•f 2nd Air Division if you aan provide no with wre dotal la. 


I_ L 


CQHHDINUM. 
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XO. Co) am appears to b* no groat md for an antl-atatlo dovleo 
<m our hallaoptara, Wo ho to thoroughly dabrlafod all rooovorad alrorow 
nmtiari and aaaa bora aontlanad bain* ahookad by tb# bat at aabla. 

Noma l ly, tha aabla coma In eantaot with branahaa aa lc la loworad thru 
tha traaa or alaa It hit. tha crowd bafaro tba aurrlvor roach aa le. 

*• cannot locate meh lnfamatlan partalnlng to anti-atatla dorIsas, 
lha Aray uoaa thalr ASC-44 and AMC-i* FH radlaa to aahlara a partial 
discharge. ttoa tha baaing adaptor of tha Bf aat la plaoad In tha 
"baaing* aada a dl o aha rg e la aada through tha fM aatannaa aa tha alka 
buteon la hayad. While aa hare tha A1C-4* radloa aa da not ham tha 
apaolal adaptor required for having. Consequently, aa da aat have tha 
typa aatannaa mi ah aaaa ta prowlds aaxlnua dlsaherga. Tha Nary daaa not 
uaa any antl-atatlo dowlee In thla thaatar aa far m ea tan aaoartatn. 

11. (0) Kudy, 1 have a vary bright young Capt by tha nano of High oho 

aarka bora In tha haadguertara aa Flying Safaty Officer but prlaai1ly 
aa an HH-J export and advlaor. Ha was previously down at Patrick and 
baa baan In tha US pragma alaa. Ha would Ilka to com Into Hq Alts 
and would Ilka ta ba In tha plana abop. Ha haa a goad writing ability 
and waa alaa an honor graduata whan at Squadron Off1cars School. Ho 
mtataa naoct October and I roeemnd bln highly. Ho la foracaatlng now 
and la aaklng for Hq /JUS far hla next aeslgment. 

Slnoaraly, 

glGS # 1 
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CONFIDE# 


_ |p r O' c CT C0.;„. < \ HARVEST 


!l DO NOT D. jf ROY 

r- -SrTVpril 1966 


Colonel Allison C■ Brooks 
Hq ARRS (ARCCO) 

Orlando AFB, Florida 32813 

Dear Colonel Brooks 


‘“BtfolGHJ 


I finally canpleted the full Southeast Asia Rescue visitation after 
an absence of many months and was greatly impressed with the current 
organization, management, and motivation and morale of Rescue forces 
in the area. 

toving missed the 31st Squadron at Clark on my recent visit to 
Ifeeific area units, I spent a day with Lt Colonel Rybos and his 

4he 164 of April. I found the organization to be running 
well with Colonel Rybos well on top of and thoroughly conversant 
with his problems. His problems are still the same — lack of 
facility consolidation and the need for more training hours to 
keep crewmembers up in the HU-16. The 31st ARRS has been suffering 
over a year for the lack of a good backup operations officer to 
Colonel Rybos. Except for the short period when Lt Colonel T*rv-in 
was on duty, Rybos has been carrying the Commander and the Operations 

of °^™c Th T Ug ^2 J regret with Major Don Clark, Commander 

of Det 2, PARRC, I willingly will do so effective the date of his 
transfer to the 31st as their Operations Officer. I feel that 
Major Clark's Job can be filled on an interim basis by Captain 
Etaeigowski until another field grade officer comes in to fill the 
position. It will be an advantage all around when the new 31st 
Squadron operations building and ramp are constructed so that a 
good part of the problem of TDY of aircraft and crews to Southeast 
Asia may be shifted fran Haha to Clark, which is closer to DaHang. 

We hope to concentrate on this shift of emphasis from the 33d ARRS 
to the 31st ARRS until the 31st is again carrying at least 50jt of 
ui 6 load • 

I found little change at DaHang from my previous visit in August, 
except for different people. The base is still poor, facilities 
minimal, morale fair, and operations difficult. Also, it was 
very hotl Hie TDY controller situation is clearing up with the 
input of permanent duty personnel. This is better for all concerned, 

“ 1 “ ?T ttla * 80me controllers back and Dets 1 and 2 at Fuchu and 
Clark will soon be on a more operational footing with all of their 
personnel, on hand. Major Hamrick, Comoander at DaKang, is no ball 
Of fire, but is doing a good, coupe tent Job. 

I found everything at Odom in good shape. I won't repeat what has 
already been reported to you about Major Baylor Haynes' great duty 
performance at that station. Biat, coupled with his extraordinary 
10 Bescue to General Bond, General Murphy, and other 
T AF personnel, makes him Just about indispensable during this period. 
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He was working extremely well with the A1E squadron and I think the 
techniques that they have perfected between them to Insure safe 
entry and exit of HH-JEs an a recovery mission will result in less 
battle damage overall to our resources. I renewed acquaintance 
with General Murphy and spent an evening with he and General Bond, 
whan I found to be a fine officer, and was assured that they are 
thoroughly sati 6 ified with Rescue In Thailand. 

X then visited each LBR In Thai lan d and was greatly Impressed with 
the condition and management of all of the bases in that country. 

It was so far superior to the bases In South Vietnam, that it was 
ludicrous. All of our detachments were doing fine and »n of the 
base commanders were satisfied with the results. The regrettable 
accident at Ubon left everyone depressed. I left Major Tullos at 
Uban to work out the substance of what we believe to be a general 
fatigue problem in the LBR detachment there. The base cammnder 
was requiring more in airborne alert at Ubon than we believed 
the LBR was capable of performing. We subsequently requested the 
3d ARRGp to study the possibility of assigning another pilot to 
that station, as Major Tullos and Captain Fogg in their study con¬ 
cluded that for the workload involved, Det 3 was one pilot short. 

I gave the safety lecture to every detachment and Rescue personnel 
group that I met. Unfortunately, my safety lecture at Ubon was 
d el ivered after the accident. 

I should state here that the Phan Rang detachment, still manned 
with TCI personnel, was not up to the standard of the other detach¬ 
ments. They were, however, doing the Job under the capable leadership 
of Captain Verneys from Det 9, 38 th ARRS at Pleiku. 

Art Beall met the airplane at Tan Son Shut. It was the first time 
I had seen him since our original meeting which lasted fifteen 
minutes back in November. On landing there we found such utter 
conjestion that we could not park the airplane, so it went elsewhere 
for the next few days. From Tan Son Shut I borrowed a Bine Canoe 
and pilot and visited Cam Ranh Bay, Phan Rang, and Blen Thuy. I 
also altered my original plan by extending one extra day in the 
Saigcn area to Join General Birchard for the MAC briefings. Art 
Beall covered delay in HH-I 3 delivery, night recovery, T.ima site 
loss, indoctrination of aircraft commanders in control aircraft, 

TDI controllers, turn-over of 3d ARRGp personnel In the Fall, 
routing of personnel on consecutive tours, and fuel Hnap for HH-3s. 

He also talked about the need to reorganize the 3d Group/ 38 th ARRS 
headquarters into one cohesive group headquarters. This last 
subject needs Immediate attention. One is uncertain of delegated 
authority and is only sure that Beall Is In charge. The progress 
since my last visit to Saigon is evident. The 3d Group facilities 
are very good. Art Is well known and liked by 7 AF personnel and 
as you know, he shares living quarters with key 7 AF staff offioers, 
so holds excellent status. I discussed the new PACAF Reg 55-90 with 
hla, particularly the specifics that direct operational control of 
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Rescue forces from CUTCRACAF to Commander, EARRC, to Commander, 

3d ARRGp. Seventh Air Force can no longer exercise operational 
control of Rescue forces. Commander, 3d ARHJp, contributes full 
Rescue support to Commander, ^ AF, but personally directs Rescue 
forces at the request of 7 AF. Eiis is great for Rescue and fully 
supported by PACAF. CIHCEACAF understands fully that Conmander, MAC, 
permits operational control only to CDTCPACAF, who exercises it 
through his Rescue commander, who in this case is Ccnmander, PARRC. 
This regulation even more fully focuses my responsibility to properly 
represent you to CIHCPACAF and staff. In that regard, we are doing 
our best to stay with the day to day, as well as overall, problems. 
Please remind your staff to info us an correspondence to Art Beall 
and to the 3d ARRGp. I know we are getting most of it, but seme 
key issues have passed us by. We think we are a good resource and 
want you to use us. 

After finishing with Major Charles Kay and the Bien Thuy detachment, 
my friend. Colonel Ed Hathaway, who is Army Advisor to the Commander, 
21st Vietnamese Division under General Min, had me picked up in an 
Army chopper and transported into the interior of IV Corp to an 
area known as Baclieu, which iB Division headquarters and key staff 
officer housing. I spent the night and the following day listening 
to Army problems, which turned out mostly to be air problems. The 
Army has taken to the air. They run their command post, supervise 
tactics and general operations and rely on forward air controller 
reports, all while helicopter-borne. Colonel Hathaway's Air Force 
types still argue with Army pilots over who is going to fly what 
airplane and who takes the next mission and the relative difficulty 
of FAC (Forward Air Controller) operations. I guess there are some 
things that will never be straightened out. 

Having covered everything that is great, I should mention a few 
things that are not. For one thing Beall has got to have an airplane. 
I see no way that his staff can supervise the Rescue operation in 
Southeast Asia In 15 or 16 different locations without immediate 
responsive transportation from Tan Son Hhut. He holds an elaborate 
chart detailing all of his staff's assistance visits, but we picked 
up too many items of which his staff was unaware to give full validity 
to the visits that are being made. For one thing, Ken Mask is 
complaining too much about the operation at Udoro for there not to 
be seme substance to it. We will have him put an officer there to 
represent the 130 operation to Major Haynes and report accordingly. 
Beall has asked for this. Additionally, with the ARRS approval for 
the eleven 130s into Udom, a real difficult programing problem is 
eating up. Notwithstanding the uncertainty in 7 AF headquarters 
about future operations at Udom with respect to individual units, 
we must have a firm plan that will assure our capability to operate 
130s safely from that base. We are planning to honcho a general 
conference to deal with this problem and with the nuts and bolts 
of reorganisation at Daliang right away. As for the reorganisation 
at Daliang, we are awaiting your headquarters' reply as a result of 
■y conversation with Tan Thome and follow-up dispatch concerning 
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HEADQUARTERS 

PACIFIC AIR RESCUE CENTER 
All incut KlVICt (MATS) 
UMTED HATH All f lMI I ■ 
apo »u. iam piAxasco, c rp F ° , ~J‘ 


Brig General Adrlel N. William* 
Hq Air Rescue Service 
Orlando AFB, Florida 

Dear General Williams: 


IOT DE^TOY 

30 July 1964 


/ 

L 00036,1 1 


1. (U) Thought you might be interested in the results of the USAF 
Inspector General Capability Inspection of Air Rescue Service. 

The IG team, headed by Colonel V. O. Elmore, arrived here on 
20 July and departed 29 July. During the intervening period the 
team was briefed at PARC, Inspected the 76th ARS and held 
additional discussions at PARC. Since this was not a compliance 
inspection, no report of their findings is available; however they 
did leave a Field Memorandum with the 76th ARS. During the 
squadron critique the supply representative stated that the supply 
officer was not authorized at squadron level. Although I did not \ 
have an opportunity to discuss this point with him, it is my 
impression that his reference is to a squadron operating with a 
parent unit rather than one operating independently. There were 
no major items of discrepancy noted in the squadron; however, I 
feel that this is normal for a capability Inspection and does not in 
any way reflect the true status of the squadron. 

2. (U) Discussions held at PARC both before and after the squadron 
inspection were toned toward picking my brain about the capability 
of ARS, the limitations imposed by inadequate equipment and what 
we need to do a first rate job for the USAF in the search and re¬ 
covery area. I believe that a little pushing on your part, when the 
team visits Orlando, might pay handsome dividends in the assign¬ 
ment of additional recovery roles to ARS. I believe Colonel Elmore 
Is convinced that these jobs rightfully belong to ARS and should be 
so assigned by the Air Staff. AAltrinrilTI k I 


3. (C) While on the subject or fefcm'ityT T wdnla like to mention 

an item which has always been crystal clear in my mind, but recent 
incidents lead me to believe that my understanding may not be In 
- accordance wttbiyOur policies. Specifically, my reference ia to , , , 

authority Kaproducad U. 


6 3} 


fcy author!*/ 
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Aircrew Recovery and the basic responsibility of ARS. Remarks 
made by Lt Colonel Hartley during his visit to the Pacific to the 
effect that ARS did not agree with the PARC action in deploying 
an LBR/ACR unit, combined with the contents of ARS message 
ARODC 281-G, creates the Impression that the headquarters policy 
is contrary to our actions. We have voluminous correspondence 
on this subject from Colonel Rudolph's office, and can find nothing 
contrary to our belief. I share the headquarters' concern about 
the continued use of unmodified helicopters and the attendant high 
risk potential; however, since we are a military fighting force and 
donot have adequate equipment to do the job, I feel we must do the 
best we can with what we have until some relief Is available. 

4. (C) We are also evidently confused by the AP.S 510 Plan 
insofar as application la concerned. Page 2 of the basic plan 
states that deployed helicopters may be applied against Rescue/ 
Recovery support for deployed Air Force combat units, cold war 
support operations and USAK contingency plans. In attempting to 
apply this plan for assistance in the present PACOM contingency, 
we were informed that the 510 Plan is intended to cover short 
term contingency and special missions and could not be used for 
the contingency in progress. Within the meaning of the term 
"contingency" as used in the Pacific area, it is applied to any 
situation short of general war. Herein may lie the difference of 
opinion between ARS headquarters and PARC as to the application 
of the 510 Plan. We have always assumed that any "contingency" 
operation exceeding the Pactflc resources would be supported from 
CONUS resources, on request. This assumption is evidently false. 

5. (U) To keep us on the straight and narrow path and to be 
assured that your policies and desires are adequately supported 
by PARC, it is requested that the problem areas mentioned in 
paragraphs 3 and 4 above be clarified for our guidance and 
compliance. 

6. (U) This letter is classified confidential as it reveals combat 
support capability. 


WALTER F. DERCK 
Colonel, USAF 
Commander 
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)JECT CORONA HARVEST 


Colonel Arthur W. Beall 
Commander, 3d ARRC-p 
APO San Francisco 96307 

Dear Art 


DO NOT DESTROY 

11 Feb 1966 


CATALCGEI 


Several items to cover. As a matter of fact, I have so many I don't know 
where to start. In your 25 January letter, you mentioned errors in the AKRS 
organizational chart. We have no dispute with the fact that 2d ADiv has 
operational control of 3d Gp as long as the emergency exists in Southeast 
Asia. Howe-er, on a chart of this fashion, we prefer to make reference only 
to our own organization; therefore, you might say the line running from PARRC 
to 3d Gp is a command line only. This, in my opinion, follows the intent of 
AFM 2-jb. 

On the air-to-air refueling side, it looks like the Air Force and industry 
are moving along about as fast as they can taking into consideration all of 
the red tape problems that we have to contend with. I have been up to ASD 
for a two-day meeting. Mac and Maj David have been up there several times 
and left again today for another go at it. It is absolutely pathetic that 
we can't move things along faster, and in my opinion it's not in the industry 
side. It s in the administrative procedures that are required in order to 
give industry the go-ahead. You know my impatience. Maybe I would be better 
of* if I would just sit back and let these laborious procedures work them¬ 
selves out but it just seems to me that things are not moving fast enough. 
Anyway, it looks like the HC-130's will be ready during the July-September 
time period and the choppers will be ready during the October-November time 
period. Lt Col Mosher, head of the HH-3 SPO, told me on the phone a couple of 
days ago that although he was being forced to use a November completion date 
for the chopper refueling kits, he personally believed that this date would 
be bettered by 30 to 60 days. Knowing Sikorsky Aviation Company the way we 
do, I believe that this is probably a pretty fair statement. By the way, I 
understand that I am going to be asked to go to the Sikorsky Plant on 15 March 
to talk to about four or five hundred of their blue collar workers at some 
kind of a big banquet they are going to have. Anything that you might be able 
to pass to me that I could say during this speech would be appreciated. Maybe 
we can inspire the worker to work a little harder and run over management and 
the Air Force and DOD's red tape machinery. 

<ki the HC-130H side of the picture - the July-September date will not, or should 
not interfere with your receiving a PCS I 30 organization as scheduled; i.e., 
end of June this year. These initial airplanes will be silver type and will 
be replaced on a one for one basis later on with the camouflaged HC-130H 
tanker type. Also, the October-November date for the chopper air refueling 
capability is not expected to interfere with delivery of the next 10 HH-3Es. 
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We are planning to go ahead and make delivery of the 3 E's on schedule. The 

toe CaPa Au ty + Ui11 te ln klt f0rm and tfi11 be accomplished wherever 

the aircraft are at the time. Also, this air refueling kit will have as a 
part of it a better and quicker fuel dump system; that is, better than the 
interim system that the materiel people are now working on. 

The re-organization letter got here day before yesterday. We are working 

theA'd lt . books llke lt; wm be a rough go to try to take care of 

the mid-Pacific problem that you mention. X understand the situation as do 
many people here who are extremely sympathetic and will do what we can. It is 
not hopeless, but it is close to it. 

® eaudr y brought back the fact that the bases in Thailand are actually 
dand operated by the 13th AF . Who runs the bases in South Vietnam? Who 
should we send our base requirements; that is, facilities, to in the RVN 
complex and in the Thailand complex? 

You may know by now that the Information Officer space has been allocated. It 
A V h A W * s Active 3/66. The space will come from 
ElnP 4 ?? ha 'A S ? been “^bted one Intelligence Officer and one 

irman slot effective 3/66 (Vic does not have the grades as of this date). 

o^fimre^and^r 1 ^ ^ ° utlined in “anpower regarding the 2 ADiv comment 
on figures and MAC messages, etc., I talked this over with Orville Fisher on 
my last visit to MAC Headquarters and he is in contact with the 2 ADiv 
manpower people and will work this problem out. Also Vic is checked out on it. 

nl h » 7 e disappointed on a couple of occasions that SEAORs pertaining to 
aircraft have not been forwarded to this headquarters. The latest case 
tofr* h rJ? n r pertainins to the infra red requirement. We have been working on 
AJTA “ eekS n ° V and have found 2 systems. One is a system 
being developed by the anry using aircraft filtered landing lights and army 
tank commanders binoculars. The potential of this is extremely limited ^e 
have tried this on our aircraft. Also McLeaish has been out in Texas with an 
arny teBm working with army aircraft and it has been confirmed there that it 
l^t Sr axtremedy iimited. We favor a Texas instrument approach that the 
ist CAG, Eglm, is working with and we hope before too many weeks we will be 

ntwATl A* n Sy l? m ln ° Ur aircraft. This system gives a co^leto 

eouilSt ^ etC ‘ We have seen fi^ of bread board 

equipment and it is absolutely amazing. McLeaish is going to check on this 

aS 8tay at ^ tGday and bimorrow. (I know that you 

and Mac don t get along too well, but let me assure you that 90% of everything 
we are doing in the helicopter line for your theater today hasbeen and Is 
being accomplished by Mcloaish and David). I cite the ^exa^ple in Sgart 

rAT factual S to°tAA? USe i! appeared b° us » a nd I think now I fan 
vfAvnw/ A’ bhe Air Force was going down a route on IR that would 

r y l ted capabllit y, bbb as far as an IR beacon is 
d«?™hS “ a a y a bem ln the aircraft is concerned. It may be 

svatl^a! to he bi m Ib*d route first and then switch to the Texas instrument 
unSTto? becomes available. We have gotten some civilians in ASD fired 
p on thiB system and I believe that they are also doing everything possible 
to forge ahead with this capability. 
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Andy Anderson is back in the hospital. He is not looking well at all and we 
have received round-about information that it doesn't look good for him. He 
is in Ward 11. If you have time I think he would appreciate a short note 
from you. 

I don't know when I will be able, if ever, to get to Southeast Asia. I talked 
to Beaudry about it a couple of days ago and he felt it desirable to wait for 
about 30 days or so until we have a chance to find out whether or not I will 
be staying here following the summer rotations. I would prefer to wait and 
send over whoever might be going to take my place. I expect it will be Paul. 
If the word comes down that I am to remain in the headquarters for another 
year, then I will immediately put in my request for a visit to the theater. 

1 feel it would be rather foolish for me to go over there and then only have 

2 to months to take advantage of my experience. 

Once again. Art, let me assure you that we are doing all we can here in Plans 
to give you what you need. Please ask the 2 ADiv people establishing require¬ 
ments to get us a copy of their requirements as soon as possible. Although 
SEACRs are supposed to have priority over everything else, we repeatedly find 
that unless we get on the telephone and go and talk to people and continuously 
kick, thrash and push, the requirements fall into the laboriously slow DOD, 
USAF, ASD system and they Just ain't speeded up. I think that those items we 
have been able to bird-dog are being accomplished in about one half to two 
thirds of the time that they would otherwise be made available. Unfortunately, 
I am losing about half of my officers in the next 2 to 3 months to your effort. 
This is going to make me extremely short and certainly will make an impact on 
our ability to improve the 3 d Group's operational capability but we will do 
the best we can. It looks like Don David is going to be a HU-16 pilot and 
Walt Johnson to be an HU-16 pilot. McLeaish will be an HH-3 pilot and 
Bill Bright will probably be headed some place late Spring or Sumner. As you 
are well aware the personnel system reacts so slow that it will be early fall 
before we will have any help. 

Please keep me advised. I like to get your letters and I don't mind at all 
those typed-by-Art Beall's-hand type. 

Sincerely 

(signed) 

BESTOW R. RUDOLPH, Colonel, USAF 
DCS/Plans 
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Colon* 1 Baatov Rudolph f^K/ 

Hq ARRS (ARXDC) fl ' %J 

Orlando AFB, Fla. • Ql Y]y ^ 

Dear Rudy, 

, ( 0 ) Your BMC Informative latter of 11 February received. The 

eaiay reason I wanted to *ot the Opa control line changed was to 
assist In getting PARRC off our back once In a while. Thera are 
tinea when I don't think they realise we are under 2AD. But, no 
preblaat I accept your explanation. 

2 (C) If you think you are discouraged by the continuous slippage 

In the refueling and HH-3 picture you should see ne. I 
rlght delected and lugubrious. It Is especially hard to take when 
you sit here and see the Job being dpwa at Odern with Inadequate 
assets and are helpless to do anything about It. It Is also h«r 
explain the situation to 2AD. I really haven't com up with 
t. help you on your ltarch 15 talk but -e ars trying to find If «y 
of the troops have any private fllus or Info we can obtain, 
ut you know kSJS If cmi up with anything in ti»* to do any 


j (0) We have your Message on the latest status on tho fuel 
ayateu. I won't say any wore but wa surely needed that Interlw 
ayatew badly J oontha ago and wora so today. 

4. (C) I had no Idas you poopla didn't know tho baaas In Thailand 

ware run by 13th AT. This split took placo last July whan the 2AD 
went eut freo under 13th and started workln 'lrectly for PACAF. 

Gen Bend at Odom la the Dap Cndr 2AD/13th J aiw ha _ 

n,jtra hare a hard tins because he bypasses hln direct t o Con Moore 
all the tint. In fact there le a lot of hard feeling between the 
two Headquarter*. Moat operational control has been delegated to 
Bond hooovor all frags fsr both countries con* out of 2AD hor* st 
T9I. ALL logistics for Thailand are 13th AT. All logistics for 
RTM are 2AP. _Operational^ plan ni ng f or ^* r * 1T1 

If lt^aounds confusing It should and you should have ** ’T'V'PEI* 
vat. I suggest baas requirements for Thailand go to Dap (*dr 2AD/13th 
AT vlth Info to 2AD and 13th. For RVH direct ta 2AD with Info PACA 
and of course keeping us read In on everything because we wort 
Slonely with both. 13th has nothing to do wi th 2AD but does have an 
overall SAR responsibility In the area. CROUP-4 

COHFIOENTIAL r* 
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J. (S) Concerning the matter of guns on tbo H-3. W# forwarded a SECRET 
lector Co AEXRD on 13 December 63, concerning Che reliability of aircraft 
hachlne gun 7.62 GAU-1B/A. This latter also 1 Deluded save recoMMndst!one 
concerning the selecClon of a weapon for mmur.tlnf on the H-3. I an 
enclosing a copy of Che letter In the event yen have not seen It. Uhlle 
gunners would be highly desirable on our aircraft. It la a luxury WQ 
cannot affod. The additional weight of guns, ammunition, ahJ gunners 
would restrict our operational capability. I be1leva the normal crew 
complement could handle the Job. Admittedly, situations will arise 
where the guns *111 bo left unattended. The most Ideal sltuatlen of 
course would bo to remotely control the guns from about three positions 
In the aircraft, say the Pilot, Co-Pilot and Holst operator* stations. 
ihlfl tguafig_tf the guns should not present much of a problem . I boiler*, 
^ith same training from qualified factory or munitions p*ra«mel , our 
pararescua crow members could maintain then. I would much rather rely 
upon our own people as long as there Is no centrallaed gun melntamanco 
at Odom or Danang. 

6. (C) UJB has baan requested on merer# 1 occasions ts make ADS an 
addrammae am ™ ln »» pertaining to rascue aircraft and equtpment and had 
baom aemred you wore. You wore not, however, an addressee am SKAGft #28 
which partalnad to an U rescue strobe system. Probably as a result sf 
your confidential meeiege AUK 30033 Jan 66, 2AD farwardod cop 1 ea of 
SEA OR* 27, 28, 29 and 30 te AUKS. I will taka further actlem ta Insure 
AUS Is uade an addressee on all future SEA Ob pertaining ta raacua. 

7. (S) I regret you are not able to agree with my suggestion that the 
130s be located at Udorn. Udora has been designated ae the HOB (Main 
Operating Haas) for the 130a In SEA. I'we discussed this with Can Bond 
and ha can accomodate them and would ilka te. 1 would like Co see e 
total of 9 and no mars located In on* squadron at one location. ludy, 
for the life of me I can't visualise that the 130 recovery gear will over 
be used In NYU. It would certainly have to be out in a vary laalatad 
location and ue are Juat net losing aircraft In these places. Perhaps 

so My use It In asking a recovery from a water area but the HH-3e will 
b* there first. That brings ua down to two things ww are really talking 
about do lag with the 130; a tanker far the KH-3 and a command and control 
aircraft. I think 9 can hack the Job with backup from other PAUC units 
If necessary. I also think the 36th and 79th should cantinas to rotate 
cross ever her* periodically for training purpose* If nothing olso as wo 
era planning an doing with the 16a from the 31st and 33rd after we gw 
PCS. Tha fact that all 130s would have a home baa# at Udera would net 
mean that they would be operating from tharo at all times aad 1 would 
certainly have them operating from other locations such as Danang, Plalku, 
ate. bgardlng tha all-agga-ln-ona-baakat concept, I think It will be 
very seldom that they would all be at home station at any ana time. I 
do not agree at all with the concept that they have ta bo with tha HH-3* 
any mere than SAC tankers have to bo stationed with tha fighter units they 
service. The tankers used over her* now are stationed at Takhll end are 
fragged to be at their proper position dally according to the strikes. 
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I do not ftrUM the po*»lb!lltjr of any bases being wiped ant In Thailand 
at ena fall swoop In the foreaeeabla future unlesa an all-aut war la 
declared and all of SEA blova up. If that happena the whole picture will 
certainly change and the entire concept ef operational deployment will 
change with It. That la nere reason for proaotlng the organlaatlanal 
concept I forwarded, and I really think the adnlnletratlre problena built 
into the preaant organizational set-up are aatrenanleal, and ex trowel 7 
Inefficient. In any case I don't know whore we will put any 13 So at 
Danang, you're never aeon ouch a crowded base with no parking or living 
apace. We will be In tenta there for a long tlao. 

8 . (S) When the tlao coaos to phase out the HU-16 I anticipate no 

trouble free 2AD providing we have proved inconclusively that the HB-S 
can perfera the job better and I aaa no trouble In doing that. We will 
definitely have to uao both vehicles concurrently for tha proving period 
though and there will have to be a larga duplication of effort. By this 
I Man that two HU-la and one HU-16 will have to bo airborne In tha Gulf 
of Tonkin at all tlass during strikes. This lo going to require many 
flying hours in duplicated effort but will be necaosary to prove the SC 
capability. In this connection. Just in case aone people there have tha 
Idea It can be dona routinely, I see very little if any possibility that 
any recoveries will be aids where It la necessary to pens treta tha coast of 
NVN frow the Gulf. If wo do wo can certainly expect losses In view of 
thalr build up of dafeneea and Intercept capability. I dread tha day whan 
wo hove to try. Cowing In frea the West side will bo o wuch wore feasible 
operation although requiring a wuch longer tlM, particularly since the 
leas of Liu 36. Just between you and m. If it wasn't so lato In the 
gaao, I'd jut as soon kaap tha 16 operation Just the way It la at prooant 
With the TDT sot-up. It la working as allck as a whistle and tbo wrwwa 
Ilka II; and so do wo, and ww will bo unable to furnish any better service 
on a PCS Baris than la dona now. 


9. (C) The acoustic sensing devlca could be ef real valua In locating gun¬ 

fire during our recovery operations. Often it la Impossible for the hall- 
copter crew te determine free where the gun fire la cowing; consequently. 

It la Impossible te plan tha best approach to end departure from the 
recovery site. I suggest that seas thought be given to tlelng this device 
In with the nlnl-gun to provide an automatic seek and fire capability. 

If tha alnl-gun la roan ted to a position beneath tha helicopter as ww 
suggest and a tle-ln made with the accouatlc device. It would free all 
crow eeabera te concentrate an the recovery. Of course, some Halter would 
have to be Incorporated te prevent tha gun Cram firing around the hoist 
cable. We do not, however, want this to become a ujor modification which 
would hold up dal Ivory of the aircraft. This accouatlc device would also 
be ef benefit to our A1E rescort aircraft. I will bring this to the attantla 
of 2nd Air Division If you can provide mm with aora details. 
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10. (0) Thar* appears to be no great need tor an anti-static device 

on our helicopters. We hare thoroughly debriefed all recovered aircrew F 
aeabers and none have Mentioned being shocked by the hoist cable. 

Normally, the cable cases In contact with branches as It la lowered thru 
the trees or else It hits the ground before the survivor reaches It. 

We cannot locate such Information pertaining to anti-static devices. 

The Any uses their A1C-44 and AtC-54 FN radios to achieve a partial 
discharge. When the homing adaptor of the FM set la placed In the 
"homing" mode a discharge Is made through the FM antennas as the mike 
button Is keyed. While we have the AJLC-4A radios we do not have the 
special adapter required for homing. Consequently, we do not have the 
type antennas which seem to provide maximum discharge. The Navy does not 
use any antl-statlc device In this theater as far as we can ascertain. 

11 . (0) ludy, I have a very bright young Capt by the name of High who 
works here In the headquarters as Flying Safety Officer but primarily 

as an HH-3 expert and advisor. He was previously down at Patrick and Jy 
has been In the Lbl program also. He would like to come Into Hq AXES 
and would like to be In the plans shop. He has a good writing ability 
•id was also an honor graduate when at Squadron Officers School. He 
rotates next October and I recommend him highly. He Is forecasting now 
and Is asking for Hq ASKS for his next assignment. 

Sincerely, 




W. BEALL, Colonel, USAP 


1 Atch 

Ltr, 38 OPS, tellability of 
Acft Machine Gun 7.62 GAD 21/A 
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Haj Trochak Cfr 
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HIOM: Dot 7, 33 th AHKS AFC 96337 
SUBJECTi Mission Narrative Report 1-3-84 | 

TCi 3rd ARHGp AFO 96307 
(U) Jolly Green 15 

Major Youngblood BCC 

Major Hicks BP 

Ale Bettevy HM 

A2C Hackney RS 

(C) (Gp- 4 ) Jolly Green 15 and 18 took off from DeNang at 0625 oc 
15 Koveober 1966 to prooaed to Quang Tri for the purpose of pulling 
atrip alort. Approximately 10 minutes before arrival at Quang Tri, 
Water Boy (GCI) informed ua that a i 0.3. Navy fast-beat had 
overturned and sunk, but was unable to give a location of the 
distressed boat. W e orbited awaiting further information to detv- 
mine which direction to proceed. Contact was attempted with Croaei 
to obtain more information, but could not be reached, even after 
numerous calla on different fraquenciee. Hillsboro was contacted 
also but he had no information. Again Water 3oy was contacted, who 
in the meantime had obtained a tacan fix from an unknown aircraft 
source supposedly pinpointing the overturned boat. A direct oourse 
was flour, at ntudjaun speed to the tacan fix at low altitudes to remain 
dear of 200 feet ceilings. Upon arrival it was immediately deter¬ 
mined that the fix, as reported, was erronaous. At least 15 minutes 
was lost because of this. Several Army hall copter a were seen pro¬ 
ceeding north, so having no better method of locating the overturned 
boat, ua followed the helicopters to the area, arriving there approx¬ 
imately 30 minutes after initial notification. Two other fast-boats 
ware in the area at the mouth of the Hue River, and numo-oua per¬ 
sonnel were standing on the beach. A search pattern was begun and 
immediately an empty inflated life preserver was sighted. Continuing 
the search and approximately 6 minutes after arriving at the scene, 
a U. S. Navy sailor was located floating in his life preserver about 
one-half mile off the coast. He vaa in the surf with waves at laeat 
12 feet high with gusty winds up to 35 knots, which made hovering 
exceedingly difficult. The sailor appeared lifeless, and it was 
decided be could only be recovered by lowering the pererescue specialist 
Into the water. A2C Hackney was lowered on the hoist, attached the 
body to the "horse collar" and gave the signal to raise the oeble. 

A few feet up, the body slipped from the harness and fell beck into the 
wavae. The body was again placed on the aling and this time the 
parareecue specialist affixed himself around the lifeless body to 


( ooMrM&SAOiO *> 
DSCl_*«» ruo *rr, 
tcu DIM | 
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prevent it fron again falling out. Both war* raised into the h*li- 
c0 P“°r» “bare artifical reaplration on the sailor was atten^tod 
until it was definitely determined that no Ilf* existed. , To go 
into the extremely rough see required ouch oourag* and heroism om 
the part of Airman hackney, whose professional performance mde 
the recovery operation successful. The cadaver was flown to th* 
nearest military facility at Hue Phu Bal and delivered to 0. S. 
medical authorities. The Jolly Green 15 and 18 continued on to 
■h.iang Tri for strip alert. 

(C) (Gp-4) The mission was hanperod by inaufflclent and erroneous 
informstion concerning the location of the overturned fast-boat. 
Apparently' communication between the Navy and Air Force rescue 
network left much to be desired. 


t I^bUTi^CiGD jb, 


Hescuo Crow Commander 


Gp-/, DCWN3UDB A'.' 3 YEAH UiTiTVAil DeCiJUSIFIffi 

a rca . u tors. 
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subject: (U) Operations in RVH 




TO: AHXDC I INO w/ i 

ARCCO 1 " 

IN TURN 

— 

(C) The follow! ng cooments art submitted in reply to Colonel 
Derek’s letter to General Williams, dated 30 July 1964 . 

* 

a. The 3tate Department has gone on record or. several occasions 

. indicating that operations in RVN will continue for an indefinite 

period since there is no immediate solution to the present situation. 

Since it is recognized that this will be a long term combat support 
operation, ARODC shares USAF’s views that AES OPLAN 510 does not 
apply in this case since it was designed for short term contingency 
t requirements of a special nature and not for Indefinite deployments. 

Informal information from Air Force indicates "heir opinion of 
'short term" should not exceed 30 to 60 days. LBR contingency 
forces as established by ARS OPLAN 510 were designed to provide the 
same support to tactical units operating from advanced bases, i.e., 
fire suppression, crew recovery, as provided at the home station 
and not to operate in direct support of STRIKE forces in forward 
areas. Range restrictions and •her limiting factors preclude the 
HK-I 3 B from performing extensive combat aircrew recovery missions. 

b. We believe that Colonel Derek, as a means of expediency, 
has reliei on the ARS OPLAN 510 rather thar. the ARS OPLAN 563 which 
is designed to provide a permanent rather than temporary aircrew 
recovery force in support of extended combat operations. It is cur 
opinion tha- the term Local Base Rescue/Aircrew Recovery (LBP/ACR) 
as used by PARC has been misleading since it is a deviation from 

the accepted term LBR and concept of LBRCF as defined in ARS OPLAN 510. 

c. PACAF Secret message PF DC 1-1332, 6 August, advises that 
•wo separate requirements exist for SAP in SEA. First, Local Base 
Rescue (LBR). Fire Suppression units, and second, Air Recovery units.. 

This message further states that the LBR requirement can be filled 

by a short-range helicopter such as the HH-A 3 B and that the aircrew 
recovery mission would require a lu-g-range helicopter such as the 
HH3C to satisfy this need. The same message advises that the Aircrew 
Recovery ur.it presently at Nakh a Phar.om is a permanent requirement. 

Itproduasd m l- - ■ v by j’ e I *■.( OfHltlUl Hi 

>y authority of 'til L " . Roproduoad IWw»* ”* 

C«i./ « 1 y- ( oyi»u" _ . | 

I oo*s.o«40fo • m» iNTravMi 

UUMMUUlH im. I ~—c.r.. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 







THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 















THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


— 






BOWIDENTIJ 


ABES QAFB FIA 

3D ABRGP TAB SOU SHUT AFID 


PROJECT CORONA HARVEST 

DO NOT DESTROY 

™ • cM^ uLl ' 




CONFIDENTIAL ARXDC 5010T Mar 1966. I M|J ..OOP 
Personal For Beall frcm Rudolph. This 

Mar 14 issue of Aviation Week has short article stating Tactical 
Air Cmd 16 urging development of a greater rescue capability for 
pilots downed deep inside North Vietnam. In direct relation to this, 
we received a telephone call from ProJ Off at TAWC who has been 
directed by B/G Putnam (apparently a recent returnee from SEA) to 
study problem. Oen Putnam stated that the HH3E cannot meet recovery 
requirements in terms of hover capability at altitude and range. 

Part II: We have not been officially approached on this study nor 
are we aware of Gen Putnam's background and knowledge of the ACR 
mission. However, our records do not reveal any personnel recovery 
mission which we have been unable to meet because of lack of HH-3 
performance. The article indicates that Boeing-Vertol recently 
briefed the CH-47A Chinook to TAC for this mission. This briefing 
we have also had in hard sell terms and which we believe may be the 
crux of the problem. Part III: For discussion purposes, we would 
appreciate any information you have wherein the HH-3 could not 
perform a mission due to lack of performance, including full 
circumstances. Also requested is any info regarding Gen Putnam's 
functions related to SAB in SEA when assigned to area and any other 
background info you consider appropriate. r.P 1. _ 


PAUL E. I£SKE, Colonel, USAF o£ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


AT » VKA« INTUTVAU 

••cuHimo aftoi it yeas*. 

DO* DIM BJOO.IO 


BESTOW R. RUDOLPH, Colonel, USAF 
DCS/Plans 
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ns cam mans boriihc a tr imcuot sm. u mini «p ms 


LOST TR FUST CB-3C. 


ms IMCTDKMT O- 


LRS A CO-1 


TUI AM ■-!. TR 1SSSUS SBMLD MAR 


SAM IP AM MS OSD. TR MX APTSS TR CM-3 MS SMOT 

AMOTRS CM-1 MS SUT TO TR ASIA OP TR MISHAP. VILE CM 

SHOT MORI II TR USCOt EPTCKT. 1> OUR TO K AMU TO PIi 
MAR CURMBJ TR CM-3 SAM TO DWP IIS TMTMMA1. AMXTLL 
LOAD. UCABS CP THIS. R HAD USCPFICint PRL TO ROCXC 
SIR V TR MOVRD CM-3 AM) RILL UTOMM MM. R MU OHM 
CALLS Off MIS CHIC UAL MISSION. A SECOND OMPU OP PttPI 
LOOIAXIOM OCCOUD DNUM.il P-103 PILOT MS SNOT DO 
IRM TR R-3 RLICOmtS AVI TED OKI TR SRPIRH TKET I 
THE MOD n TV PALLET MRS R MS LOCATES Ml TO SIGN TO rcnm A 
PICTUP. TR SWTTTOt MU V TR LB SIR OP A NOWtAU AH 


U LAM. 


DtAPT 00MUB DOMM SLOPE CAORM TR R-3 TO SCTTU r—llll TR T 
AS TR AXXOAPT S LOVED TO A STB. TV SOI PI TV MU CRMTOAlU 


JOB M. SICS, CAPTAIN, isap 
SAPSTT CPFICV 

OniirinniTi * i 


SIGLLD f / 

e. a. vi iJBIth 
CHIEP, AMINISTIAT1R SBTICES 
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Kt* >rga:i 1 1 At 1 or of 3<i ARRGp (U) 


Colonel Allison C. Brooks I , ^ * 

Comaandcr I j. L (jf lPt“ 

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Servu I Jy 

Dear Colonel Brooks 

(C) Although I had not intended to hting up this subject again, I 
thought I had better explain som> ..f the rationale for attempting to 
have a different reorganization proposed than that which was made by 
MAC. Your message on this subject forwarded from Tachlkawa was the 
first official notification that I had that the position of ARKS had 
changed from thar which was forwarded by Det 7 fttC to MAC headquarters. 

(C) I had also had correspondence from Rudy substantiating the position 
of the headquarters on the four squadron proposal and with all LBR's 
coming directly under 3d Group Headqusrters. I had gotten the word that 
MAC would only subscribe to three squadrons, rather than four squadrons, 
as they figured this would be all that Hq UbAF would approve. I also 
got the word that MAC was strong on having a separate squadron (the 
38th) to covaand the LBR's. The entire point of my proposition was to 
separate the fixed wing and the helicopters, rather than having them 
as an Integrated unit. 

(S) This mix has been the position of Rescue for years, and It has 
always been a sore point with the helicopter pilots. I would like to 
see the helicopter pilots come Into thslr own and for one time at least 
have helicopter units at squadron level in ARS. We are the only USAT 
people who have the opportunity of doing this In the foreseeable ruture. 
My proposal under the three squadron concept would have been as follows: 


1652 


t'W' 


Dot 1 37 AKRSq would be the 39th Sq, consisting of the HC-130's only. 0 ^ 

Phe 38th Sq would Move to Udorn ; Nakhon Ph«noa and be co^oead of 
HH-3/HH-33*s and would have one* detachment of HH-3's at Danang. ^ K 

Tha 37th Sq would remain at Danang with HU-16'e, and at such rtaa 
as tha HU-16'a phaaad out. Oat 1 of the 38th Sq (HH-3's) would be 
redesignated aa tha 37th Sq # However, tha LBR's would coaa 
directly under 3d Croup Headqu*rtors. _ 


1 1 


l have on sevorel occasions given the rationale for the LBR's coming under 
the Group Headquarters so will not take the time to repeat myself. 

CNiHOENM ■ < 

iiSSL i 


u t 
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P1904472 UUmiULiUlM 

TK CINCPACAF 

TO RUKSBJ/2AD TSN RVN 

INFO RUMSBJ/3ARBCP IAS SOW SHUT AB RVB 

BT 

S I C I I I 00 31334 MA& 46. SUBJl unn OF AFS 35-7 _ 

l. CSAF MSG RETRANSMITTED FOB TOO ACTION. PACAF UTFISIOMS EXTO- 
SITC RECOMBNMXIQBS FOB CHANGES TO AFX 33-7. TOUR INFO! REQUIRED 
HI a MUCH 1966 TO MEET CSAF SOSFBtSE. QOOTE. 

SSgnxrtOPF 76744 MU 66. 

cu w a ic MSG, SCBJ: FEBSOHO. RICOVU/EU CONFERENCE (0) 

1903442 IS QUOTED IB PUT FOB TOOT INFORMATION. 

A. PROBLEM! mqaACT OF DIRiaiOB AID GUIDANCE CONTAIN¬ 
ED IN TRI-URTIC2 DIRECTIVE AFX JTTAUN AR NO. 323-90: MAPI 
SUPP, NOT 37(A); SUBJi WARTIME SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) 

PXOCEDOTESl. 

(1) DISCUSSION! [CURRENT SAB OPERATIONS IN SEA SU ABE AT 
▼ABlABCE AS A MATTER OF JBCESSITT OR EXPERIENCE WITH GUID¬ 
ANCE CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE TBI-SERVICE DIRECTIVE. THE 
0PEKING FOUR STATEMENT IS "WARTIME BAR PROCEDURES AXE 
ESSEMTLVLU AN EXTENSION OF THE PEACETIME PROCEDURES 
. ASCRIBED IN THE NATIONAL SEARCH AND RESCUE MANUAL." THIS 
- STAXBCHT IS CONIRAXT TO ACTUAL EXPERIENCE GAINED IN SEAS LA. 

1 IN ACTUALLirr, WARTIME SAX BAS VEST LITTLE IB CCNWOH WITH 
9XACXTIME PROCEDURES. THE POLICE STAIDSNI, AS PUBLISHED 
, HAS 10 TO THE FALLACIOUS BELIEF THAT SAR FORCES EQUIPPED 
rax PEACETIME OPERATIONS CAB SURVIVE IN A CCKBAT ENVIROtHENT. 
nraiKBCE IK SEAS LA HAS PROVED OTHERWISE AND IT HAS BEEN 
NBCESSABT TO AIM AND PROVIDE ARMOR FOR SAX AIRCRAFT ON A 
PRICKXTT BASIS. ADDITIONALLI, OPERA!I9MG FORCES HAVE FOUND 
rr NXCESSART TO FUBUSH a DETAILED manual spelling out 
COORDINATION PROCEDURES AND WARTIME SAR METHODOLOGY. SEVERAL 
HELD SECTIONS OF THE TRI-SERVICE DJtECTIVE .ARE ALSO IN CON- 
FLICT WITH EXISTING PROCEDURES, I. X., CALL SIGN INFORMATION 
AND AUTHENTICATION PROCEDURES. 

AS A RESULT OF flfe CINCPAC RECCMOHDATION, THE JOINT STAFF 
HAS TASKED THE AIR FORCE TO ACCOMPLISH A REVIEW OF APR 53-7, 
WARTIME SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) PROCEDURES, IN CONJURTION 
■IT! THE ARM! AB THE MAVTJ TOUR RICCMtENDATIONS CONCERNING 
POLICT, CCMiAKD AND COORDINATION RESPONSIBILITIES, PROCEDURES, 
C9MUNICAII0IG AND AUTHENTICATION ARE SOLICITED. RE CGWSNDATI CMS 
SUBMITTED MUST BE IN SUFFICIENT DETAIL TO WARRRNT IN- 
CUSION IN A REVISED REGULATION SHOULD THE REVIEW SHOW THAT 
THIS COURSE OF ACTION IS ICCESSART. PLEASE FORWARD TOUR 

cotanis to this hqs no later than i april m«. gf-a 
jORUOTEI gp-four 
iW 


' CAr *U)t 


. A TRUE COPTl 


WILSON, CV><4, 
Chief, Adnln SWnrl=•■ 
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-BJKCT: (U) 3EA0R 7-FY-66 QOR (Foliage Penetrating DiBtJ-ess Si,;nai System) . 

e>o 036 f'l I 

rO: USAF {A7u <QR) ASD (ASJ) PAOAF (Defile 

tac (i>or;) aklj (.l:c?fh) tawc 

A?3C (3C3-6) oAWC .’A C 


No 

131 ’ 


1. (tj) This SEA Operational Requirement (SEAOR) is submitted in 
accordance with the provisions of APR 57-3 and procedures established 
at the Southeast Asia (SEA) Conference convened at Headquarters UOA. 
on 2, 3* and ♦ June 1965 

2. (u) 2 IS5ICP : The basis of successful aircrew recovery operatn us 
in JEA rests on being able to q-lckly locate and identify downed 
aircrew aembers In oininum time, electronic and visual signals 
greatly assist in expediting recovery. 4 device is urgently required 
tr.*t will consistently launch visual rr grain throng yur., le. f ilia, 

w ch foras a thick canopy 200 feet a u»e t ie dovned crew :.c •: . 

3. •.:) . R r ,- ITY : The lark 13 hod C hay-light flare l-> pre¬ 

sently being used as a visual signal, principally for its e.-.ok-' 
characteristic. Pen-gun flares are also carried by all aiicrev.s 
for visual signaling. The 38 calibre revolver firing tracer ammuni¬ 
tion Is also used for this purpose. 

4. (u) EXI3T:::9 3SFU1-R J.E3: The present signaling devices do . 

consistently penetrate the thick Jurq-le car.opy. Smoke free t-<- 
Ijirk 13 hod 0, Day-Right flare is suppressed and diffused to iegre* 
that degrades its signaling capability and does not provide pinpoint 
location. Tne pen-gun flares usually car-not penetrate the 3 .ogle 
canopy and eve insufficient illu inatlon, even when they dn pen'-trate, 
to Insure attracting the rescue pilots'attention. The 38 can i e 
tracer aaaunition, presently bein, used, mil penetrate t..e esnopy 
out h"6 Halted success In attracting rescue aircraft when sed '-i tn 
out t :e aid of two-way voice radio ccsc.unic.atlnns. 

5. (c) CCBCKPT OP ETiflY-EiT i A sn~ll hand launc in. devi-. la 
be cariled by each airciew meulsr. This la richer wjuid -e <qa » 
of consistently launching various t.-pee of ;aylonds t-rough t. e 
20C foot high Jun.le cai-.opy. A variety of aigjaling devices r- h 
*3 the standard red a i green flares, dye dispersing cl.a:gee, star 
burst flares and chaff would be utilized to provide the air r»- 


y 1A_ » 2$ ... 

*Bepra<iuc#d on 3 • tf (l i. k£ 

by authority of 6? C 1 

Copy t ) oi / cyiS) 
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DEPARTMENT Of Ihfc AIR fORCfl PROJECT, C 

MIADOUAftTfRt MVINTH AIK FO»C« IPMCAPt \V>J 

ARO RAN MtANCiaCO *«»07 I D O N C 


runjnct. SEAOR #75 (FY-67)(New Forest Penetrator Rescue 


USAF (AFRDQ-P) AFLC (MCFPM) A FT tf TS A ) 
PACAF (DORQ) USAFSS ASD (ASJ) 

13AF ATC (ATXRQ) TAC (DORQ) 



SAWC 

ARRS 


1 . (U) This SEAOR is submitted in accor(|fc|tee with the provisions 
of AFR 57-X end procedures established at the Southeast Asia (SEA) 
conference held at Hq USAF on 2 - 4 June 1*M. 

2. (U) MISSION : The Seventh Air Force is responsible for the 
conduct of tactical air operations in Southeast Asia as directed. 

This mission includes the task of searching for and recovering 
downed airmen. 

J. (C) RE QUIRED OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY : During the 
conduct of the recovery sequence, the rescue helicopter must 
lower a device on which (os in which) the airman can ascsnu to 
the rescue aircraft. A requirement exists for an entir ely new 
or vastly improved device upon which (or in which) a downed 
airman may safely ascend to the rescue helicopter. 

4 . (C) DETERMINATION OF DEFICIENCIE S/NEEDS: 

a. Deficiencies : 

(1) The forest penetrator (Rescue Seat) presently in 
use tends to catch on limbs, branches and vines while being 
raised through the jungle canopy. Serious injuries have fre¬ 
quently been incurred by personnel riding the seat up through 
the thick cover. In at least one case, a downed airman was 
lost when the helicopter hoist failed after seat and cable became 
entangled in the trees. 

(2) The present device is difficult for the downed crew 
member to see in thick foliage and/or ground cover. 

(J) Aside from the possibility of Injury, the current 

device is uncomfortable when ridden for more than a *•■*■•••• 
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(4) If the rider is not properly safety belted to the 
seat, there is risk of falling off, with attendant potential for 
injury or loss of life# 

(5) Once in possession of the downed airman, the 
current penetrator seat is still, to a degree, difficult to rig. 

A nervous man, one who is already injured, wet or perhaps 
clinging to a tree with one hand has trouble opening the canvas 
case which contains the safety straps. 

b. Needs : 

(1) There is an urgent need for a device by which a 
downed airman can be conveyed safely upward to a hovering 
recovery aircraft. 

(2) The device must incorporate the following charac¬ 
teristics : 

(a) On descent, must easily penetrate a thick, .♦ 
tangled jungle canopy such as is typical in SEA. 


(b) On ascent, must penetrate the jungle canopy 


with facility. 

(c) Must be lightweight. »*• 

J (d) Must be easy to find after having been 

lowered into vegetation, through it. colo r and/or by mean, of 
an incorporated signal light. 

/ (e) Must be easy to mount quickly, even for an ^ 

injured person. 

(f) Must incorporate a safety feature which will ^ 
prevent accidental falls from it. 

(g) Must give protection for the rider against / 
injury during ascent by tree limbs, branches and vines. 

(h) Must be corrosion proof. 

(1) Must have capability to carry two men. *' 

/ (j) Must be comfortable for ride, up to 15 minute. , 
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(k) Must be compatible with door sizes and shapes ^ 
and hoist stop positions found on the HH-43, HH-53B, HH-3E, 
CH-3C and UH-1F helicopters. 

(l) Must be easily storable inside the rescue aircraft. 

(m) Must be easy to take on board after ascent with 

two persons. 

5. (C) QUANTITIES INVOLVED : USAF rescue helicopters 
presently assigned or programmed for SEA number sixty (60), 

USAF support helicopters having a secondary rescue mission num¬ 
ber twenty-eight (28). Total quantity, not including spares, is 
eighty-eight (88). 

6. (C) HARMONIZATION : USN and USA helicopters deployed in 
SEA also provide rescue support and should be afforded an 
opportunity to obtain the requested capability. 

7. <U) SPECIAL COMMENTS : Design proposals may address any 
feasible configurations, i.e., the rescued airman may ride either 
in the device or on the device. 


'ItJrff Ir’/lo' V'- 

WILLIAM W. MOMYER'lLtC 


General, USAF 


Commander 


Copy to: 

USAF (AFSME/AFXOP) 
USAFE 

MACV (J-342) 

MAC (MAORD) 

USAF Tac Ftr Wpns 
Ctr 

WRAMA (WRN) 

7/13AF (Dep Cmdr) 
5AF 

1ST CAG 
7AF (ARRG) 
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PROrjT CORONA HARVEST I 
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APO SAN niMCISCO 96307 QQ Q JoiO 


DU TO 
TO OF: DO 

4 

nacti smack. 


<rnu to* 


* SEP 196 


(Airboro* Ground Fir* Warning Dario*) (0) 


PACAP (DCBQ) 
TAbC 



MAP (WW ) A3D (AM) - PACAP (DChQ) 

TAC (DOM) APLC (ICO) TAbC 

AFVC (B68-6) SAMC 

1. Thin SA Operational teqnlr**—t (SLACK) la *ubnllt*d la amirdnab* 
with th* |rrrlil«u of API 57-3 uA p roaad u ra* aatabllahed la tho South- 
«oat Ada (5X1) ooafi r oao* eonroaad at Readquartare MAP *a 2,3, tad 

4 «■» 1945. 

2. najUt Tho 2ad Air Dlrlalaa la roapoaalbla for tho oeadaet of Air 
0»*ratian*la MA falllag within tho jwrladletioa of OOKJaUCV and 
COMKMACTMI. Air bora* Forward Air Coatrollar* (FAC) play a groat part 
la this re A*. It la th* FAC'a respoMibillty to Locate and Identify 
tba target aad direct fighter aad strike aircraft agalaot th* «***y. 

Th* FAC la aleo a* p a hi * of artillary fir* adjustaaat, aad aay act a* a 
aabaUtat* Alrbaraa firmi Foot. 



MPT (yi PAEIUTT : Th* FAC la th* prlaa ataa of laeatlac target*, 
i aoonApLlahad tgr dually surveying a awapocted target area far 
eacMt ration, supply build-npa, rahlol* track*, hardware, ate. 

t At p rcaa a t th* only —ana of 
t* often th* FAC will h*ar 
fir* bat la naahla to l**at* It ar deterala* th* ad* of we a pro* 
lag the firing. The FAC hlaael f aay b# th* target. 


5. QWC MT flf BgLOIMPT i Aa 1—adiat. require *-1 -data la SIA for 
FAC hlroraft t* bo aqnlpped with oa Alrboroo Qrouad Fire Warning Derloo. 
Tkia derloo would provide the fallowing: 


a. Open detect ion of aog grouad fire inaedl »to evnalre actio* 
o«uld h* tahaa, aad la c*ajuaeti*a ( auppreaolr* fir* eonld b* otortad 
by strike alroruft or by tho aircraft b*lag fired upon. 


b. I t Mae data waald be oallected fir Iat*Ulgoaco 
<y avrlrahUlty la the preeewt type el teat Ion la 3BA. 


Dedal t* tec tie a aaald be developed 


v: t -i 

s_* O 
*«b rr O. 


[V. 

hi 


WvjMKAOE.enr^,,,,,. 
OfClASSiFltC AFTER 12 1 fa«s 
ooo Dipsponifl 


aa a raaalt of (b) above. 
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d. TIm type of wan p ons being fired mold also bo dotsruiatd, i.s. 
autoastic, aeui-entoustic, ate. 

«. Areas of hostile fir* not yet exposed could b* d*t«ct*d. 

f. Oth*r aircraft such a* tb* PC-47, C-L23, Helioopters aad poaslbly 
•arfae* vehicle* could utilia* tb* device. 

6. P^rrupiTf CAPABIUT1S3 HBttllBP t Tb* proposal d*t*ctioa dories 
au*t b* aemarste aad rslisbl*. It mat b* light in v»lgbt and Mall ia 
values. It Boat raquir* nlnluua aaintanance to r —la operational, aad 
it ant b* 1 mmm t* oxtreue daapnaa* and otbar weather phenomenon. 

Tb* fo Hosing capabilities ar* raquir ad: 


♦1<£ 


i. Daairad accuracy ia aiinth ehould b* + 5°. Acceptable accuracy 


b. Daairad mstIwu* detection rang* should b* 1000 aatara with an 
accuracy of + 50 aatara. 

e. Qua sail bar* detection should ba .30 Cal up through .SO Cal. 


Hit datactla* would act ba required, 
■ear alas detection la needed. 


f. had: 
be reeat t* 


■Id be auffielant with a rounds counter that could 


g. Be capable of operating satisfactorily up to speeds at 250 ITS IAS. 


a. This da rise should be added to tb* Parfamaaca Capntdlltiaa Des ir 
as outlined la 2 AD QCK, Paragraph 5, dated U July 1965, SubjectiSBA 
Qualitative Oparatlonal lequlraaant for a new PAC aircraft. 

b. As aa iatsrla measure tb* Airborne Acoustic Ground Pir* Detector 
developed bp the Staafard Research Institute (SI) Mould be acceptable. 


aaed we r e Any UH-U helicopter*. Tb* results of tbsao testa ar* contained 
in AC TIT-AD report dated 20 Jeiumry 1965. Tb* following limitation* 


a. Tb* device aould 


return fir* frea tb* helicopter. 


b. The Seri** mb* triggered hr lag electrical surges la tbs aircraft 
slsetrieal syotau. 
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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 


HEADQUARTERS 
PACIFIC AIR FORCES 
United States Air Fori 
APO 953, San Francisco, Cali 


CQNFpTIAL 


vc 


SUBJECT: (U) Southeast Asia SAR Requirements 


TO: Hq Air Rescue Service 


PtfbftCT CORONA HARVEST 

DO NOT DESTROY 


CATALOGS 


December 1961: 




Ne 006 368V 


1. (s) As requested in Air Rescue Servicel 

5 October 195^, CINCPACAF and PARC have conducted a joint study to determine 
future search and rescue (SAR) requirements in Southeast Asia (SEA). The 
continuous and unpredictable fluctuation of the political and military 
situation In SEA makes it extremely difficult to determine firm future SAR 
requirements; however, the current and programmed activities in SEA 
(attachment l), past performances of ARS forces presently TOY to SEA 
(attachment 2) and current contingency operations plans have been analyzed 
to determine the extent ARS support is required by the current situation. 

It is assumed that the present tactical force structure will remain in the 
Fhilippine/SEA area for an indefinite period and the tempo of operations 
will continue at the same rate or increase in intensity. Rescue forces 
are required to be in place for quick reaction and i m mediate operational 
support of requirements originated and promulgated at the DOD/JCS level 
requiring PACAF forces to react and respond within two to twelve hours 
after notification. 


2. (s) Current activities and contingency operations plans require ARS 

rotary wing aircraft for combat aircrew recovery (ACR) and local base 
rescue (LBR) support of USAF tactical operations. The number of sorties 
and flying times shown in attachment 2 and the necessity for daily alert 
posture in Thailand and a continuous alert posture in RVN substantiates 
the rescue helicopter requirement. The HH-1*3B and F model helicopters 
presently assigned are only marginally suitable for the ACR mission and 
should be replaced without delay by a more suitable ACR vehicle such as 
the HH-3C helicopter. CINCPACAF message PRODC 1-1332 , 6 August 1961:, 
information to Headquarters ARS, is a recapitulation of considerable 
previous correspondence establishing the requirement for the HH-3C 
helicopter in the PACOM. The ACR capability should provide quick reaction 
coverage for all of the RVN land and coastal areas and should extend as 
far as possible into Laos and North Vietnam to support reconnaissance 
missions and known contingency plans. The Republic of Vietnam (RVN) is 
divided into four Corps areas, each of which should have its own responsive 
SAR support for quick and effective rescue/recovery actions. The LBR 
capability should cover the main operating bases of Korat, Takhli, DaNang, 
and the Bien Hoa/fan Son Nhut complex since all tactical aircraft in SEA 
are combat configured, thus requiring maximum I£R fire suppression and 
crash rescue protection. The HH-43B and F model helicopters are capable 
of providing this support, however, the F model is recomaended for Vietnam 
because of the combat environment and the specialized configuration of 
this aircraft. Also, three helicopters per LBR unit in RVN are recommended 


M«NM.OtS AT 9 TlAft ItrrCVVAi* 
BtCUM'rHO *FTM la VCAJM. 
DCO OIB •100.19 


mm 
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because of the off-base exposure rate and the close proximity of hostile 
forces which require the helicopters to operate in pairs and to get in 
and out of incident sites quickly before enemy forces can congregate and 
make the area insecure. 

3. (S) Considering the above stated requirements, the following AES 

helicopter force structure is recommended for SEA: 

a. Bien Hoa, RVN: 

(1) One ACB unit of three combat modified HH-3C helicopters to 
provide an aircrew recovery capability in the III Corps area. Three 
HH-43F helicopters are presently in place and can be retained to satisfy 
LBR requirements stated in paragraph 3a(2), below. 

(2) One LBR uriit of three HH-43F helicopters to provide local 
base crash/rescue coverage for the Bien Hoa/Tan Son Nhut complex which 
has a very high density of both tactical and normal air traffic. 

b. DaNang, RVN: 

(1) One ACR unit of three combat modified HH-3C helicopters to 
provide an aircrew recovery capability in the I Corps area. Three HH-I3F 
helicopters are presently in place and can be retained to satisfy LBR 
requirements stated in paragraph 3b(2), below. 

(2) One LBR detachment of three HH-43F helicopters to provide 
local bash crash/rescue coverage for tactical forces consisting of 
numerous USAF jet fighter aircraft and various types of VNAF aircraft to 
include A1E aid AIR aircraft. Current planning indicates the possibility 
of a large influx of USAF tactical aircraft at this base for interdiction, 
retaliatory and/or contingency operations. 

c. Fleiku, RVN: 

(1) One ACR unit of three combat modified HH-3C helicopters to 
provide an aircrew recovery capability in the II Corps area and the southern 
tip of Laos. 

d. Can Tho, RVN: 

(1) One ACR unit of three combat modified HH-3C helicopters to 
provide an aircrew recovery capability in the IV Corps area. 

e. Nakhon Fhanom, Thailand: 

(l) One ACR unit of three HH-3C helicopters to provide an aircrew 
recovery capability for reconnaissance and tactical missions in the southern 
panhandle of Iaos and for extension into the Plaines des James area is 
required. The present situation indicates this will be a continuing require¬ 
ment. Although attachment 2 shows very little mission activity at this 
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location, it is considered essential because of its strategic location 
near the Laos panhandle. The Nakhon Fhanom helicopters provide the only 
immediate aircrew recovery capability in the event of an emergency SAB 
mission in this area. 

f. Korat, Thailand: 

(l) One LBR detachment of two HH-R3B helicopters to provide 
local base/crash rescue coverage for tactical and training operations. 
Although the number of tactical aircraft operating from this location 
varies from day to day, the primary support is for TDY F-105 aircraft. 

g. Takhli, Thailand: 

(1) One LBR detachment of two HH-43B helicopters to provide 
local base/crash rescue coverage for tactical and training operations. 

Again, the number of aircraft varies from day to day as the mission 
dictates. 

4. (s) The following actions by MATS (ARS) are recommended to provide 

required rescue helicopter support for SEA: 

a. Provide fifteen HH-3C helicopters, required personnel and equipment 
on a PCS basis to comprise the ACR units as designated by paragraph 3 above. 
The HH-43F helicopters presently at DaNang and Bien Hoa and the HH-43B 
helicopters presently TDY to Nakhon Phanom are marginally acceptable as 

I an interim ACR aircraft and should be replaced without delay by the more 
capable HH-3C. 

b. Provide six HH-4-3F helicopters, required personnel and equipment, 
on a PCS basis to comprise the LBR detachments at Bien Hoa and DaNang. 

The HH-43F helicopters presently in place may be diverted to satisfy this 
requirement after the HH-3C helicopters are in place for the ACR mission. 

c. Continue to provide from CONUS resources four HH-43B helicopters, 
required personnel and equipment, on a rotational TDY basis to comprise 
the LBR detachments at Takhli and Korat. 

1 5. (S) The requirement for ARS fixed wing aircraft in SEA is well 

validated in attachment 2 which reveals that TDY HU-16 aircraft have 
averaged 313 mission flying hours per month for SAR support of tactical 
and reconnaissance missions into laos, Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) 

1 and Gulf of Tonkin areas. This flying hour activity does not include the 

hours expended for redeployments to the respective home stations for 
maintenance and crew rotations and likewise does not include training 
hours accomplished at the deployment sites. During October alone, 408 
HU-16 mission hours were flown necessitating deployment of five and 
sometimes six aircraft and crews on a continuous TDY basis. These aircraft 
are engaged in providing continuous SAR alert, daily strip alert, precau¬ 
tionary orbits, and on the scene SAR control for high priority tactical 
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missions levied by JCS. It is essential that ARS continue to provide 
three HU-16 aircraft at DaNang, RVN and two HU-16 aircraft at Korat, 
Thailand to provide the above support, this requirement is established 
by CINCPACAF Operations Order 120-61 dated 5 August 1964. 

6. (s) It is noted that the accumulative effect of current TDY rotations 
and a manning factor of 1.0 has caused a drastic degradation of training 
and maintenance programs and local SAP capability of both the 33d and 
31st Air Rescue Squadrons. The problem caused by the loss of TDY aircraft 
and crews from the home station is compounded by the fact that each 
squadron presently has an aircraft in IRAN with one additional aircraft 
scheduled to the IRAN facility during the months of March and May 1965. 

The end result is that each squadron usually has two aircraft at the 

home station with one of these just returning from SEA requiring extensive 
maintenance and inspection. This leaves one aircraft for SAR alert and 
aircrew proficiency training. Augmentation from HC-51 squadrons alleviates 
the problem somewhat, but the dissimilar equipment compounds administrative, 
supply and maintenance problems. 

7. (S) To alleviate this critical situation, it is recommended that ARS: 

a. Assign four additional HU-16 UE aircraft to the 33d Air Rescue 
Squadron. 

b. Increase the manning factor to allow a continuous TDY rotation 
of five HU-16 aircraft, aircrews, and support personnel to SEA while 
continuing effective maintenance and training programs and normal SAR 
coverage of the assigned area of responsibility. The manning should be 
based on a utilization rate of 50 flying hours per month per aircraft. 

c. Augment the 33d ARS with TDY aircraft and personnel as an interim 
solution until PCS aircraft and personnel can be assigned. 

d. Provide Mobile Spares Kits (MOSPAKs) to support the flying hour 
program of 50 hours per month per aircraft. These MDSPAKs will have a 
spares level capable of supporting the flying hour program resupplied 
through STAR procedures (Speed through Air Resupply) Volume I, Chapter 15, 
AIM 67-1. 

8. (s) Upon acceptance of the recoianendation contained in paragraph 7, 
the 33d ARS will assume the majority of the responsibility for HU-16 
deployments to SEA. The 31st ARS will assume their normal SAR responsi¬ 
bilities to include the precautionary orbits required between Clark and 
SEA, and limited participation in SAR activities in SEA. 

9- (U) This letter is classified secret to uphold the classification of 

Air Rescue Service requirements to support tactical operations in Southeast 
Asia. 


THOMAS S. MOORMAN 
Lieutenant General, USAF 
Vice Commander in Chief 


CilNflOENTWl 


1. (s) Current A Programed 
Activities in Southeast Asia 

2. (C) Mission Activities of ICY 
ARS Forces 

Copy to: Hq MATS 
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CURRENT AND PROGRAMMED ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 


NICK NAME 


LIMA MIKE 


DESCRIPTION 

Rotation of Jet fighter aircraft from 
CONUS to Clark AB and/or SEA and return. 
Three squadrons plus one augmented 
squadron are scheduled to rotate in 
Feb 1965. These aircraft are normally 
stationed at Clark AB and periodically 
rotate in and out of SEA as the mission 
dictates. 


FREQUENCY 

Semi-annually CONUS 
to Clark. Three to 
five flights weekly 
between Clark AB 
and SEA. 


FESCUE REQUIREMENTS 

Precautionary orbits Zebra 
Bravo and Zebra Delta on the 
semi-annual rotation; Zebra 
Delta or Zebra Charlie on the 
weekly flights between Clark 
and SEA. 


CANDY MACHINE Jet fighter movements between Clark AB 
and SEA for Air Defense reasons. 
Usually there is little if any advance 
notice of these flights. 


YANKEE TEAM 


LUCKY DRAGON 


QUEEN BEE 


Reconnaissance missions over the cent¬ 
ral (Plaines des Jarres) and panhardle 
regions of Laos. 


Reconnaissance 


Reconnaiseance 


As the mission 
dictates. Usually 
one per week. 


2 USN/USAF Recce 
missions per day 
during daylight 
hours. Proposed 
1.5/RB-66 missions 
per night. 


Ten per month. 


Precautionary orbit Zebra 
Delta or Zebra Charlie with 
little advance notice. 


Average of three HU-16 pre¬ 
cautionary orbits per day 
and continuous helicopter 
alert at DaNang and Nakhon 
Rianom. Helicopter strip 
alert at a forward operating 
base (usually Quang Tri) is 
presently being provided by 
Marine H-3U helicopters. 

HU-16 strip alert at DaNang. 
Helicopter strip alert at 
Da Nang, Nakhon Phanom and 
Bien Hoa. 

One HU-16 precautionary 
orbit daily. 
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MICK NAME 


COPPER COIN 


DESCRIPTION 

Reconnaissance 


BOX TOP AND 
OTHERS 


VIETNAM-GENERAL 


THAILAHD- 

GENERAL 


Tactical and reconnaissance type 
missions in the general area of the 
Gulf of Tonkin that are generated on 
a day to day basis as the mission 
dictates. 


Tactical, reconnaissance, and training 
missions operating from all four Corps 
areas on a day to day basis as the 
mission dictates. 


Reconnaissance and training missions 
operating frcm Korat, Takhli, Don 
Muang, and Udorn. The actual number 
of aircraft operating from these 
bases fluctuates frequently as the 
mission dictates, however the primary 
support is for IDY F-100 and F-105 
aircraft. 


FREQUENCY 

Daily- 


Three per day in the 
past. Predicted one 
per day in the future. 


Continuously during 
the day and often at 
night as a result of 
Viet Cong activity. 


Daily during daylight 
hours and occasional 
night reconnaissance 
missions. 


RESCUE REQUIREMENTS 

One HU-16 precautionary 
orbit. Helicopter strip 
alert at a forward operating 
base presently being pro¬ 
vided by Marine H-34 heli¬ 
copters from DaNang. 

One and sometimes two HU-16 
precautionary orbits per day 
and eight to twelve hours of 
helicopter strip alert per 
day at DaNang and a forward 
operating base, usually 
Quang Tri. 

Continuous aircrew recovery 
capability to cover the RVN 
land and coastal areas. 

Local base crash rescue 
coverage for the main opera¬ 
ting bases of DaNang, and 
Bien Hoa/Tan Son Nhut complex. 

Local base crash rescue 
coverage for the main 
operating bases of Korat and 
Takhli. Precautionary 
orbits for reconnaissance 
missions and normal SAR for 
activities concerning USAF 
forces in Thailand. 
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Bien Hoa 

HH-U3B 

- 

- 

62 / 21 * 

132/61 

9l*/l*l* 

BaNang 

HH-43B 

- 

- 

50/20 

100/50 

79/3 1 * 

Korat 

HH-43B 

- 

- 

32/10 

6’*/23 

50/30 

Takhli 

HH-43B 

- 

- 

V3 

8/6 

32/13 

Nakhon Phanom HH-1+3B 

o/o 

o/o 

0/0 

0/0 

2/1 

DaNang 

HU-16 

9/33 

1*3/211 

53 / 291 * 

27/116 

1 * 5/223 

Korat 

hu -16 

- 

- 

20/57 

30/112 

1*9/185 


K 

The above figures do not include flying tine expended for training and Maintenance. 
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ERCCO 

Corona Harvest. Study 


AUS (ARXDC) 

1. This report it submitted late due to late receipt of your letter 
dated 8 November 1968, subject as above. Tour letter requiring the 
report not later than 1 Hoveaber 1963 was received in this office on 
13 Hoveaber 19bb. 

2. First, I should make It clear that I have not served a Lour in 
Southeast Asia. During the period June 1962 through June I9e5 I 
served as the Coemander, Pacific Air Rescue Center and was coapletely 
Involved in the establishment of ASKS in SEA. Based on the three 
year tour of duty in PARC, I may be able to contribute something to 
the validity of the Corona Harvest Study. 

3. The following are details, as I remember them, pertaining to 
establishment of Detachment 3, PARC (SEA JSARC) and the introduction 
of ARRS aircraft into the combat environment. 

a. SEA JSARC . 

(1) The Tan Son Nhut JSARC was organised in March 19o2 aa 
Detachment 3, PARC and operated as an Integral part of the 2d Air 
Division Combat Operations Canter. Since the 13th Air Force was 
responsible tor all operations in SEA, Detachment 3, PARC reported 
operationally to 13th Air Force (Detarhmant 2, FARC) and administra¬ 
tively to Hq PARC. (Lt Colonel Etnest J. Trailer, now stationed 
with Hq ARRS, wee the llrst comarander or Detachment 3, PARC end will 
ne eblc to add more detail.) Detachment 3, PARC was responsible for 
all search and rescue In RVH Involving U.S. aircraft in a coordinating/ 
controlling role only since, at that time, no prlsmry rescue forces 
were aaelgned to SEA. 

(2) At the time Detaclwent 3, PARC was organised we were also 
supporting, on a TOY basis trom H>, PARC, an ICC with 2d Air Division 
(ADVOID located at Don Huang Alrpoti, Bangkok, Thailand. This ICC 
oparated from tents on the alrlleld at Bangkok and was supported for 
90-120 days. The Eangkoa RCC operated aa a sub-RCC of Tan Son Mhut 
and was responsible for search and rescue in Thai land Involving U.S. 
aircraft. Again, this vaa a coordlnatlag/controllfag role due to the 
absence of primary SAR forces. (Lt Colonel Trexler may be a possible 
source o. additional information on this operation. Lt Colonel Albeit 
J. McMamee, presently si MAC Headquarters, spent a period of TOY with 
the Bangkok RCC and may oe an addluonal source or Imorsiatloc.) 


0 
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b. AMS Helicopters tn SKA . 

(1) Tha Introduction of UU helicopters into SEA Ml 
promp Lad by tha deployment of an 7-100 (quadras to Takhll Air Baaa, 
Thailand In mid-19b2. Ha lie op tar aupport of tha F-100 squadron mi 
obtalnad through tha deployment of DataclMont 47, IA2C, Lang lap AIB. 
Virginia. To tha boat of my racollactlon tha BI-19 aircraft of 
Detachment 47, IA2C ramainad at Takhll 42 until rallavad by dap lop- 
aant of tha Oaan LB1 In April-May 1964. (Major Jla I. lartlay was 
tha flrat coaaaandar of tha Takhll detachment and aay ahad nor a 
light on tha Takhll oparatlon.) 

(2) Quickly following the deployment of tha Oaan Lit to 
Takhll mi the deployment ot tha LBK aleaant of tha 33d AIM from 
■aha to Makhoo Phanom 42, Thailand. Thlo waa a deployment accomp- 
liahed In June 1964 to a completely bare baae, without alaeplng 
quarter*, a dining hall, POL or a aamb1auca of baaa aupport. The 
Haha L2I remained at NIP until relieved by re-deployment of a CONUg 
TDY 121 unit In November 19o4. 

(3) Simultaneously, CONUS LBK unite arrived at Da Bang AB 
and Blan Ho* to Initiate the rlrat aircrew racovory operation of the 
Vietnam war. Equipped with the HH-43B aircraft tbeee unit* performed 
In a superior manner In developing tha procaduraa and practlcea which 
formed the nucleus of the follow-on aircrew recovery mission. 

(4) In October 1964 tha first combat configured HH-43F arrived 
In KVN, were located at Da Nang and glen Ho* and formed tha first true 
aircrew recovery units. The B models at these two locations ware 
deployed to Takhll AB and Makhon Phanom 42 to replace tha Oaan and 
Naha LB2 units which ware returned to home stations. 

(5) During mld-1964 to ald-19o3 additional CONUB 122 units 

ware made available for RVN duty. By the and of tha deployment period In 
mld-1965, COHUE L2E units were located at Takhll, Nakhon Phanom, Udorn, 
Ubon, Korat, all in SKA, and at Kuan Iwang In Taiwan. Additionally, two 
PCS ACt units were located at Da Nang and Blen Boa. 

c - ABIB Flaad Wing Mrcreft in SKA . With the Intensification of 
jet fighter agtlvlty in SEA In 1964, It became evident that AIM fined 
wing aircraft would be required for SAI aupport. Initially, HD-16 air¬ 
craft were deployed to Da Nang In Hay 1964 from the 31st AIKS, Clark AB 
to provide such euppo.t. It then became necessary to cover the Clark AB 
area of responsibility with HC-54 aircraft from Tachlkawa and Guam. Due 
I® over commitment of the HD-16 in SEA and the obvious popularity of the 
HD-16 orbit missions, additional aircraft were deployed to SKA from the 
33d AIIE, Haha AB, Okinawa and positioned first at Da Hang and later at 
Udorn. It later became necessary, as tighter operations further intensi¬ 
fied, to commit the HC-54 aircraft ot the 36th AIM and 79th AIM to TDY 
duty In SEA. Under this concept the HC-54 waa stationed at Ddorn tor 


2 



o 



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 






THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


■ 


i 


tnUnd orbi l mlaalonc and the HU-16 at Da Hans for a combination 
ot Inland and water orbit mleeione. With the conitneat to SEA oi 
four of the five Pacific baaed aquadrona it became neceaaary to 
deploy the HC-97 aircraft o i the 7oth AUS to Clark Al to covar 
required SAR actlviiiee in the Philippine area. Thla procedure 
continued until my aeparture from PAJJtC in June 19b5 and, to the 
beat of my knowledge, continued until replacement HC-130 aircraft 
were made available. 

3. Without adequate recorda, it la extremely difficult to recon - 
atruct the exact aequence of evante aa they tranaplred three to 
aix yeara back. 1 am hopeful that the Information contained herein, 
which la atrlctly from memory, will In aome aaall way contribute to 
the ARKS documentation of SEA activitiea ao that we may never again 
aee AMS in the degrading poaitlon we found outaelvea in following 
the Korean War. 


WALTER r. DKRCK, Colonel, USAF 
Commander 
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PROJECT CORONA HARVE^rl 
DO NOT DESTROY j 


FRCK: Capt Gordon L. Hall 
Det 8 AARRC 


21 Nov 1966 


SUBJECT: Corona Harvest Study 

TO: /i/?XPC No QQQ £■?—V 

1. In reply to your setter dated 5 Nov 68, I am enclosing my only copy 
of S.O.H97. 

2. There were no Hil6'a at Takhli during the period 2 Jul 62 - 18 Sep 
62. Seme were deployed from 33rd JLRSq later, but as I recall their mis¬ 
sion was classified and we were not provided any information on it. 

3. There is no data in my personal files other than S.0.#197 which would 
substantiate our mission requirement, host of our flying was in support 
of a bombing range located roughly 45 nm SE of Takhli and 30 nm east of 
Koke Kathiem AB. This was an old Thai range which was reactivated by the 
6010th TAC Gp to keep their F-1CO crews current. We hauled personnel and 
material for this range,however, our mission was rescue coverage for the 
6010th TAC Gp, and our range missions would be classified as base support. 
When we deployed to Takhli under SFF Oplan 5-61 cur Naha mission was 
covered by base flight H19's. We were recalled to Naha when the base 
flight H19's were deployed to New Guinea on a United Nations project. It 
was our understanding at the time that Takhli still had a valid require¬ 
ment which was filled later in 1962 or early 1963 by deployment of one of 
the LARRC detachments. I suppose substantiation of mission requirements 
for that deployment would be roughly equivalent with airs. I regret that 

all I can do is recall eventa as I believe they happened for I have no 
documentation of the above. 

4. My recall of the Canmand and Control of our operation is lees than 
complete. There wss a Rescue Coordinator at Don Muang that was very help¬ 
ful on our missions. Major Gunter could give a much better idea of the 
set up as he went to Don Muang to clarify our mission, and alerting pro¬ 
cedures etc. Aa the lowest ranking pilot in the organisation I didn't do 
such of the coordinating but as I recall the Rescue Coordinator had a desk 
in the COC at Don Muang. 1 am not sure whether this was the 6C10th CF or 
a higher echelon. 

5. A typical mission at Takhli started with a call for medical help 
through the local Thai radio net. The Takhli Base Commander(Thai) informed 
us that he had received a radio message indicating one of air men at the 
bombing range had been bitten by a venomous snake. Major Davis and I im¬ 
mediately departed for the range with a Thai doctal" and a flight surgeon 

on board. While we were enroute to the range Capt Gunter at Takhli re¬ 
quested assistance through the coordinator at Don Muang. We Were Informed 
that snake bite serum and experienced personnel ware being dispatched via 
Army Caribou to Koke Kathiem AB. We arrived at Koke Kathiem about an hour 
and ten minutes after notification ana the Caribou smiting to take the 
seriously ill airman to Bangkok. 
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Major Robert W. Davis and 1 flaw the mission and Major iucian A. Gunter 
arranged the details and then followed with ths second HI9 to provide com¬ 
munications and back up our bird. We received word that the victim later 
recovered. 


i— 


GORDON L. HALL, Captain, USAF 

0155283 
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PROjuCT CORONA HARVEST u 

■ K 


1 6 JAN 1969 


PROAS (SMSgt Hawkine/U5Ufi) 


Corona Harvest Study (AJtOCTT Ur, 15 Nor 60) 


un (aiogpf) 


™ n * tur * of this reply mat be of neoraslty bo prssmit id In a 
gsnare l iratlaM fr«M personal experiences divine poriodo sprat In MA. 


2. tlra period 1961 thresh 1964. 


o. During thio period parareac u sM on war* deployed TDI to SBA 
in support of orbit or duckbutt Missions os tirawanidiai s on HD-16 
aire reft. The concept of operations was idanticol to operations In 
any rescue effort In troploal areas with the additional tasks of 
providing survivor protection In a hostile environment and conducting 
escape and evasion survivor assistance to a secure area. 


Ilf 2^ 


b. Conventional pararescue deployment methods, i.e., parachuting 
to the survivor was not accomplished during this period although 
In one lnatanes an attempt was to be aade but approxlrately 5 minutes 
prior to arrival on scene the survivor was taken into custody by 
unfriendly forces. 


c. During ths etnaer of 1964 perarsscuemsn wers assigned as 
■edioal technicians on KH-43 aircraft deployed to SJU. The »-t v - 
r * a *^ n *^ same as for the HD—16 assigned pararetcuemen except 
penetration and ertraeticn was to be sade by helicopter. 


3. Tims period 1965 through 1966. 


a. Pararrscumnen were assigned to HH-43 units In gVN and takke 

, to *“ Uc * 1 Firefighter In selected ralte 

taeked with Airedaw Kecovery and Local Base Bescus Missions. They 
were employed extensively in this capscity with great success. 
During this period In addition to ACS and LER Missions these HB-43 
unite were setive In asdloal evasustlop si eel one Involving wowdod 
anchor injured ground forces personnel. It was evident et this 
time at the operating level that ths pararesoueran who was firs- 
fighter qualified in addition to his mn/ other skills \mm extremeT 
well suited to this type operation. 


... A p * r » r «® cu *"*n continued to be utilised es - r" 1 L on 

HD-16 aircraft. As the level of conflict increased it _ 

?rF^ m A th * t conT *»tional parachute deployarat Methods presented 
Uttle If any chance nf sueeeee. The decision was rads to utilise 
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perarescueman n a water retrieval ax part and Vo provide survivor ooro 
and a a dln al treatment. Tha (anrHewu'i attar operating aapahillty 
effectively roducod the exposure time to rraaj fir a during otter i—*«..(. 
and survivor pickup. Thia cooaapt ocotlnued mill th* BJ-Ifc mo irtmir 1 
out of tha tha*tar of operation#. 

o. During tha latter port of 196$ tha 10.31 <oa placad la tha 
tha*tar •* * long range ACS vehicle. This ho* to — 1 —* and tmtioU; 
raplace tha HH-43 with tha Range Extension Tonka os tha prlmry )*fl 
rooga ACS vehicle. Tha HB-3 utllload o parartseueman a* o koaic craw 
■mfcar and ho wo* tasked to par fora survivor ratrlavol by hoist when 
required, provide oadicol trootaant, and provide defensive naoauras 
during long rang* ACS missions over hostil* territory. Thla aircraft 
and oraar with RESCAP support proved to be an effective mane of 
aceompliehing long range ACS. 

A. Tima period 1967 through 1968. 

a. Pararsseusmsn were utilised as crew aeabara on HH^.3, KH-3I, 

WJ—16 and HH—53 aircraft. Several significant event* oc cured during 
this period. 

(1) The HH-3E aircraft were equipped with air to air refueling 
capability and assuaed the long range orbit aiseione previously performed 
by the HU-16. The HU-16 woe phased out of the SEA theater of operation*. 

(2} The HH-3E was equipped with the M—6C aachlne gun for defensive 


purposes. 


(3) The HH-53 arrived in the theater of operation* and ho* 
capable of air to air refueling and mounted Mini gun* for defensive 
purpose*. With a two nan parareecue team on the crew and increased 
performance capability over the HH-3 the long range ACR capability 
“as considerably improved. 

(4) The requirement for parareecusmen to perform fir* fighter 
duties in KH-43 unit* was terminated upon assignment of fire fighter 
personnel to these unite. 

(5) Parareecue Banning became adequate to fulfill all authorisation*. 
Ho further TDY of personnel from outside SEA was necessary to augmant 

SKA unite. 

(6) An in-country medical training program was established 
whereby all parareacusaer. assigned to SEA were placed TDY to a battle 
casualty receiving station to gain practical aadloal treatment 
experience. This proved to be an invaluable addition to their previous 
medical training. 

(7) During 1967 3rd ARRGp began scheduling selected perareseimmen 
to attend the US Army *R£CONDO < school. Completion of thla school 
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greatly enhanced their ability to operate and swvivs In beetlie territory. 
While it la not at thle tine practical for all ISA assigned PJ'ste attend 
thin achool the tranafer of lnfomatlan fron those who hare eenpleUd thla 
training to other unit perareacumsan ie Tory beneficial. I strengly' 

I in ream nil continuation of thla pro gran. 

5. Problea areas. 

a. CoHunleatlona.baa continued to be a prohlea throughout the entire 
period of operation In SIA. Of pr Inary concern Is the ciwwil estion* 
between the aurrlYor and the res cu e/search aircraft. With the a Ingle 
channel survival radio the frequency la cluttered and often disrupted by 
the baaing slgml or 'beeper'. Without positive ccmuleaticna between' 
the curvivor end the rescue aircraft the recovery effort boecaae extrsaoly 
difficult, if not impossible, In an area contested by taifrlendly farces. 

The ■■■“ problaa occurs whan tbs perarescuaaan departs the con fi n es of 
the airOTeft during a recovery effort and the radio beccaae the only aoana 
of CMBunlcation between the parareecueaan and the rescue aircraft pilot. 
The IT/6GP, two channel radio provided to parareecueaen during 1968 baa 
relieved the problem to scae extent, A 'quiet talk/recelve' aulti channel. 
with hands off operation radio la still an urgent requirement. 

b. Crew ceapoeltion. At present only one pararescu^an Is on the 
HH-3 and KH-i.3 craw. All rescue aircraft should be Banned with a crew 

to include at leaet two parareecueaan. The foildaring rational is providedi 

(1) During r ecovery of anltlple survivors there exists a 
requirement for recovery action* and aedical e xawl na tion/treetaent 
slaultaneously. Thia is beyond the ecope of a single individual. 

(2) When the survivor requires surface assistance and the pera- 
reacuoaan must depart the aircraft he i» not available for proper patient/ 
survivor handling during the actual recovery of the Individual Into the 
aircraft. 

(3) When the survivor requires two Individuals to prepare bin 
for recovery l.e. when erltioally injured,sand only one PJ la available 
he nust rely on assistance by personnel who era not aedloedly trained. 

(i) In a hostile envlronnent all of the abort Is confounded 
since the aircraft ie depleted of the personnel who nust observe for 
Obstacle clearance, hostile action, and counter hostile action. 

(5) The decision was aads during the latter part of 1967 to no 
longer utilise two parareacusman on the HH-3E In SIA due to the critical 
weight factor affecting the hover capability of the aircraft. This 
decision tea beer, very difficult for as to support since on naiu omiiiMms 
a photographer was placed CD the aaae aircraft. Parerescuenen In SIA, and 
I night add ayself, fail to understand how this action enhanced the rescue 
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capability of tha aircraft and crow, 'Hotel Operating H-3 unit# took 
exception to tha photographer baeauaa of might) 

a. Rescue Hoist. Tha reeoue hoist has cootiaaad to bo a problem 
arsa sloes tha beginning of operations in a Ml. tarvivcr a planing, cable 
'blrdaaglng', cable breakage, slew spsod of operetioa, and tbs inability 
to recovery tbs survivor into tha aircraft la other than tha horar nods 
has plagued us throughout the period of operations. Ia an effort to 
provide a safety factor a hoisting might limitation lms boon imposed 
whloh detracts firm aisalon proeeoMloo at tha Boat eritleal time, i.e., 
whan it la nooaaaary to pick up both the survivor and the PJ. Those 
problem hem not ae yet been resolved. 

SUMMIT 

Throughout the entire period of operation in SCI the caliber and capa¬ 
bilities of pararescueaen assigned to SEA has continued to Improve. 

This indicates an improvement in training received prior to assignment 
to this area. The assignment of a pararescue representative to 3rd AMOp 
has greatly enhanced the flew of lnforaatlon from the area of operation 
to higher echelons of coaasand and has permitted rapid adjustments in 
training areas where additional emphasis were needed. An improved balance 
of experienced to non-experlenoed personnel within SEA units has resulted 
from Banning this position. Pararescue operations in SKA during the 
period 1961 through 1968 has been the most productive of any period since 
pararescue has been in existance. All parareeeuemen oan take great pride 
in those assigned to this area during this period. 

PCR THE CCMUkDES 

bigjttd 

J0» 0. SCHULLER, Major, USAP 
Actg Chief, Aircrew Standardisation 
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|aPO SAN FRANCISCO SS107 * 



**"•’ TO \c 

ATTN Of 


<o M/f 1968 


■ubjict Monthly Commtimer^Le*wr^^^^ 

to. Brigadier General Alliaon C# Brooka 
Commander 

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 


>. 


1. My letter this month will be more in the form of s battle report 
since Hq 3ARRGp has been in the middle of the action at Tan Son Nhut 
and Saigon since the beginning of the TET offensive. Last month I 
briefly sketched the initial attack on TSN and will pick up from that 
point to try to impart a feel for some of the actions as we lived and 
Viewed them. The period 6 through 17 February was characterised 
by efforts to resume a degree of normalcy. The VC remained holed 
up in C ho Ion and large areas of that portion of Saigon were destroyed 
by house-to-house fighting. A tight curfew was imposed from 1400 
to 0800 for the Vietnamese and from 1700 to 0800 for US Military. 

This was gradually relaxed over the month until it is presently pretty 
much a dusk to dawn situation. After sunset, the streets of Saigon 
are completely silent and deserted except for an occasional Vietna¬ 
mese Police or US Military patrol jeep slowly cruising with lights 
off Any Vietnamese civilian seen on the streets during curfew is 
subject to being shot on sight. US Military are allowed off base for 
official business only in military vehicles or to proceed dtrectly 
between quarters and assigned place of duty between 0730 and 1900. 
Armed escorts were required for any travel off base for half the 
month but are no longer necessary. Some pretty simple truths also 
became evident, such as the fact that we, trained military people, 
could not defend ourselves off base and, in fact, were not permute 
to possess weapons, except for security personnel and aircrew memberi 
This made many personnel very unhappy and I am advised that an 
abundance of letters were written to congressmen by both officers and 
NCO'h assigned to TSN. I don't know of any letters on this subject 
written by 3ARRGp personnel. 

2. Saturday night the 17th of February was the wildest night In the 
week. At 0100 Sunday morning Charlie let go at TSN for a 15 min¬ 
ute period" with an estimated 100 rounds of 12Z MM rockets. Later 
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analysis scaled this down to about 60 rounds, which is not an unsubstantial 
quantity. This attack resulted in 33 aircraft damaged and 6 aircraft de¬ 
stroyed. A C-130 transport directly across the ramp from Det 14 took a 
direct hit which removed everything solid forward of the wing. Det 14 was 
very fortunate since only one small piece of shrapnel hit a Pedro, punching 
a hole in the plexiglass canopy. Besides the aircraft, several buildings 
were badly damaged and the Base Chapel was destroyed. Of interest is that 
several of our officers are billeted in the BOQ's flanking the Chapel. Total 
casualties from this attack were 1 KIA (US), 72 WIA (US) and 8 VNAF WLA. 

3. During the following week Charlie started to hit us during daylight hours. 
On Sunday 24 February. I had just returned from lunch at 1220, sat down at 
my desk and was further assisted in attaining a prone position on the floor 
by a rocket impacting across the street on the old BX. Luckily, this build¬ 
ing was in the process of being converted to offices. However, the rocket 
killed two and wounded four as well as making Charlie's attack just a little 
more personal. Later that day, 21 more rounds poured into the base for a 
confirmed total to end February of 89 rocket rounds on base with 6 just off 
base. Total casualties were 9 KIA (USAF) and 203 WLA (US) of which 153 
were Air Force, 26 Army. 18 Navy and 4 civilians. 

4. Defense-wise, General Momyer issued a policy letter on 21 February 
providing guide lines to arm personnel living off base for defending billets 
if attacked. Weapons were issued to all 3ARRGp personnel living off base. 

On 25 February another policy change directed the bunkering of all barracks 
on base (ours already were) and the construction of personnel bunkers. Every 
month we have reported the lack of a bunker to the 377 CSG as a defense de¬ 
ficiency. Until this program is completed, 10% of our personnel are com¬ 
mitted to sandbag and construction details around the clock. Meanwhile, 

we got on with our own bunker program and built one in between the two 
buildings in which the headquarters is housed. There was no scarcity of 
both officer and airmen volunteers for this job and we have used it several 
times. As a matter of fact, while I was writing this, two heavy explosions 
occurred nearby and I held an impromptu but instant Commander's Call in 
the bunker with an enthusiastic 100% attendance. Many personnel are pretty 
jumpy and our enlisted personnel are all sleeping on the ground floor of the 
barracks behind the sandbags. Those officers unfortunate enough to have 
rooms on the second floor of the BOQ are sleeping in the headquarters 
bunker at night. We all feel very fortunate that there have been no 3ARRGp 
casualties at TSN thus far. In the midst of the confusion two new members 
of the Group reported in for duty and quickly adjusted to the routine. On 
4 February, 2d Lt Lynn Gormley. our first WAF officer, joined the head¬ 
quarters as Administrative Officer for the 38ARRS. On 10 February I had 
the pleasure of pinning on her First Lieutenant silver bars. Lt Gormley 
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came to u. from the 443 MAW at Tinker AFB where .he wa. the Chief of 
Administrative Service.. On 8 February. Mr.. Delore. Alexander arrived 
from Korea to fill the position of secretary to the Commander. Mrs. 

Alexander has worked for the Air Force in Japan and Korea .ince 1951 tn 
various secretarial capacitie. in 5AF and 314AD. and we feel fortunate to 
acquire her services. Both ladie. were billeted in the Auriga Hotel only 
two block, outside the main gate at TSN. They considered them.elve. 
fortunate not be billeted on TSN. however, during the week of 18 February, 
two 1Z2 MM rockets impacted within a block of the Auriga, the latter of 
which killed 12 Vietname.e- Hq. 3ARRGp now boa.t. two .ea.oned combat 
veterans on the distaff side. 

5 Since much of the hand-to-hand fighting continued in the Cholon area, 
many of us were concerned about the nun. and children at the Viet Hoa 
orphanage, which i. in Cholon. We were able to e.tabll.h telephone con¬ 
tact with the nun. and found that they came through unscathed with no real 
problem*. A TET party had been planned for the children on 3 February. 

Thi. of course, wa. out of the question and .till i., since the VC have been 
particularly vindictive again.t any Vietname.e employed by. or a..ociated 
with. Americans. The party wa. planned a. a hot dog and hamburger cook- 
out. complete with potato chip., pickle., candy and all the things that cause 
stomach aches in the little one.. Perhap. the delay in having the party will 
benefit them in more way* than one. 

6. I know that you are familiar with the medical evacuation mission, of the 
37ARRS and Det 7. 38ARRS early in the TET offensive, but would like to 
recap the a.tounding total, accompli.hed by them through the end of February. 
In the past. Pedro ha. been handling the.e mi.sion. fairly routinely, aver¬ 
aging about 50 litter patients per month. On 30 January, the 903r A 
advised .hat Urge numbers of critically wounded personnel could be expected 
and that more helicopter, were needed. The 37th wa. requested to help and 
everyone dug in to get the job done. Patient, were evacuated to the Naval 
Support Activity Hospital, the Hospital .hip. Repo.e and Sanctuary, and to 
the 1st MAW Field Hospital. During thi. period, Det 7 al.o covered 31 
airborne emergencie. and flew 14 mi.celUneou. .upport mission, as well 
a. changing an engine and completing three pha.e bisections. The 37th 
al.o mainUined their fragged commitment.. Due to the engine change an 
NORS-G. 90% of the HH-43 flying was performed by a single aircraft Be¬ 
tween 29 January and 15 February. 83 HH-43 hour, were flown, of which 
6o hour, were flown on medical evacuation mission.. By the end of February. 
1796 personnel had been airlifted by ARRS on medical evacuation mis.ion. 
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from Danang, 943 by Jolly Green and 853 by Pedro. Although these are not 
counted aa aaves and, in fact, thia misaion la not rightfully ours, 1 have 
directed careful documentation of the effort for incluaion in the Group hiatorv 
for poaaible future referencea. Thia alao looked like a natural for a publicity 
releaae but MACV would not let it go, probably becauae of the obvioua magni - 
tude of caaualtiea. 

7. The JSARC haa now been operating in the 7AF Command Center for two 
montha and ia running emoothly. The direct coordination on-the-apot with 
7AF haa ironed out some of the difficultiea we previously had with coordinating 
Immediate MIGCAP support, tanker support, and border clearances. An 
up-to-the-minute visual display of the mission, in conjunction with the intell¬ 
igence and weather displays which flank the SAR boards, permita rapid 
decisions which previously had to be piece-mealed using telephone inputs. 

I believe the greatest significance in integrating the SAR control system into 
the Command Center is the exposure of SAR to the hundreds of officers who 
visit the center. Inevitably, in future wars or exercises, some of these 
officers will be commanders or Senior Staff who will look for SAR in their 
own Command Centers since SAR is a responsibility of the Air Component 
Commander. The RCC at Monkey Mountain has moved into the new com¬ 
puterised command and control facility and we expect the Udorn RCC to 
follow suit this month. We have been fortunate to have gained Major Ed 
Weissler as a replacement for Major McDealsh since he is an electronics 
engineer and quite familiar with the Seek Dawn Control system. We ve 
given him a fairly sound indoctrination on the rescue business and he is 
currently working on a series of SAR inputs designed to interface the SAR 
force with the computerised command and control system. By utilising 
tape storage and computer displays, it will be possible to give real time 
asimuth, distance, and time information about the potential rescue directly 
to the SAR task force. Intelligence information, vectors around known 
hostile areas, Hostile aircraft warnings, and egress data should also be 
made Immediately available to our forces. A meeting is to be held at Udo»* 
on 10 March for a final review of Project Seek Dawn. Major Weissler will 
attend to insure that rescue gains maximum benefit from the implementation 
of the system. More information will follow as it becomes available. 

8. The outlook of many of our helicopter pilots will certainly improve now 
that we have the long sought reduction in the helicopter time required for 
those with 1000 hours flying time to qualify as RCC. This reduction to 150 
hours is a major concession by MAC, and one that has long been needed. 
Colonel anith furnished us with a copy of your letter to MAC which appar¬ 
ently was the catalyst required. Since the Group does not have an HH-3 
flight examiner aboard at the present time, the Aircrew Standardisation 
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.Pilot, from the 37ARRS and Det 1. 37ARRS will be utilised on a reciprocal 
*basis to conduct initial flight evaluation, of pilot, who qualify under the new 
criteria and are recommended by their re.pective commander.. The 
Standardiaation Pilots from the 37ARRS and Det 1. 37ARRS met with the 
Group Standardiaation Board on 27 February 1968 for briefing, and m.truc- 
tion. concerning the admmi.tr.tion of Initial qualification flight evaluation.. 
The HH-53 Standardisation Pilot will be designated Group Standardiaation 
Pilot for the purpose of administering the initial upgrade program. A . 
member of the Group Standardisation Section will check the candidate, 
paper work and accompany the unit Standardiaation Pilot a. Group monitor 
on initial qualification upgrade flight.. The., procedure, will insure that 
we achieve complete objectivity in Standardiaation and continue to 
a .trong program within the Group. Thi. method of operation for HH-3 
unit, will continue only until we have a qualified HH-3E Pilot Flight Exam¬ 
iner assigned to the Standardisation Section. 

9. Colonel Godbey and hi. AFLC Materiel As.i.tance Team vi.ited our 
HH-53 and HH-3E units during the period 4-11 February. They were tasked 
by General Gerrity to vi.it every H-3 and H-53 unit world-wlde im order to 
determine, fir.t hand, why these airframe, have such a high NORS rate. 
Their vi.it was billed as strictly fact finding and not as an IG inspection. 

I'm happy to report that even though many of their "action item.' were 
materiel deficiencies we have complained about in the pa.t (via EUR action) 
their expert materiel a.si.tance wa. mo.t beneficial in identifying and 
recommending .elutions to .ome of our local in-house materiel problems. 

I feel the greate.t benefit to be derived from their vi.it will be the added 
emphasis placed on obtaining fixes to our materiel deficiencies due to the 
personal interest given the problem, by General Gerrity. I’m « u re we will 
be getting expedited action by all agencies concerned in providing the re q 

We were very sorrowed to hear of General Gerrity i deat . °w 

you’ll agree that rescue lost a good friend, but I feel that the impetus he 
provided for several of our programs will be felt for .ome time to come. 

10 The long awaited 7th Air Force SAR Manual wa. publi.hed 1 March 
1968 Distribution to the field and interested agencie. will be accomplished 
thi. week. The manual wa. publi.hed with a 64-1 de.ignation to bring it into 
the SAR .erie. of regulations. The new manual reflect, an increased part¬ 
icipation by the Operational Control Commander in a..emblmg and control- 
1 ing SAR task forces, particularly for out-of-country mi...on. In addition, 
it updates the SAR procedure and concepts u.ed in this area. This should 
result in increa.ed effectivenes. since both the participating and recipient 
organisation and personnel will have the late.t information es.ential to 
support the SAR force. 
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11 We hid excellent exposure and coverage on our 1000th combat save. As 
f usual with some of these stories, we had to stretch a couple of points to have 
everything line up properly, however, all the necessary ingredients were 
obviously there: an F-105 pilot with 79 missions; two broken legs; a SAR Task 
Force- scramble; pararescue descent; ground fire; a first save for the RGC. 
the 21st save for the PJ; and an Air Force Academy graduate for the co-pilot. 
We brought the crew to TSN from NKP, went through their story a couple of 
times and then did a TV panel type discussion at the AFVN studios. Cameras 
were present from NBC, ABC, CBS. BBC, and AFN. Without even a note we 
plugged away at that for a half hour after which we went down to JUSPAO for a 
"Show and Tell" before 60 to 70 press representatives from all over the world. 
Although the recovery film was not of the best quality, it was fresh and new 
and well received. Following that, we did essentially a repeat of the TV show 
with each man telling of his part in the mission followed by a question and 
answer session. According to the 7AF Director of Information, it was a good 
show all the way through and I believe we got as much mileage out of number 
1000 as we possibly could. The crew said they'd much rather make a few more 
flights to North Vietnam rather than go through that again. 

12. For your information, the following awards have been received by 3rd 
Group personnel since 1 January 1968: 

Silver Star 9 

Distinguished Flying Cross 63 

Airman's Medal 2 

Bronze Star ^ 

Air Medal l* 6 

AFCM 2J 

13 . Save summary for February 1968: 



Combat 

Combat 

USAF 

USN 

USMC 

USA 

HH-53 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

HH-3E 

11 

34 

4 

7 

33 

0 

HH-43 

10 

24 

20 

2 

0 

12 

Total 

25 

58 

28 

9 

33 

12 


C ?.Q <1 . 

PAUL E. LESKE, Colonel, USAF 
Commander 


cy: PAC ARRC 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FC 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES \ 
Washington, D.C. 


REPLY TO 

ATTN OF: AFRDQRA 

SUBJECT: Combat Aircrew Recovery Analysis 


TO: HQ MAC 



1. The Qualitative Operational Requirement (QQR) submitted by Military 
Airlift Command for an advanced Combat Aircrew Recovery vehicle was 
validated as a Requirements Action Directive (RAD) on 31 January 196 ?• 

AFSC has initiated action toward developing a Concept Formulation 
Package for this mission and is expected to have this package completed 
for Air Staff review in late summer 196T- AFSC has requested, and 
efforts are underway, to obtain $ 600,000 to fund a contract study 
evaluation of several potential propulsion concepts for the Combat 
Aircrew Recovery vehicle. These studies will be used to perform a 
trade-off analysis of the potential propulsion/airframe configurations 
such as folded and stowed rotors, tilt wing, fan in wing, diverted jet 
thrust and other advanced concepts. After evaluation of these concepts 
has been completed and a Concept Formulation Package prepared. Air Staff 
actions will proceed to obtain FY 69 funding to support the required 
development effort. 

2. To insure success in obtaining program approval, it is apparent that 
detailed justification for the improved performance characteristics of an 
advanced design vehicle will be required. It is considered that one of the 
most important criteria to satisfy review authorities on the necessity for 
this proposed new vehicle will be an assessment of SEA experiences to 
illustrate how improved performance would have resulted in "more" saves of downed 
airmen than have been accomplished with existing equipment, lb achieve this, 

it is requested that your headquarters undertake an operational analysis of 
the records of aircrew recoveries in SEA. To the extent possible, all 
incidents of downed USAF and VNAF flyers should be analyzed to determine the 
most probable factors that precluded their return. It is hoped that such 
an analysis will demonstrate the need for improved response in terms of 
speed, range, additional armor or armament, new concepts for retrieving 
downed airmen, or other factors which would serve to indicate the necessity 
for improved performance characteristics. It might also be valuable to 
review incidents where "saves" were accomplished in order to determine if 
they could have been accomplished more effectively witn aircraft having 
improved performance characteristics. The difficulty of obtaining meaningful 
data from this proposed analytical effort is well understood; however, the 
importance of having such data during the FY 69 Budget Review process 
cannot be over-emphasized. 
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3 * The information being requested will also be used as a data base for 
responding to questions raised by the Military Airlift Board of the 
President's Science Advisory Committee (PSAC). During recent hearings 
by the PSAC, the chairman addressed the following typical questions: 

What percent of rescue opportunities could we have taken advantage of 
had we had better equipment? Has anyone made an analysis of this? Is 
speed the primary criteria in the success of rescue missions? Does 
communications play an important part in the failure rate? Is it 
feasible to operate rescue vehicles behind enemy lines in general war? 
Although answers to these questions were provided by the Navy and Air 
Force witnesses, they were based mostly on intuition as opposed to available 
factual data. Because of this and the requirement to defend in detail 
the establishment of the multi million dollar program for development of 
the advanced Combat Aircrew Recovery vehicle, it is important that this 
_ analysis be performed in depth. It is also important that the results 

of this analysis be available to this headquarters before 15 June 1967 
to allow time to prepare for negotiations with reviewing authorities. 

If it becomes necessary, direct contact should be established with 
PACAF for assistance. The HQ USAF contact for this effort is Lt Colonel 
E. L. Mac Quarrie/76528. 

FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

(signed) cc: PACAF 

KENNETH C. DEMPSTER, Maj Gen, USAF 
Director of Operational Requirements 
& Development Flans, DCS/R&D 
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"EPi_v to 

*TTM OW ■ ARXDC 


HEADQUARTERS 

AIR rescue service ifiROJECT CORGjflPnj^R 

United States Air Foi x T^gli 

ORLANDO AIR FORCE BASE, f .ORIDAQQ [\j Q J A- y 

2^Au3f^6i+ 




SUBJECT: Colonel Derek's letter to General Williams dtd 30 Jul 64 

TO: ARCCO (Colonel Winchester) No - QQQ-ZS&i 

1 . Following c cements on Colonel Derek's letter to General Williams 
30 Jill 64 are submitted. 

a. Reference para 1: I agree that the IG team must have been 
making reference to squadrons that operate with their parent wing rather 
than independently operating squadrons as we have. All of our squadrons 
have supply officers authorized, 

b. Reference para 3 : I believe that Lt Colonel Hartley's remarks 
were either not clear or misunderstood by PARC personnel. I know for 
a fact that Col Hartley agreed with our concept of supporting Pacific 
Ccamand to the utmost with ZI resources. In a letter to Col Derek we 
have pointed out however that in war planning, the ZI capability must 
be programmed in the proper manner. It "appears” as though Pacific Air 
Forces have been falling to follow the JCS procedures, i.e., the ZI based 
SAR requirements must be placed in the CINCPAC plan and forwarded to JCS 
-or approval. When, and if these plans (or changes to an approved plan) 
are approved, it is our responsibility to see chat resources are made 
available when a contingency plan is implemented. Unilateral PACAF pi«.r, g 
can do nothing hut create confusion when there are forces to be moved 
and as far as MATS Hqs is concerned, they will not take action an a ’ 
unilateral plan. In this case I refer to unilateral as Hq PACAF, Hq MATS 
ana below (not Hq USAF). If the CINCPAC plane do not include a suffi¬ 
cient SAR capability I would recctmnend to Pacific AF that they see to 

it that this capability is added. It is the responsibility of the review¬ 
ing agency(s) as well as the originating agency to ascertain that each 
plan is as complete as possible. 

c# Reference para b: Although it was our original opinion that 
ARS QPLAN 510 could be used for any contingency such as the one noted 
In the referenced letter, we now have the clarification that USAF only 
means to implement this plan on a nan-tactical short term basis. If 
the contingency involves a lost aircraft in the wilds of New Zealand, 
the plan would be appropriate, but if the contingency Involves a limited 
war in Korea, then the plan would not be used. Contingencies involving 
short tactical situations such as a limited war in Korea, should ccme 
through normal JCS directed actions. This would include the proper pro¬ 
graming of ARS resources through the approved planning cycle, i.e. 

PACAF to CINCPAC to JCS to Hq USAF. I do not agree with Colonel Derek's 
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statement that, "We have always assumed that any contingency operation 
exceeding the Pacific resources would be supported from CONUS resources, 
an request. This assumption is evidently false." 

2 . I would recommend a further paragraph to Colonel Derek that would 
indicate that although utilization of Continental US capabilities has 
been rather confusing in the past, we believe that it is gradually 
straightening out; also we should indicate that it has only been in 
recent measthsthat efforts have been made to program state-side 
ARS LEff cepabillMes in PACAF war plans. 


Colonel, JJSAF 
DCS/Plans 
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Detachment 12 

30th Aerospace Rescue 4 Recovery iquadron 
APC Sen Francisco 96205 

REPLY TO 

ATTH OF: Major Bush/3373 
SUBJECT: Flying Safety Haiards 


PROJECT CORONA HARVEST 

DO NOT DESTROY 


3 1 DEC 1366 


TO: 38CCO 

1. Reference message SfiOS 02349 Bee 66. The most obvious safety haiard 
at this base and throughout moat of this country is the operational en- 
viroment. The combat conditions, the rugged terrain and nu * t * r 
aircraft operating around the bases under different controlling 

all present more haiards than in most parte of the world. To **°^ *-£ 
possibility of ground fire, inland flights are flown at ^*r altitudes, 
and along the coast they are flown over water} however, thi “ lB 
safety haiard because an engine failure would probably result in a badly 
damaged or destroyed aircraft. These operating conditions are being 
experienced by most rescue units in this country «nd can be combated by 
professional, highly qualified aircrews. 

2. The major problem, experienced by this unit which could deveiop into _ 
a flying safety hazard in the constant shortage of personnel, particularly 
well^oualifiod^mechanics and pilots. » have operated forth. 

eince being activated with 00 to 85 percent overall strength. It hu not 
been too difficult for the airmen because they do not have the 
duties or the consistent heavy workload the officereexperience, andey 
usually recieve a day off each week; however, most of the heavy ma^tenanc. 
has had to be accomplished by two men aa they were the only fully qualified 
helicopter mechanics. _ - 

3. There has been an average of four out of the authorised aix pilot. 
Dreeent for duty for this entire period, .ttth tm pilota on imoedi 
Sl.rt and two on secondary alert, everyone is.«rki^S or ° n “E 

the time. In some respects we were very lucky because the officers the 
were assigned were all experienced in the rescue mission and "“revery 
competent; however, it has been and is continuing to be a very demanding 
workload. If all that was required of a pilot would be for * 

his duty station during the time he was on Laaediat. «l«rt, it would not 
be such an exceaaive woikloadj however, the seven day per 
schedule, aa many as five additional duties per man, plus the additional 
K>rk reauired in establishing a new unit has been a strain on each man. 

...« w W « rr 

♦.he lees ij»D 0 rt«it additional duties. Except for the five day R 4 K, » 

£ Wn Impossible for a pilot to have a complete day off for the «£rity 
of thi. seven month period and I believe this will r* du *V* f "“" * * b f 
ness If it were possible for e man to be completely away from the Job for 
24*houro each w^N would be much moro effici«t and a much «f.r pilot 
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than he is on the continuous work schedule. It becomes ver yJA 8 *,tiee 

t rating ^ there is insufficient time to complete all .^nt 

trftting wn«n m , . • ,»>♦ i vntlon and become indifferent 

?jnr =rii u Jr- r-rsrs, is p,1 “’ 

assigned, but I believe these men ore lar shove average. 

i. The obvious solution to this probl*., in to Improve ^rsomelpl«£ 

as soon as they are needed is al.ost an impossible task. 

•^trrrrs.si.2; 

Operations, Safety, Ilaintensnce, Training and Supply. 

6 Another partial aolution would be the selective ^gnment of key 

•j^'ssr^.rsi^ss-- ssStsss 1 ' 
sK'^sL'srs: Kirs: s 1 iss*— •— 

for the rescue dstichm^ntf would create a 1 rg ctta » P i*a(i 

££ bs a 

£n 3JT-53S 

°f Sr^r , 5S3.Sd“ , ^r The lack of time for off- 
Bootstrap, the frequency of leave timebeing lort 

notlee extended TOT and PCS assignments have created^^ ^ bMn 

attitude for many helicopter pil°t»- ^ ^ out of the Air 

directly responsible for many good men deciding to getouc ox 

Force. *1 feel that the < expan.ion of the d.t,ac£«*t .> * £ 

state. Would help to solve many of the difficultly 

pilot >». while assigned to Rescue. It would create a better 
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. th« motivation and effeetlv 

atmosphere "" 

overall T.f. operaUon of Hescue helicopters. 

rALPh'h. PUSH, Hajor, USA? 

Commander 
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
JOINT GENERAL STAFF 


r JR OFFICIAL LA C ONLY 


HEADQUARTERS 

US MILITAHr ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM 
APO 143 San ftancisco, California 


SUBJECT: Joint Vletnamese/U.S. Search and Rescue Agreement 


TO: See Distribution 


1. : This agreement establishes the policies for mutual coordination 
and control of the search and rescue effort vithin the Republic of Vietnam. 

2. DEFINITIONS : 

a * IHLAHD REGIONS : The i nland areas of the Republic of Vietnam. 

15 • MARITIME REGIONS : The vaters subject to Jurisdiction of the 
Republic of Vietnam and the high seas within the Saigon Flight Information 
Region. 

<=• SAIGON, SEARCH AND RESCUE CENTER : The agency operated by the 
VNAF Air Tactical Control Center (ATCC) and located within the AOC, for the 
collection and dissemination of SAR information, for the coordination of any 
search and rescue efforts involved in all SAR incidents other than US military, 
and for the coordination of all search and rescue efforts of Vietnam agencies 
participating in US military SAR incidents. 

AIR OPERATIONS CENTER. SEARCH AND RESCUE COORDINATION CENTER: 


The agency designated by the Connander, 2D ADIV for the collection and 
dissemination of all information pertaining to UB military incidents, for the 
coordination of all search and rescue efforts involved in such Incidents, 
and for the coordination of all search and rescue efforts of UB forces par¬ 
ticipating in other SAR incidents. 

3> RESPONSIBILITIES : Signatories agree: 

a. That the responsibility for search and resc\^ will remtln with 
the agencies specified in paragraph 2 c and 2 d above. 

b. To actively support and enforce Joint Vietnam - United States 
Plan for SAR operations. 

c. That provisions of the Republic of Vietnam Department of National 
Defense General Staff Air Force Regulation 64-1; Vietnamese Navy publication 
KBC 4.222; Post Office Publication KTTK/TK/ 125 ; Civilian Director, Air Traffic 
Section publication 1.674; IB National SAR Plan (AFM 64-2) Army FM 20-150; 

HW 37(a); ICAO Doc 7333 - AN /859 and the Joint Vietnam * United States Search 
and Rescue Plan are considered part of this agreement. 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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^ ; OR OFFICIAL U„E ONLY 

SUBJECT: Joint Vletnameee/U.S. Search and Rescue Agreement 

d. That any agency assuming coordination responsibility for a SAB 
mission will retain that reapanalblllty until appropriately relieved or until 
the mission has been closed; provided, that In camsitting facilities for SAB 
coordination purposes, comsanders retain the prerogative to assuae ccaplete 
control over their units. I n cl uding the right to withdraw units committed to 
a SAR mission in progress* 

e. That the successful accanplishment of a SAB mission Is more 
important than technicalities as to location of Incident or agency Jurisdiction. 

f. That this agre emen t shall not be construed as an obstruction to 
prompt action by any agency or individual to relieve distress whenever and where 
ever found, and that In SAB operations there shall be a free and unrestricted 
flow of Information, action and close cooperation established and nmlntalned 
between representatives of the agencies signatory hereto. 

g. That release of Information to news media will be In accordance 
with the Individual agency directive and through the responsible Rescue 
Coordination Center and/or the specific control agency. 

4. This agreement is effective upon date of final signature and will 
remain In effect unless modified by mutual agreement. Withdrawal by 
either signatory may only be made by advance notice to the SAR center. 




l£ VAN TY 

Lieutenant General- J 

Chief of General Staff 
Army of Vietnam 

4 Inclosures: 


General, United States Aimy 
Commander, MACV 


ANNEX A, Joint VietnaneBe/U.S. SAB Plan 
ANNEX B, Additional procedures to be effective 
during periods of hostility within 
the Republic of Vietnam 
ANNEX C, Explanation of terms 
ANNEX D, Distribution list 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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FOR OFFICIAL ISE ONLY 

ANNEX A (Joint Vietnamese/U.S. SAR Plan) to VN/US SAR Agreement 

JOINT VIETNAM - UNITED STATES SEAKCH AND RESCUE PLAN 
SAIGON FLIGHT INFORMATION REGICH 

1. AUTHORITY : The Government of the Republic of Vietnam, as a signatory 
state to the convention of international civil aviation, has an obligation to 
provide such measures of assistance to aircraft in distress in its territory, 
regardless of nationality, as it nay find practicable, and to permit, subject 
to control by its authorities, the state in which the aircraft is registered 

to provide such means of assistance as may be necessitated by the circumstances. 
In order to Implement this obligation and for purposes of econonv and efficiency, 
a Joint SAR Agreement was made among the U.S. Military Agencies and Republic 
of Vietnam Government Agencies with Search and Rescue potentialities. This 
plan is established on the basis of the Joint Agreement. 

2. PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR SAR : The primary responsibility for SAR 
within the Saigon FIR has been assumed by the Saigon Rescue Coordination Center, 
ATCC, for all SAR incidents other than U.S. military, and is delegated to the 
6ARCC by the C ommand er, 2nd ADIV for U.S. military incidents. It is defined 

as the duty of insuring that the following steps are taken: 

a. Prompt dissemination to the interested agencies of Information 
about a distress incident requiring SAR assistance. 

b. Prompt dispatch of appropriate and adequate rescue facilities. 

c. Thorough prosecution of SAR operation until rescue has been 
effected or until it is apparent that further efforts would prove to no avail• 

3- ORGANIZATION : 

a ■ SAIGON RESCUE COORDINATION CfijrmR : The Saigon Rescue Coordination 
Center of the ATCC has been established to coordinate all participating search 
and rescue units and facilities within Saigon FIR. It is staffed by supervisory 
personnel and equipped in accordance with ICAO requirements. 

b- SEARCH AND RESCUE COORDINATION CENTER (SARCC) : The agency 
designated by the Caanander, 2nd ADIV, for the collection and dissemination 
of all information pertaining to SAR incidents and activities within the 
Saigon FIR (tod for the coordination of SAR activities involving U.S. military 
forces or SAR activities undertaken as a result of U.S. military incidents. 

d. DUTIES OF THE RCC COMTh OIJER : For the purpose of this plan 
in addition to his routine duties, the following are the duties of the RCC 
controller: 

(1) Insure prompt receipt and recording of all incident data. 

(2) Determine mission responsibility and initial classification 
of urgency. (Uncertainty, alert, or distress phase). 
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AlfflKX A (Joint Vietnamese/U.S. SAR Plan) to Vlf/UB BAR Agreement 

(3) Conduct preliminary and extended coonrunlcations search. 

(if) Evaluate data obtained from connunication searches other 
sources to identify the incident as false, not requiring rescue service, or 
requiring that the incident be placed in a more urgent phase. 


d. below). 


(5) Alert appropriate agencies, facilities and personnel. 

(6) Delegate or assume mission control (refer to paragraph 

(7) De-alert all agencies upon termination of the incident. 


. d- CGHThOLUHG AGEN CIES : Control of a specific SAR mission may be 

delegated by Saigon RCC/JOC SARCC to any agency which possesses the capability 
to effectively prosecute such a mission. (See attached diagram of "Joint 
Coordinating Activities," Appendix 1.): 

__ (!) PBIMARy MISSIOM COHTROL AGENCIES FOR MISSI QH C00RD15ATIQN 

31V0LVTKG ALL SAR PtdDEKTS OTHER THAR U.S. MILITARY : ”— 

fa) EXTjshuB D AIR SEARCH : Saigon RCC through such agencies 
made available for its use under existing agreements. 

(^) MARITIME i Saigon RCC through the Vietnamese Navy. 

(c) LAMP : Field Consaand for all ground search and 
interrogation parties. 

fa) MEDICA L EVACUATION : Airlift Chief JOC who may possess 
a capability to accomplish the mission. 

(2) IHTOLVINO P.S. FORCES : 

fa) EXTEMDED AIR SEARCH : JOC SAHCC through U.S. military 
agencies and such other agencies as nay be made available for use under 
existing agreements. 

fa) LOCAL CRASH: JOC SARCC through the nearest military base 
or station equipped to render assistance or alleviate distress. 

(3) CLOSE LIAISOH : 

fa) JOC SARCC and Saigon RCC will establish close liaison 
in requesting assistance from and passing information on all Incidents to each 
other. 

(b) Nothing contained vithin this plan shall be construed as 
an obstruction to prompt action by any agency in requesting assistance or 
passing control to any other agency better equipped to execute the mission. 
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ANNEX A (Joint Vietnamese/U.S. SAR Plan) to VN/OS SAR Agreement 
fa) DOTIES OF THE SAR MISSION CONTROL AfiENOY - 

(a) Obtain from the RCC controller all pertinent information 
on the SAR incident. RCC controllers should record all available information 
on an appropriate SAR incident form and brief the mission control agency 
accordingly. (See Appendix II for sample of incident processing forms). 


appropriate. 


finding stations 


(b) Dispatch initial SAR facilities. 

(c) Initiate request for radar search/surveillance as 

(d) Obtain and plot fixes or bearings frcm direction 

(e) Initiate "all ships" broadcast, if warranted. 


(*) Direct ground radio station to maintain communications and, 
if necessary, establish a communication schedule. Designate communication 
control and frequencies to be used. 

(g) Plot bearings and vector of distressed aircraft to 
nearest suitable airport. 


aircraft. 


(h) Determine veather and sea conditions. 

(i) Ascertain emergency equipment carried by distressed 


(j) Determine search areas, select search patterns and 
dispatch ac organized SAR force. 

(k) Designate an On-Scene-Consnander. 

(l) Specify primary and secondary SAR frequencies. 

(m) Request additional SAR facilities. 

(n) Exercise SAR operational control over forces assigned. 

(o) Keep RCC fully advised of SAR operations. 

(p) Insure briefing of SAR crews on search objective, search 
areas, call signs, 06C, primary and secondary' frequencies. 

fa) Maintain a daily plot shoving areas searched, percent of 
effective coverage, sightings and leads. 

(r) Alert vessels in area, requesting lookouts and listening 

watch on distress frequencies. Alert local lav enforcement agencies, if 
warranted. ' 

(s) Notify agency or cojmaand of the distressed craft of 
action taken and keep him Informed of developments. 
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(t) Change search plans and radio frequencies as conditions 

dictate. 

(u) Obtain and evaluate all infcreation on the SAR operation. 

(v) Notify appropriate accident investi^ition authorities. 

(w) Insure debriefing of SAR crews and send situation reports 
to RCC at the end of each day's operation. 

(x) When assistance is no longer necessary, de-alert and 
release SAR units and other activities involved. 

(y) Notify agency or c o n e r a n d of the distressed craft of 
final mission results. Upon request, submit a brief report of the SAR 
effort to the agency or catmnand concerned. 

(5) DESIGNATION OF THE OH SCENE COMMANDER (OSC) : The SAR mission 
control agency shall designate an OSC when coordination at the scene is indicated. 
The following are the duties of the OSC: 

(a) Assume SAR operational control of all SAR facilities 
assigned to his search area and coordinate their efforts within his area. 

(b) Establish communications with an SAR facilities within 

his area. Receive position and other reports. Be responsible for q i u w h ittH -m rma 
and performance of SAR facilities. Upon request, submit regular position and 
other reports to the SAR mission control agency via the established camnunica¬ 
tions link . 

(c) Report weather and search conditions to the SAR Mission 
Control Agency as soon as possible upon arrival at the scene. 


within his area. 


facilities. 


(d) Ascertain capabilities and endurance of SAR facilities 

(e) Provide details of the mission as necessary to participating 


(f) Assign, when required, specific search areas within his 
assigned area and specify search patterns to participating SAR facilities 
considering limitations and capabilities, sea conditions, wind, visibility, etc. 

(g) Notify the SAR Mission Control Agency vhen each unit 
arrives or departs the search area. 

(h) When necessary far the OSC to depart his assigned search 
area, delegate 060 duties to the senior qualified officer present on-scene, 
and notify the SAR Mi salon Control Agency accordingly* 
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A (Joint Vietnineee/UJS .SAR Plan) to Wus ** 1 

„ (*) SAR. FACILITIES ASP COMMUNICATIONS : The effective utilisation 
facilities will insure greater efficiency and economy in SAR 
PUrP ° Be ° f thC J ° int S ~ rCh “ d Agencies 

(a) Merchant vessels 

(b) Fishing fleets 

(c) Aircraft operating agencies 

(d) Company planes and helicopters 

(e) Private planes 

(f) Towing and salvage companies 

(g) Commercial broadcasting stations 

(h) Jfarlne radio stations 

(i) News media. 

. 4 ‘ W ^ q’Cggl 1 ae probability of finding survivors and their 

chances of survival d imini sh with each minute that passes after an incident 
“ C ^ T P 1 " the refore take prompt and positive action 

“? Uf f y 111 be lo8t or Jeopardized through wasted or misdirected 
aed^Ii ^ tb ft there “re survivors in each Incident who need 

! !!?“«’ mBt be a6suaed that there is not even one 
cal-thinking survivor at the scene. All reasonable action 
e^ U 4 . be en locate distressed personnel, determine their status, and 
effect rescue of survivors. 

“• CONDITIONS WHICH MAKE A SAR C.'CIJEHT : 

6^ AjSCRAiTT INCHEST: A SAR incident involving aircraft is 
considered imninent or actual when any of the following conditions exists: 


safety. 


(a) The position of an aircraft raises doubt as to its 


n1rj , , l*) Reports indicate that the operating efficiency of an 

aircraft is so impaired that a forced landing nay be necessary. 

„ .. _(c) An aircraft is overdue or unreported. Normally it is 

considered overdue when its position report is thirty (30) minutes late or when 
it fails to arrive within thl-.ty (30) minutes of its estimated time of arrival 
and no communications cm be established with it. 
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ANKEX A (Joint Vietnamese/U.S. SAH Plan) to VH/US SAH Agreenent 1 ^ * 

. . _ ^ (d) An aircraft Is reported to have made a forced landing 

or is about to do so. 

(e) Emergency IFF/Selection identification feature (SIF) la 
received at any station. ' ' 


apparent. 


pattern. 


(f) A request for assistance has been received or distress is 

(g) A radar station is painting a left or right-triangular 


(2) RESPONSE T O REQUESTS FOR INTERCEPT AND ESCORT : The necessity 

for responding to requests for intercept and escort will be determined by the 
cognizant coordinating activity. 3 

(3) SURFACE VESSEL inCIDENT : A SAH incident involving surface 
vessels is considered imminent or actual when any of the following conditions 

GX16u8* 

(a) It is apparent that a vessel is in distress or has sent 
a request for assistance. 

Ob) A vessel is considered overdue at its destination or a 
position report is overdue. 

0**) cmuii HCIEENTS: A SAH incident other than those mentioned 
in the preceding paragraphs is considered imminent or acttml when it is 
apparent that personnel are in distress or when a request for assistance has 
Deen received. 

. _ b - REQUESTS FOR MEDICAL AIRLIFT : Requests for airlift are often 
received from outlying localities where medical and communications facilities 
are inadequate or non-existent.. TO insure that all data required by SAR 
agencies are made available RCC shall prepare and distribute a standard check 
list to all alerting posts for their guidance. Rescue aircraft responding 
° req i“* tS i° T shall "airdrop" any instructions necessary to facilitate 

evacuation of personnel, when it is known that communication facilities are 
difficult or non-existent* 

, , c • PHAEES 0f EMERGENCY: When a SAR incident has been determined to 
exist, an emergency phase shall be assigned to the incident by the operating 
agency, air traffic service units, or RCC. The emergency phases are as follows: 

(!) UNCERTAINTY PHASE: Doubt exists as to the safety of a craft 
or its personnel because of lack of information concerning its progress, 
position or because of a knowledge of possible difficulties. 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 









THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 



FOR OFFICIAL L S" ONLY 

ANNEX A (Joint Vietnaaeee/U.S. SAR Plan) to VN/US SAR Agreement 


(2) AHSRT PEASE : Apprehension exists for the safety of a craft 
or its personnel because of a continued lack of information concerning its 
position or progress or because of definite information that serious difficulty 
would be unavoidable. 

(3) DIBTKhSS PHASE : Immediate assistance is required because of 
continued lack of information concerning the position or progress of the craft 

or because definite information has been received that the craft or its personnel 
are threatened by grave or imminent danger. 

5* PUBLIC INFORMATION ■ Release of information to nevs media will be 
in accordance with individual service directives through the appropriate 
rescue coordination center and/or the mission controlling agency. General 
information will be released during the actual mission to keep the public 
informed of search and rescue progress and to invite public assistance in 
reporting data that might aid in mission execution. Control of such releases 
by responsible agencies will be in good taste• No derogatory statements 
about the craft, personnel involved in the incident, or assisting agencies 
will be made. No personal opinions or excuses will be offered. Saigon rescue 
coordination center, and/or the mission controlling.agency through their 
designated representatives, will be the responsible agency for nevs releases 
Involving missions under paragraph 3c.(l) through 3d.(l)(d). 


f 
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APPEKBIX IX (Sample Incident Processing Forms) to ANNEX A (Joint Vietnaaese/u.S. 
SAR Plan) to VN/US SAR A^p^eement 

CHECK LIST OF INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR MEDICAL EVACUATION 

1. NAME OF INDIVIDUAL AND/OH ORGANIZATION INITIATING THE REQUEST FOR 

ASSISTANCE: 


2. DATE AND TIME OF REQUEST: 

3. NAME OF PATIENT:_ 

4. AGE AND SEX OF PATIENT: 


5. LOCATION OF PATIENT: 




9. PATIENT'S BLOOD PRESSURE: 
FUISE RATE: 


TEMPERATURE:_ 

RESPIRATION: 


10. WILL AN AERIAL DROP OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES SUFFICE?: 

11. WHAT SUPPLIES ARE DESIRED? 


12. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
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APPEITDDC II (Sample Incident Processing Forms 
BAR Plan) to VH/US SAP Agreement 


FACE EAR INCIDENT 


CONTROLLER 


(COMPIETE IN EACH CASE OF ACTUAL OK POTENTIAL DISTRESS) 
CASE HO. DAIE/TIME 



. NAME, ADDRESS. TEISPHCNE HO 
OF PERSON HEPORTIHG INCIDENT 


2. HATURE OF DISTRESS (GROUND 
OVERDUE, FERE, DISABIED, 
COLLISION, ETC.) 


3. LOCATION OF INCIDENT (OIVE 
LATITUDE & LONGITUDE OR 
DI STANC E & HEARING FROM 
REFERENCE POINT) 


. TIME AND DATE OF INCIDENT 


5- DESCRIPTION OF DISTRESSED UNIT 
(HAVE NUMBER, COLOR, SIZE, 

TYPE OF VESSEL OR PLANE) 


. POINT OF DEPARTURE, SPEED 
DESTINATION, ROUTING 


. RADIO FREQUENCY AVAILABLE 


. NATURE OF ASSISTANCE NOV 
BEING RENDERED, IF ANY 


9. OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION 


11. DATE AND TIME AND BY WHOM 
DISTRESS REPORT RECEIVED 


12. CASE CLOSED (DATE AND TIME 
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APPENDIX II (Sample Incident Processing Forms) to ANNEX A (Joint Vletnaaeae/U.S. 
SAP Plan) to VN/US SAR Agreement 


CONTROLLER 


ALERTING STATIC® 


AIRCRAFT SAR INCIDENT 

hate/time_ 

__ EMERGENCY PHASE_ 

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION: (FOR RESCUE ACTION) 


IDENTIFICATION AND TYPE: 

FREQUENCY:_ 

MODE OF IFF:_ 

BEST POSITION:_ 

COURSE: __ 

ALTITUDE__ 

RSI REMAINING:_ 

NATURE OF DISTRESS:_ 

PILOT'S REQUEST:_ 


(FOR DF !c RADAR ) 
(FOR DF & RADAR) 


(FOR RADAR) VFR OR UR PLAN:_ 
(FOR RADAR) SPEED: 


PILOT'S INTENTION: 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (TO COMPIETE THE CASB) 


PILOT'S NAME AND RANK:___ 

PERSONS ON BOARD:_ 

OPERATING SQUADRON OR AIRCRAFT (IF APPLICABLE) 

HOME STATION OF AIRCRAFT:_ 

FLIGHT PLAN DATA:_ 

TIME LAST CONTACT AND FREQUENCY:_ 

CHECK ATC CLEARANCE:__ 

ALERT GCA:_ 

REQUEST ESCORT AT___ 

ALERT LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES:_ 

OTHER AGENCIES ALERTED:_ 

FINAL RESULTS: 
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APPENDIX III (Search Pattern Considerations) to ANNEX A (Joint Vletnamese/U.S. 

SAE Flan) to VN/US SAR Agreement 

SEARCH PATTERN CONSIDERATIONS 

1. Planning for search Involves determination of the most probable 
position of a distress Incident or its survivors, the means to be used for 
search, and the selection of search patterns. 

_ *v 2 ', Wh6n lnform “ tlon vital to determining the moat probable position 

^ cld “ t OT survivors is not available, search planning becomes a more 
difficult matter. Because it may be impractical and time-consuming to search 
t .\! n E r ? area 111 vhlch the incident may have occurred, or in which survivors 
might be located, the SAR Coranander must reconstruct the incident with whatever 
information is available. The search pattern, in such cases, is usually based 
on the presumption that the craft met with an accident, became lost, or was 
forced down on its intended track. The initial phase of search is confined 
primarily to the intended track and its Immediate Bra-roundlng area. If no 
results are obtained, the SAR Commander (or coordinator, as applicable), must 
either extend this search area or determine other areas based on hypothesis. 

3- The att ached search patterns are for ready reference and applicable for 
on - scene commanders pending receipt of more detailed instructions. 


3* Attachments 

1. Track Cravl Search 

2. Creeping Line Search 
3- Expa n ding Area Search 
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APPENDIX III (Search Pattern Considerations) to ANNEX A (Joint Vletnamese/U.S. 
SAH Plan) to VN/US SAH Agreement 


CREEPING LISE SEARCH 


For use vhen survivors are reported between two points but exact position 
Is not known, particularly when navigational error or drift n»y have placed 
survivors to either side of track. 



COMMENTS: 

1. Assign coordinates of search area In military grid reference system. 

2. Size of search area to assign will depend on the number of aircraft available 
for search and their estimated duration on scene. 

3. Track spacing or distance between legs will depend on size of search object 
and effective visibility. 

4. Use knots and nautical miles when specifying wind velocity, air speed, 
and distance. 

5. To be used by single or multi units. 
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APPENDIX III (Search Pattern Considerations) to ANNEX A (Joint Vietnamese/U.S. 
SAR Plan) to VH/US SAR Agreement 


EXPANDING SQ 




For use when the position of distress or survivors Is known within close 
limits, and the area to be searched is not extensive. 



COMMENTS: 

1. Assign coordinates of search area in military grid reference system. 

2. Length of legs will depend on nature of distress such as survivor in 
the water, survivor in a life raft, an aircraft ditching, etc, and effective 
visibility. 

3. >feke initial leg into the wind. 

k. The first and second legs are equal in length to twice the sighting distance 
and each two succeeding legs are increased in length by twice the sighting 
distance. 

5. Use knots and nautical miles when specifying wind velocity, air speed, 
and distance. 

6. To be used by single units. 
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AHKEX B (Additional Procedures to be effective during periods of hostility 
vlthln the Republic of Vietnam) to V»/U8 SAR Agreement 

6- COMHAltD AMD C OMMU ti IC All OHS : Each operational unit will be under the 
command of Its parent organization and subject to the operational control 
Invested in the unified commander or his designated representative. All 
existing toil ted States and Republic of Vietnam military and civil of 

canmunl cation vill be made available to the command controlling the SAR 
mission through the appropriate using agency. 
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AHIEX C (Explanation of Terms) to VH/US SAR Agreemeirt 1. 

Action (AT) : Hie tine vhich a preliminary cccanunications search 1 b 
initiated by an air traffic control agency. 

Activity : A unit, orpmization, or Installation performing a function 
or mission associated vlth search and rescue operations. 

Aer om edlcal Evacuation : Hie movement of patients to and between nadf nai 
treatment facilities by air transportation. 

Aircraft Scra mblin gs : Directing the Immediate take-off of aircraft 
from a ground alert condition of readiness. 

Air Route Traffic Control Center : Hie principal facility exercising 
enroute control of IFR flights vithin Its area of Jurisdiction. Each 
has ccsmnunication capability to adjacent centers• 

Air Command : A co mman d which is composed of those organized elements 
of one or more of the armed services, designated to operate in specific 
geographical area, which are placed under a single coomaixier; e.g., commander 
of a Unified Command, Area Ccsnmander. 

Area of Responsibility: A designated area in which an activity is 

responsible for coordinating and controlling SAR Operations. 

Cass : The special circumstances relating to particular person or 
property requiring SAR operations. 

Closed Mission : A mission which has resulted In the positive determination 
of the location of the search target and for which there exists no further 
requirement for rescuing the survivors or providing them with a means of 
survival. 

Controlling Agency : An agency which has primary responsibility for a 
specific SAR mission and controls all operations Incident thereto. 

Coordination : The function of Integrating efforts of SAR facilities 
for a concerted and harmonized execution of the SAR mission In an effective, 
economical manner. 

Extended Ccqgunication Search : Contacting, by any means necessary, ~i 
agencies along a given route or In a given area that were not contacted by 
the Preli minar y Communications Search and which may have or obtain Information 
concerning the location or status of a SAR objective. 

Facility : Any craft or device used to effect SAR operations. 

False Alert : An Incident or mission which is later proven false due to 
lack of a valid objective. 
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AMNEX C (Explanation of Terms) to VN/US sW i&jyUsit- *3 oALY 

Incident : Any situation which required notification to, and alerting 
of SAR facilities and which may require SAR operations. 

Incide nt Classification ; Three phases In which an Incident may he classified 
or progressed according to the seriousness of the Incident and its requirement 
for rescue service. 

Itocertalnty Phase : Doubt exists as to the safety of a craft or its 
personnel because of lack of information concerning its position or because 
of knowledge of possible difficulties. 

Alert Phase : Apprehension exists for the safety of a craft or its 
personnel because of a continued lack oi xmorujauiou concerning its position 
or progress or because of definite lnfornatlon that serious difficulty would 
be unavoidable. 

Distress Phase: Immediate assistance is required because of a contlnvad 
lack of Information concerning the position or progress of the craft or because 
definite lnfornatlon has been received that the craft or its personnel are 
threatened by grave or imminent danger. 

Incident Processing : The procedure of receiving, evaluating and 
classifying incident reports; procuring and evaluating additional data; 
alerting an< i assigning mission control when rescue service Is required; or 
terminating the Incident if it Is determined to be false or not requiring 
rescue service. 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) : An International 
organization consisting of contracting states (countries) whose objective 
is to establish International standards for aerial activity throughout the 
world. 


JC8 Cop—ndgr : 
Defense. 


Commander of a command established by the Secretary of 


Joint Sear ch and Rescue Center : An Installation staffed by supervisory 
personnel, from more than one participating service, and possessing sufficient 
facilities to direct and coordinate all available search and rescue facilities 
within a specified area. 

Iaiid Search : The search of terrain by earth-bound personnel. 

Marltime SAR Region : The waters subject to the Jurisdiction of The 
Republic of Vietnam and the high seas as outlined In VHAJ Regulation 64-1. 

Mission : Any situation which requires the dispatch of SAR facilities. 

A mission exists when the requirement for BAR operations has been determined, 
mission responsibility has been assigned to the appropriate Mission Coordinator 
and SAR facilities have been dispatched. 
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ANNEX 0 (Explanation of Terms) to VN^US^SAR"Agreement “* v 

Mission Coordinator: An official designated by a SAR coordinator for 
coordinating and controlling a specific SAR mission. 

msslon log: A record, maintained by the Mission Coordinator, of all 
operational activity pert a i n i n g to one specific SAE mission. 

forScene-Connander (06C) : An official who controls SAR operations and 
co mnunl cations at the scene of a distress mission. 

Operations log: A record, main tained by rescue coordination centers, 
of all operational activities. 

preliminary Comminl cation Search : Contacting through normal comnunlcation 
facilities, all agencies, along a given route or in a given area which nay have 
obtained Information concerning the location or status of a SAR objective. 

Public Inf ormation : Information of a military nature, the dissemination 
of which through news media is not Inconsistent with security, and the release 
of which is considered desirable by or non-objectlonable to the responsible 
releasing agency. 

Region al SAR Coo rdinator : The person responsible for coordinating and, 
as appropriate, directing SAR operations In a SAR Region. 

£g.acue: The removal of survivors from the site of a diaster or hazard 
to a place of safety. 

flegcue Coordinati on Center (RCC) : A primary SAR facility suitably staffed 
by supervisory personnel and equipped for coordinating and controlling SAR 
operations in a region, Sub-Region or Sector as defined by the National SAR Plan. 

RCC Controller: The officer on duty In a rescue coordination center (RCC). 

Rescue Cover: The deployment of rescue facilities over a given area. 

Responsible Agency: The agency which is responsible for or has priamry 
interest In the prosecution of SAR operations within a given area or for a 
specific SAR oissian. 

§AR Alert Notice f AhROT): The notification given to interested agencies 
that an aircraft Is overdue. 

SAR Alert Status: Personnel and equipment Immediately available 
operationally ready to render SAR service. 

SAR Alert System: The procedures by which personnel and equipment are 
scheduled and maintained on alert status to Insure operational readiness. 

SAR. Alert Warning: The notification given to interested agencies that an 
aircraft position or arrival report Is overdue. 
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A Sy ! tenEtlc reconnaissance of a defined area, such that aU 
parts of the area have passed within visual or electronic surveillance. 

f.e< 1 ^? 3 ' eh .. and R f Bcue -igMl : The employment of available personnel and 
facilities In rendering aid to persons and property In distress. 

f? ' argh &nd , R f acu ^ Coordinator : The person responsible for coordinating 
S^to^! ppr ° prlate » Meeting SAR operations In a SAR Region, Sub-Region ot 

of a ■■ AH actions pertaining to the prosecution 

^ ° r ndBBlon from the time of Initial notification unt.il the 
Incident or mission is terminated. 

. S garch and Rescue Operatio n al Control : The temporary functions of 
** *** Coordlaat ° rE > SAR Mission Coordinators, and On- 

“» ““ '» «* *""*»•■ «■*—«»« ■ 

.. pji: ™ “ -“»■ 

Search and Rescue Sector: A geographic sub-division of a SAR Sub-Region. 

area / 8y ! t< T Uc pl/m of Bearch craft's track over a search 

area to assure complete and uniform coverage of an area. 

WtBB I 0D : A ^elon In which SAR units have been dispatched and 
C t^ UC ^i but due *° “•controllable circumstances ^chts 
cli “P c coalitions, exhaustion of Information leads, thorough 

b -» *-*«-** a—*— 

Ife^fled Command: A Joint force, under a Slagle commander. which Is 

^^h°f. 8l6nl ^t Ca ? t - a8Blgned ° r &ttaChed components of two or more services 
bv » M h 1 constitutes and so designated by the Joint Chiefs of Staff or 

^lefs^T^ff? “ eXl<,U °« Unlfled coomnd vhi =h was established by the Join' 


POR 0P^ n ' ^ only 
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DEFENSE MINISTER (INFO) 

1 


FIELD COMMAND 

1 


CHIEF JGS 

1 

f 

SECRETARY JGS 

1 


PLAN STUDY BUREAU (JGS) 

1 


0-3/JGS 

15 


3 EACH CORPS HQ 

9 

1 

HQ FARATROOP BRIGADE 

10 

HQ MARINE CORPS 

10 

1 

VN CIVIL GUARD 

2 

NAVY HQ 

10 


VNAF HQ 

10 


JOC (2nd ADIV) 

5 

j 

1st TRANSPORT GROUP 

10 

let FTR SQ 

3 


2nd FTR SQ 

3 

• 

1st HELI SQ 

3 


2nd HELI SQ 

3 


let Lfl SQ 

3 


2d LN SQ 

3 

» 

3rd lit SQ 

3 

! 

I (ASOC) 

1 
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3 


• 
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3 
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3 



232d SIG BN 

3 



6 U DS CO 

3 



23rd AVIATION DET 

3 



3rd RRU 

3 



CINCPAC (INFO) 

3 


1 

JDBMAAG, THAILAND (INFO) 3 



U.S. AIR FCRCE 



! 

6492 COMBAT COMBAT CARGO GP 4 



6220th AB SQ 

5 



HQ 2nd ADIV 

5 



DET 2, ALPHA 

3 



JOC 

2 


( 

I ASOC 

1 



II ASOC 

1 



III ASOC 

1 



HU 13th AF (INFO) 

5 



HQ MATS (INFO) 

2 


| . 

HQ ARS (INFO) 

3 



HQ PARC (INFO) 

2 
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PROJECT CORONA HARVEST 

DO NOT DESTROY 

31 August 1964 

Colonel Walter F. Derek 

Pacific Air Rescue Center o / / 

APO 953, San Francisco, Calif. no QQ0 3b/h 

Dear Walt 

Thank you for your letters of 30 July and 13 August. I am happy 
to hear that with the exception of a few minor problems, the USAF 
IG visit and our recent L BB moves were successful. I understand 
Colonel Rudolph has requested that your Center forward us Infor¬ 
mation that you used In your briefing to the IG team. It Is most 
Important that we receive this Information so we can take every 
possible precaution to preclude disagreeing with your briefing 
and Items discussed with them. 

I am Inclined to believe that Lt Col Hartley's remarks were either 
not clear or misunderstood by your personnel. Colonel Hartley 
agreed with our concepts of supporting all commands to the utmost 
with our ZI resources. It must be pointed out, however, that In 
war planning the ZI capability must be programmed in the proper 
manner. This, as you are aware, includes the placing of these 
requirements In the appropriate contingency plans and obtaining 
JCS approval. When the rescue forces are approved In a con¬ 
tingency plan by JCS, they, of course, are automatically released 
when the contingency plan is Implemented. B certainly behooves 
us to get our name and our force requirements In JCS approved 
plana for equipment requirement reasons as well as ZI release 
authority. R is my opinion that the more we can call attention to 
our forces at the JCS level, the more pressure we can bring to 
bear on the requirement for the programming of proper combat 
recovery equipment and forces. If you require help In determin¬ 
ing the number and type of forces required for a contingency plan, 
or you need aid In the transportation portion of such a plan, do not 
hesitate to call on this headquarters for assistance. R Is a well 
known fact that you don't get equipment unless you have a require¬ 
ment to use it. Therefore, put the requirement In the CINCPAC 
plans and this will, In turn, add emphasis on our receiving 
adequate forces to meet the requirements. 


(*QJ 
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I noted In your 13 August letter that you Indicated the CINCPAC stall 
apparently overlooked the requirement for rescue forces. Although It 
may have been overlooked by the CINCPAC staff, it Is the responsi¬ 
bility of all reviewing agencies or Implementing agencies possessing 
these CINCPAC plans, to ascertain whether or not the correct forces 
are programmed and bring It to the attention of the supported commander - 
In this case, CINCPAC. I was most gratified to note your alertness to 
CINCPAC’s oversight and correction thereof. 

Naturally, I expect my Centers and my Headquarters to make every 
possible effort to determine these errors or overlooked forces and 
take whatever action is necessary to make the correction, since It Is 
virtually Impossible for one organisation to consider all possibilities 
connected with the writing of a contingency plan, evenf when using the 
enormous check lists that we use In writing these plans. 

The ARS OP LAN 510 has given us some trouble. It was our original 
belief that this plan would be used when Implementing a contingency 
such as the one just experienced. However, we now know that Hq 
USAF apparently does not Intend to use It for tactical situations. The 
complete reason as to why, I cannot explain at this time. We are 
endeavoring to straighten this out. It may be necessary for us to write 
another plan, or amend 510, or just talk Hq USAF Into saying that 510 
will apply. In any event, we must consider that up to very recently, 
our LBR units were, what you might call "fixed In concrete" at their 
bases of operation. We must also consider that In moving tactical 
forces. Air Force may desire to move the rescue force that Is based 
with the moving tactical force. It stands to reason that If you are clear¬ 
ing all fighters out of a base to an overseas location, you might as well 
take the LBR at that location. However, Hq USAF may be planning to 
move a recalled Reserve organization Into this vacated base; therefore, 

It would be wise to leave the LBR In place and move another LBR that 
Is not as vital to a base operation. All of these Items must be con¬ 
sidered and only the highest approving authority that considers all of 
the Involved forces Is In a position to make this decision. If we con¬ 
sider these factors, probably the 510 plan would not be appropriate. 

This leads us back to the paragraph above In that there Is one thing 
sure - If our rescue forces are programmed and placed In properly 
approved JCS plans, this situation should be cleared up. 

Considering the fact that this was the first time we have had a require¬ 
ment to move our LBR units In relatively large numbers, and because 
of the operational control structure of these organizations that Is 
Imposed upon us and that they were not Included In any kind of a JCS 
approved plan, I feel we did a very good job. Because of this opera¬ 
tional control structure, we do not have an opportunity to rehearse 


U / 
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2Lice your Lust visit to the Pacific area many things have transpired, 
including many false starts triggered by PACAF due to a variety of 
reasons. We have been directed, in no uncertain terms, on two 
different occasions, to put helicopters in RVN as aircrew recovery 
vehicles. I am certain you have read the multitude of messages 
floating around between PACAF and USAF on this subject. It now 
appears that we are just before getting Air Force approval on the 
modification program for the HH-43B. As a matter of fact, agree¬ 
ment has been reached between General Gough, USAF, and General 
Martin, PACAF, via telephone. This gentlemans agreement specifies 
that mCAF will provide three aircraft and USAF will provide three, 
all modified as outlined In your study dated 1? January 1964. 

We have also received a copy of USAF message AFXOFH 61055 from 
PACAF. PACAF supported by PARC does not agree with this approach 
unless there is no alternative. We feel that any money available could 
be applied against procurement of a more desirable and capable air¬ 
craft. Incidentally, this is the first time the AFXOPH office symbol 
has entered into the controversial helicopter subject. All of our 
previous disagreement etc has come from the AFXOPD office symbol. 

You may understand the significance and personalities involved in 
this rapid swing to the other side of the problem, but to me, not 
knowing the people involved, it appears to be a change of emphasis, 
or possibly a change in policy, prompted by Secretary McNamara's 
recent trip out this way. 

The move of the Tachikawa LBR to Yokota has hit a temporary 
stumbling block caused by MATS Regulation 92-2 and PACAF 
Regulation 92-7- When we attempted to have the EACAF directive 
changed we were told that MATS had directed their bases to adopt 
this attitude with the AES LBR and what was "good for MATS was 
also good for BACAF." The problem stems from a co-location 
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marginally operational ready on 10 March 196k, and has already 
performed a number of orbit missions. 

We have reviewed the ABS contingency recovery proposal for 
Project Gemini as contained in ABS message ARXDC O6-C-55 
and have held an initial meeting with PACAF and CTF-130 
personnel. There are naturally many vague areas in the entire 
Gemini program which will remain so until more definitive infor¬ 
mation is made available. There are certain areas where we 
disagree with the AR3 concept for contingency recovery operations, 
particularly the relationship with planned recovery. It is noted 
that the above cited message commits practically 100$ of the 
EACAF/ABS forces to contingency operations with limited resources 
in reserve to apply against the planned recovery requirement. 

BACAF has further raised the point that they have not been approached 
or been info addressees on the messages that have committed forces 
under their operational control. I am placed in an extremely unten¬ 
able position in answering questions without having proper background 
material or knowledge. I would appreciate any information the 
headquarters may have and will also attempt to obtain a good briefing 
from Colonel Tatum during his visit. 

I would like to request that you look at ABS message ARMMT-1 
20-C-03. I feel that the message is curt, moderately insulting and 
does not recognize a critical operational problem. 

Colonel Tatum will arrive Hickam 2b March and depart two days 
later. I will accompany him on his tour to the squadrons, and to 
Hong Kong. I am certain the Hong Kong merchants will miss you 
and Colonel McElroy. 

Sincerely, 


WALTEB F. DEBCK 
Colonel, USAF 



0 o u 0 
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DO NOT D 

13 August 1364 


Brig General Adriel N. Williams 
Hq Air Rescue Service 
Orlando AFB, Florida 

Dear General Williams: 


No 


QQr>3(!iZ0 


1. Now that the present situation has finally settled down to just mild 
panic, I thought you might be interested in some of the impressions 
gained from this operation. 

2. The outstanding manner in which ARS responded to an emergency 
type situation In the PACOM has gained us innumerable points with 
PACAF. Additionally, It has conclusively demonstrated the ARS 
ability to react to contingency operations and has indicated the intent 
of ARS to support such ODerations with professional tvpe SAR farces. 

As you are probaDly aware, PARC personnel Lurmsftea representation 
on the PACAF Battle Staff continuously during the more demanding 
portion of this deployment. We were in a position to note the progress, 
correct errors and make recommendations for more effective use of 
the SAR forces. Being a member of the Battle Staff and having all 
information available on the AOB we were able to notice the lack of 
SAR forces and detect the fallacious planning on the part of the 
fclNCPAC staff. This erroneous conception of complete deployment 
forces can be attributed to a single procedure -- the retention of 
coordination, decision making and approval authority at the JCS- 
CINCPAC level. When queried on the absence of SAR forces, even 
though they are properly included in the appropriate plan, the answer 
indicated that they had been overlooked by the C1NCPAC staff. It 

took many hourB to correct this oversight and secure JCS approval, 
political clearance and CINCPAC authority to move the forces. 

3. The discussion above points out the erroneous nature of the 
concept under which we are presently operating — that of considering 
SAR a separate package from the tactical forces. In my opinion. 
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when tactical forces are deployed under the same set of circumstances 
as existed in this case, it is mandatory to consider the SAR forces as 
an integral part of the deployment. The presence of the ARS forces 
In the operating area is as important to morale and well being as the 
cooks, bakers and field maintenance personnel. In many cases, the 
ultimate success of a tactical operation may well depend upon the 
rapidity of ARS deployment and the effectiveness of employment when 
in place. We in ARS have been highly successful in publicizing our 
precautionary orbit service, sometimes to the point where tactical 
operations are aborted due to the absence of such service. I feel 
we should seek the same degree of recognition for our in place 
support of tactical forces deployed to remote areas. 

4. This particular operation afforded the opportunity to exercise 
the ARS 510 Plan, but, unfortunately, from my vantage point, it 
did not go as smoothly as planned. My comments in this paragraph 
are not Intended to "point the finger" at any organization, but are 
Included to give your staff information upon which to base planning 
and follow up action. Generally, it is my impression that the 
CONUS LBR units are not properly prepared or equipped to imple-" 
ment the ARS 510 Plan under emergency conditions. The following 
deficiencies are noted for the information of your staff: 

a. The personnel assigned to the Central Air Rescue Center 
arrived Hlckam without official travel orders. This did not present 
any particular problem; however, had we had occasion to split the 
load at Hlckam and use industrial fund aircraft for transportation to 
the forward operating location or to return personnel to the CONUS, 
the absence of orders could have been embarrassing. 

b. Also, from the Central Air Rescue Center area, our 
Inventory of equipment authorized by TA-016B indicated these 
personnel were poorly equipped for this type operation. We were 
informed that the equipment was on order and had been back ordered 
for an excessive period of time. 

c. The personnel assigned to the Eastern Air Rescue Center, 
specifically the LBR from Maxwell AFB, were completely unprepared 
for this operation. They possessed no weapons and a minimum of 
field gear. We made up the shortages at Hickam to the best of our 
ability by utilizing WRM assets of the 1502d Air Transport Wing. 
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As a consequence, my Supply NCO Is charged with 20 weapons. He 
sure hopes he gets them back. Again we were informed that the 
equipment was ordered but not received and that Maxwell AFB did 
not have the funds required to purchase weapons for the unit. 


d. All personnel assigned to the CONUS Air Rescue Service 
squadrons were completely equipped for the job. 

5. To remove some of the stigma attached to the deficiencies above, 
I can say that I have never encountered a more enthusiastic group 

of Air Force personnel. It made me proud to be a member of the 
same organization. Having briefed each individual as he went 
through Hlckam, I can say that we did not receive a single complaint 
or note of discord. The attitude was generally, "Let's get to It and 
get the job done. " You can be rightfully proud of this group of 
"Rescuemen. " 

6. I will be leaving here on 17 August for a complete tour of the 
area including the deployed sites. Will send you a brief report on » 
my return. 


Sincerely, 


WALTER F. DERCK 
Colonel, USAF 
Commander 


U O 
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PROJECT CORONA HARVEST 

DO NOT DESTROY 


10 lm.lir 1*6* 

Brig Ceaeral atrial «. VtUlai 

0t1m4» ntluT No PPO 3b £ I 

Dear OmhI HIUmi 

I k*" Just returned from a visit to 8BA to eoordlaata tha bed down 
of •« now units at Bios Boa and DaHaag. I would Ilka to report that 
oil la well aod that tha publication of tha US 5*3 plan solved all of 
tha preblaaa asaoclatod with tha activation of bow ualta; hovowor, such 
la aot tha caao. Ha still have problaaa with facilities aad supply. 

2. Tha ABB MS plaa. supportad and angnsntad bp solans of messages 
fraa all e chel ons, did recognise tho problaaa la orgaalslag, nwvlag 
aad activating bow ualta for SEA. Unfortunately, although TACAT, 

Thlrtaaath Air Force aad 2d Air Division accepted tha responsibility 
for aortala actions, those actions evidently beeaao loot la tho aceols- 
ratod bnlldwp of B8AF forces la IBM. Ho have problaaa In both tha 
facilities and offlea supply areas. 

a. Tad titles: 

(1) Bleu Moa . At the tine tha pemanaat unit arrived at 
this base no plaaniag or preparation had boon node to provide faellltloa, 
othor than billotlog. During ay visit this point was discus sod with tha 
lasa Ceauadar aad his Deputy for Materiel. Our requirements wore nada 
known to tho Doputy for Materiel and he agreed to build tho fadlltlas 
from “la hewso" capability, rrovldlag tha rocsat flat Cong attack on 
Moa loo aad tho roaultaat d an a g e to Any housing does aot Interfere, 

•a should have two 25 X 50 foot buildings erected In the helicopter 
operating area as-a permanent horns. These two buildings, oonblnod 
with one air conditioned alert trailer and tents for storage.should 
aaka this a suitable facility. 


<2) Ptfang . Ho hod considerably lass luck at this baas in 
soanrlng facilities. D aia ng has an aatanslvo construction pregran 
wderway, but Is also the nest active airfield la BVH. Tha result Is 
that wa do aot hava adequa t e facilities for our unit aad at the tins 
of uy visit did not have anything programed. This Item was discussed 
with 2d Air Division, Thirteenth Air force and PACAF. Tha ABB require 
neats have boon nods known aad have boon inserted into the progressed 
s ap oneloo of B ede n g. The earliest ws could expect suitable facilities 


0 ti 
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would be l Jam ary IM3. la tk( Mist Lm, v* ua gat along wick tka 
ma r g in a l faaliltlaa pr svl su a ly mW by tka TOT wait, nadlfled seeawh* 
by tka oaaatraatlaa at additional cages la tka hangar. 


k. Offlaa Faraltara: Tka responsibility far providing offlaa 
fsnltan tar tka two PC* units waa aasiassf by MUI mad passed ta 
Tkirtaaatk klr Ferae far aatloa. Although wa have actlaa massage* 
la oar flla Indicating eartala ltaai had kaaa shipped ta OTI far AJLS 
support, wa war* aaabla to lacata any furniture far laaaa. Tha Man 
laa aalt kaa received Initial laaua of a limit a! number at feldi^ 
chairs aa4 lackara; however, no executive chair*, daaka, tahlaa, ate 
ara available la IIA tar laaua. In tha caaa of Dahang, wa aannwam 
a almllar prahlsa, except that absolutely no fnrnltwra la awallakU 
far la a aa . Tkla point kaa alao haan discussed with 24 Air Mwlalan, 
Tkirtaaatk Air fora* and PACAF with tha raanlt that Fifth Air Fare* 
-aa*«t* ara balng surveyed ta obtain tha volmtmeua akartagaa. 

3. lagardlaaa of tha axisting deficiencies la facilities and office 
farnltnra, tka personnel la Pata rh Manta * and 3 ara enthusiastic 
about Chair assignment and aagar ta gat tha job dona. Tan hare 
probably already noted caaaUarable mission activity for tha U-A3F 
ta the report* naming from in aad abould not* locraaaad activity la 
the later*. Tha IU-43F la an adaquata aircraft ta perform the vital 
AC* mission am aa later la basis, but canaot bo considered aa ldaal 
vehicle daa to iminn serious performance daflclanelas. Although 
auxiliary tanks haw* been Installed for sxtaadad rang*, tha aircraft 
still does net possess tha raaga required to be applied "across tha 
board" la all AC* missions la IIA. I feel wa should be working aa 
an AC* vehicle with a radius af actlaa la tha neighborhood of 330 - 
A00 alias, Tka "F" medal raaga performance la adaquata far aaat 
oparatlaas In IVk, but wa must ha concerned with our assigned AC* 
responsibilities la tha onset wa are forced out of the KV* ourlrem¬ 
nant. I am still seat lnpraaeed with tha HI-3C and foal that this air¬ 
craft, with certain uodlflcatlons to fit a t outat rola, la tha eventual 
mnui ta world vlda, affaction wartime aircrew recovery as null as 
long raaga recovery during peacetine. 

4, My recant visit to SIA Included a three day visit to tha 31st All. 

I continually have tha foaling that tha Slat la not performing ta tha 
high standards achieved by tha other ASS squadrons In tha Pacific area. 
In looking at tha record of this squadron, I guasa wn could apply the 
old cliche, "Teu can't argue with success." Since 1 July 19AA tha 
31st AU has flown «33 BU-lt hours including 7*0 operational hours, 

or 233 hours over rnsmltaunt far the period. In addition, tha support 
of SIA rendarad by this squadron has bean noteworthy. The squadron 
has made seam mi stake* in maintenance scheduling of thalr aircraft, 
but overall baa dona an exceptional job. I fasl that tha recant 
arrival of Lt Colonel tyboe as tha squadron operations officer will 
insult la Mch more efficient operational direction. 


u o 
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4. Tha wm t •* taml Grahov rt|ti4iit tha utilisation 

tf Ittl fact11tlaa at Oum la m m a atop la the right direction. 

lataatlaa of tha 0-3 —-dock for AM uae kaa alvaye ban 

ay peal tlaa aad mi raf loatad la a peraonal 1 at tar to yon datad 
17 SaptaOar INS. Thla poolties was evidently unpegslar at MATS 
baa sw oe I na tafaraad that 1 would do ao aara negotiation for MAT1 
foallltloa. 


3. AM activity la UA la aupport of tactlaal operations baa aaln- 
t a la ad a (airly ataody taapo. Aa of 7 Novaaber 1N4 va kora ttpaadad 
1424 total flying hour* with tko WJ-14 accoayl taking 1241 hours. This 
flgwra laaladaa aoly support tlaa lo-country aad doaa not indicate 
an r oo t s tlaa to aad fraa boaa station, tvary ladieatlaa potato to a 
oalaraaaaoa of tha yraaaat rata. In this conaartloa, wo have eab- 
alttod a raawait for laeroaaod augwantatloo for the 33d AU with tha 
idaa that va oowld owoatwally giro tha antlra IEA roayoaalblllty to 
that stoodron with llaltod aaalatanca frao tha Slat AM. Thla aatloa 
woo Id ywt aa In good a hap a for eventual oonvoraloa of tha Slat AM ta 
tha IC-130. Tour Initial reaction to thla roquaat way ho that va 
a ben Id woo tha HC-34 aircraft to aatlafy the UA raeuiranants. Dy to 
thla point boaa loading aad tha vatar landing capability have boon 
Inf 1vanning factors in tha exclusive utilization of tha HD-14. Another 
factor la the Iona of tha BC-34 for the Cental operation, which wo 
cannot afford. Ha are praaantly chocking tha situation to datomlna 
If va avoid oaa tha HC-34 at Inrat for brief periods to give tha HD-14 
aircraft aad arova a raat. 


4. Aaaod aa proa ant plana you are dua Ml r Iran on 29 Novanbor for year 
Pacific Camand visit. Dlplanatle clearance has boon received for 
Taiwan aad la expected aooontarlly for SKA. If Canaral latoa' vlalt 
doaa not conflict, wo will sea you on 29 Novaaber. 


HAITI* F. DUCK 
Colonel, USAJ 


U O U 6 
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PROJECT CdteKAjH^VESTl 

DO N E S T R O Y^-^— 

21 Soptambor 194T ^ 


Lionel Dnnnld T. 3milk 


: car Jon 

I tbara fully your concern that the amount and quality of training 
being provided by the 48 ARRSq i* not of th« hlgheet order. 1 agree 
that the letter from Al Lovela.ly portray., from bin enc, a dismal 
commentary on the training of airc."ws reporting for duty with the 
3c AKKCp. Hopefully, the picture is not as bad as indicated, but 
if so. it is largely a reflection of the growing pains resulting from 
the conversion of .he 48th in.o a Spccialiaed Aircrew 1 raining School 
thi. past July. Al'e commentary will be most ueeful in enabling the 
48th to take action iO correct deficiencies where indicated. 

As you know, th- H-5J is a new weapons syati m in the Air f orct 'a 
inventory, c onsequently, there was httle operational experience 
from which to draw in the development of a training program. i he 
H- training program was a iapte". to th> H-51 an.', expanded to induce 
basic aircraft transition training. It is now appare.n; that many of the 
original goals in the H-53 program were optimistically amb.tious. 

As the program progressed, some of 'hese goals had to be tempered 
by orperir nee ana especially by ecuipmcnt limitations. 

, h< H-53 training has been hamfx rn from the #u;iei by equipment 
problem*, an. .t has continually be n d, layed by .lippage in aircraft 
>elivery. he maintenance support of h« se a.r» rnfi hasn't lived up 
to our evpai tationa. “he 48th ha. experienced an average t'R of 
45. 1%, an average NOPM of 2y.2** an. an average NOK3 of lb. 1" 
from Oeceniber lffcb through July I >*>K heir factors have had a 
mos. serious impact on the .raining program. -hen necessary, 
because of equipment malfun.tions. training hat. to be simulate .. 

As the reliability of he equigm n increases, these id: .i»nrie . 

should decree.e. i »spite the inulai :J training. al' p* rsonnet depa 

the 48 AKRbq fully qualified in thr .urcraft, although lacking in sonv pn.. es 

of system qualifit at.on. A varun. e in th- actual flying urn* i(J' man. 

ver# may exiit, *.nce all student, .-.r* uualifud on a prof., ten. y os-. 




u 6 i 0 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 







THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 



In addition to th- above problems, all of the training program* 

1 onJucted by the 4S ARKSq ware seriously degraded by the lollo«in k 
fat tor*: 

a. Delay in approval of MAC PAP fcg-7 by higher headquarter* 

b. Insufficient lead-in time Into the training environment. 

c. .he lack of a school k retary (director) to coordinate an- 
supervise the training activiti- t an disapproval of additional man- 
pone r spaces needed to run u p-operly. 

he lack of aca ■!, mic instructors; the flight instructors must 
also prepare and present the grouo echo©] phases of instruction. 

• . i he lack of selective manning of the instructor personne’. 

I. i h* lack of - -tabilia -e our for instructor personnel that 
r- suits in a continuous instruc or upgrade program on top of everything 
else. 

g. A lack of prof- sstonal raining aids and equipment. Actions 
have been taken or are underway to coriect all of these deficiencies. 
However, they have had their effect on the quality of the training 
provided to th* first f< w class-s. an il onus: be realised that dis¬ 
crepancies may coni nu- until -ome of these factors can be equitably 
re solved. 

some shortcoming* noted in the air clu-ling training can b- attribute-? 
to the last rrunute change in the con < ); of transporting the ..ireraft .0 
b! A. Originally, the aircrews w- - • to I'Try the air< raft an-: thereby 
receive additions' training in an . fu-ling prior to ih- ir arrival in Sr 
■ ami liar i cation tram, ng in air rein, ling is present-•! to all aircrew 
member*. All pilot- an«.‘ flight engin- eis recriv- ground an' 1 fll ght 
training in the ayiicmi iMociatt < with air r-fueEng. 

oe to the d < apabihiy ot th* 18th, in both air£raim • an* p< r ioniv 1. 

i* is impractica: to fully qualify io-;rilo' . to continue .b* motion to : 
completion when th« KCC ia incapa* .aied. ■u ■ au«, 0 ( *he*- limita -on 
i i* only possible to provide h* cO-pilu with *uificiem r.. nmg to 
fnabl* him to rrturn the liruait o a point of -<afe r» turn. 

e concur with many of At Lo%» i. r *• t ommrn<:anon«, *jui ar* n*. 

enable 'o incorporate ihcxn »ntu he •zining program at thi* t.in *.o 
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th, re..— luted above. Until mom r—re. nr. ” 

the RCC tmining mu.t be acco»pli.b.d »» the ^ d * ,lr " 1 

CO- pilot program. Although th. co-pilot doe. not receive nig _ 

inetructlon in all pha.e. of th. training, be do., participate oa n 
of the RCC night, a. an obermr. 

wo have mc.ntly forward.d a revi.ed H-53 training package to 
for approval 1 hie package «a. developed to provide an ord.rly llo-e 
ofmpUc.m.nt aircrew. for the SSO plan and the folio.-- Pragma, 
within th. 4*th'- pre.ent and force, able capability. h. new progr 
had to reduce the flying training hour, out of .heer neceaaity. ^e 
revi.ed curricula depicted the mini mum, not the rie.Ired t f «lni ng. .n 
introduced g»_an interim me a. u^onl^ 1 o off.et the reduction 
of flying traininghoure^at .he 4«:h, the following prere.jui.ite. are 
mandatory: 

a. completion of the Ai- H-- cour.e by all pilot.- 

b. Completion of . Sikoreky cour.e in tbe «lr< raft .y.tem. by 
all pilot. »nd flight engineer*. 

It ha. been .n arduous time .on.uming, and very frustrating 1*‘k to 
overcome training .eflci-n. lee such a, tho.e Pre.ented ln Al bt>». 
but we are making headway and each ,ub.equent dam * h# “* d “ 

in. rea.ed qualification capability. ontinued evaluation, by the Jd 
AiiitCp an. convtructive re.ln.tic tcmmenti will n-ai.l in re*cht"| , 
r __ nnti » Pr k.. ,qp (orwir to ihf 48tn. *no 

rHia obicctive. Ar< commun'd are cx-iog 

lb‘re .t *npo..,bl. hi. euggestion- will b. i-clu l. . in the curriculum. 


Sincrrr ly 


B1G2.S.D 

A'.!. ISON ... KU>rj). *nga 

ommtnHp r 
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Dtv ’ah ' jf I HE AIR t 

IFIC At ROS» *CE RESCUE ANL RECO 1 

4^0 San FRANCISCO 9bH 


Project corona harvest 


I DO NOT D E S'* 

18 August 1967 


Brigadier General Allison C. Brooks * 

i£T der so 600 3&*i 

Dear General Brooks 

For the past nine months PACAF has assisted Rescue by providing TDT 
personnel from Its own resources for twelve ground radio operators 
required in 3d Group's RCCs. This PACAF assistance will end o/a 5 
September 1967. Our PRCP message of 19 May 1967 explained the situation 
and our recommendations. 

Uet 7, MAC, advises that the spaces for these radio operators have been 
validated, but cannot be put into UMDs until a SEA celling increase has 
been approved. These twelve radio operator requirements are still listed 
on PACAF’s priority listing of outstanding SEA manpower requirements, how¬ 
ever their position on this list is such that major ceiling increases will 
have to be approved by Sec Def before enough spaces will be available to 
honor this requirement. 

Since these radio operators are a critical and integral part of 3d Group 
RCCs, the only Immediate solution to the celling restriction Is a realign¬ 
ment of spaces which have been approved and authorised against the ARKS 
celling. Currently, ARRS celling authorizations add up to 403 spaces In 
Thailand and 779 spaces In South Vietnam. Included In these 1182 spaces 
are 33 spaces each for Loadmaster and Pararescue functions In the 39ARRSq. 
(Total 66) At present none of t he 33 para rescue authorizations in the 
39A RRSq are m anned, 17 of the 33 loadmaster spaces are filled. (Load- 
master manning based on Col Beall's memo to ARPDC, 24 February 1967, 
(attached) and follow on ARPDC and 61st CBPO manning actions.) Since these 
49 spaces are charged to the approved ARKS/MAC SEA ceilings. It appears 
that immediate solution to the radio operator problem would be a conversion 
of some of these spaces. 

I realize that pararescue and loadsiaster authorizations are In the aircrew 
function and as such they are controlled by USAF. However, the only unused 
authorizations for Rescue in SEA are those unused crew member authorizations. 
If we are to fill the radio operator requirement for the 3d Croup JSARC 
operation (and this seems unavoidable) we should do so by converting some of 
our presently unused authorizations. 1 am attaching a recent letter from 
3d Group which bears on this subject. 

Sincerely * t 


DONALD T. SMITH, Colonel, USAF 
Conaander 


fez 
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, 9||'r X:ryj° 

StQ HEADQUARTERS . * vf'- P 

MILITARY AIR TRANSPORT SERVICE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE / 

Scott Air Force Base, Illinois ^ 

*£C*D r ^ Cp FC I ORDFR 

c«Srf UKL * ER 23 March 1962 

Of FirtL M). CYl( 

- D?u| c hment 3 Pacific Air Rescue Center, is designated and organised 
j? --i:— £iil°R/Cholon FMO, Vietnam, effective 1 April 19621 

i , a, 2 lit sion category code is R-15.. 

PC :if fi. 

vs Jl[l 1 nit kind code is 2274. 

157 vi. V-; 1 


1 . -?.Ca. M ission category code is R-15. 

t: k -; '' 

£11 Jt£> i nit kind code is 2274 - 

B 7^v- vr g. i 1 

«*>-"• J **" anpower authorisations and personnel will be furnished from 
HQ''A *£ uad * r contro1 0 / Commander Air Rescue Service. 

*dj z’ „ A 11 w . l iL be e< l u iPP e< i i“ accordance with the policies and procedures 
“LjLiXMUtaaUB AFR 400-32 and Volume XXI, AFM 67-L - procMures 

—-4 propriate entries will be made in theT«STntag Report for the parent 

feds asers;Sinai"- 4 - *«- 

W. h .H.. ... PROJECT corona harvest 

I » « l^Jlty: AFR 20-27, 2 Oct 59 NOT DESTROY 

FOR THE COMMANDER 

P/frc_ 




[rf ATKINS 
I6nel t USAF 

rector of Administrativa Services 


1 - Hq MATSIMABMA) 

5 - (MADAA) 

40 - ARS 

2 - AU (Library) 

2 - AFLC(MCSDE) 

(MCJ-Library) 
5 - DAAFD, Gentile AFS, 
avion. Ohio__ 


DISTRIBUTION 
1 - Hq USAF1AFCAS-5) 

1 - (AFASC-5P-3) 

3 - (AFCSG) 

1 - (AFCIG) 

3 - (AFOMO) 

3 - (AFOOP) 

3 - (AFPMP) 

3 - (AFPDC) 

2 - ARRC, 3800 York St, 

Denver 5, Colo 
2 - Hq MATS (MADIH) 

1 - (MAX PD) , 

1 - (MAXWP) 

T - (MAXMO) 

1 - (MAMEQ) 

1 - (MAMLG) 

1 - (MAMME) 

10 - (MAPEX) / 

1 - (MABAC) ^ 
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OPPORTUNITY TO BE ABLE TO DISCUSS OUR WORLD-WIDE SAR FORCE KEQUIRIMENTS 
AND CAPABILITIES, BOTH CURRENT AND PROGRAMMED, AND HOW THEY SPECIFICALLY 
PERTAIN TO YOU HERE HI THE EUROPEAN THEATER. 

I HAVE JUST RECENTLY RETURNED FROM A TOUR THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST ASIA 
WHERE WE BRIEFED YOUR COUNTERPARTS IN PACAF ON THIS SAME SUBJECT. 

AIEO, I BRIEFED HQ SAC'S STAFF ON WORLD-WIDE SAR COVERAGE IN 
NOVEMBER 66. -- 

TODAY, SEARCH AND RESCUE FORCES IS A SUBJECT OF VITAL CONCERN TO EVERY 
THEATER COMMANDER AND TO EVERY LEVEL OF COMMAND WITHIN THE ENTIRE MILITARY 
FORCE STRUCTURE. 

WE HAVE SUDDENLY CHANGED FROM THE SERVICE THAT WAS FOR YEARS NOTED 
FOR ITS ANTIQUATED, CAST-OFF RECONFIGURED FIXED WING AIRCRAFT THAT EARNED 
US THE REPUTATION AS THE OUTFIT THAT COULD "SEARCH, LOCATE AND WAIVE." 

NOW WITH THE ASSIGNMENT OF FIRST LINE SOPHISTICATED FIXED WING AIRCRAFT 
SUCH AS THE HC-13Q WITH ITS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED RESCUE AND RECOVERY 
SUBSYSTEMS, I.E., SURFACE TO AIR AND AIR TO AIR RECOVERY SYSTEMS, PLUS 
NEW HEAVY LIFT HELICOPTERS, HH-3S AND HH-53S WITH THEIR ADDED SPEED, 

RANGE AND LIFT CAPABILITY — COUPLED WITH OUR NEW TEAM CONCEPT MADE 
POSSIBLE BY MATING THE HC-130 WITH THE HEAVY LIFT HELICOPTERS THROUGH 
THE AIR-TO-AIR REFUELING PROCESS — WE NOW CAN SEARCH, LOCATE AND RECOVER 

(M> 
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PERSONNEL AND HARDWARE FROM JUST ABOUT ANY POINT ON THE SURFACE OF THIS 
EARTH. FOR EXAMPLE, WITHIN SIX MONTHS WE'LL BE FERRYING HH-53S ACROSS 
THE PACIFIC, AND FLYING AN HH-3 NON-STOP ACROSS THE ATLANTIC. WE'RE OUT 
OF THE ERA OF LITTLE FLUTTER-BUGS TIED TO THE FLAGPOLE AND INTO THE ERA 
OF CHALLENGING GLOBAL OPERATIONAL MISSIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, PICKING UP A 
7-TON APOLLO CCM4AND MODULE AND DELIVERING IT 1,000 MILES OVER WATER, 
REFUELING FRCM THE HC-130 ENROUTE. DEEP PENETRATIONS INTO HOSTILE 
TERRITORY ON COMBAT RECOVERY MISSIONS HAS BECOME ROUTINE WITH THIS TEAM. 
HC-130S ARE NOW ACCOMPLISHING, ON A BI-MONTHLY BASIS, NON-STOP MISSIONS 
1+500 NM IDNG WITH A SURFACE-TO-AIR RECOVERY AT MIDPOINT. RECOGNIZING 
THIS CHANGE IN SAR CAPABILITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES, I ASSURE YOU ARRS 
HAS BEEN WORKING HARD TO MEET THIS CHALLENGING MISSION. WE HAVE TAKEN 
EVERY ACTION TO SECURE THE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT TO DO THIS EXPANDED JOB. 
THREE COMPREHENSIVE OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS ANALYSIS STUDIES (THE SILVER 
BOOK, GOID BOOK, AND BLUE BOCK) WERE SUBMITTED THROUGH CHANNELS TO 
HQ LEAF, WHICH RESULTED IN THE SUBMISSION OF TWO POP'S — FIRST IN 1965, 
THEN ANOTHER AGAIN IN 1966. TO GIVE YOU A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF ALL THE 
RAMIFICATIONS CONNECTED WITH OBTAINING SUFFICIENT SAR EQUIPMENT TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS VITAL AND COMPLETELY VALIDATED MISSION, I HAVE BROUGHT 
WITH ME THE POP BRIEFING THAT WAS PRESENTED TO THE AIR STAFF ON THE SAR 
REQUIREMENT LAST JULY. SELECTED PORTIONS OF THIS WILL GIVE YOU A 
COMPLETE PICTURE OF WHAT HAS BEEN DONE, BY WHOM, AND THE RESULTING 
DECISIONS BY THE AIR STAFF, JCS AND THE DOD THAT WILL GOVERN THE SAR 
CAPABILITIES SITUATION FOR THE PRESENT AND NEAR FUTURE. 


2 




THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 






THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 



FIRST, IN MAY 1966, AH ALL COMMAND MESSAGE WENT OUT FROM USAF REQUESTING 
PROJECTED SAR REQUIREMENTS. WITH THIS INFORMATION IN HAND, COLONEL PAUL 
LESKE, ARRS DCS/PLANS AND MYSELF ASSISTED THE AIR STAFF PROJECT OFFICER IN 
PREPARING PCP 66-27. 

QUOTE FROM PCP 66-27 
APPROVED BY-AIR STAFF PANEL 

AIR STAFF BOARD 

SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 

SUBMITTED TO OSD 

REVIEWED BY JCS 

OBJECTED TO BY NAVY 

LAST MINUTE BEFORE REVIEW BY JCS CHIEFS — NAVY WITHDREW OBJECTION: 

PCP 66-27 RECEIVED RED STRIPE — CLEAR JCS APPROVAL FORWARDED TO OSD. 

I MIGHT ADD THAT THIS REQUUUMENT RECEIVED lOOjt BLUE-SUIT BACKING PLUS 
ARMY AND NAVY — A POSITION WE NEVER ENJOYED PRIOR TO THIS. 

RESULTS OF OSD REVIEW ARE BEST OUTLINED BY A LETTER DATED 29 DECODER 1966 
TO GENERAL ESTES, CCMAC, FRCM MAJ GENERAL JACK CATTON, DIRECTOR OF AEROSPACE 
PROGRAMS, WHICH I QUOTE IN PART: 

QUOTE "I HAVE REVIEWED THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE AIR STAFF WRING THIS 
BUDGET CYCLE TO BUILD AND HOLD THE RESCUE FORCE. HEREIN IS A BRIEF OF 
THOSE ACTIONS LEADING TO THE OSD FINAL BUDGET DECISIONS. 
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THE TEH HH-3E'S AND FOUR HH-53B'S WERE TO PROVIDE ESTIMATED ATTRITION 
REPLACEMENT THROUGH FY 1974. THREE HH-53B’S ARE ADDED UE AND IS THE 
NUMBER SPECIFIED BY THE JOINT STUDY GROUP FOR LAUNCH ABORT RETRIEVAL. THE 
FIFTEEN HC-130H'S ARE ADDED UE — THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM. THE QUANTITY OF 
FIFTEEN WAS DERIVED BY USING A 75/t IN-COMMISSION RATE AGAINST THE 54 UE 
WHICH PROVIDES 4l AIRCRAFT. WITH ELEVEN COMMITTED TO SEA AND 22 DEPLOYED 
TO SPACE SUPPORT, THERE WILL BE EIGHT HC-130H'S REMAINING FOR ARRS NON-SEA 
MISSIONS. THESE EIGHT WITH THE ADDITIONAL FIFTEEN WOULD PROVIDE FOUR 
AIRCRAFT FOR SAR COVERAGE IN THE ATLANTIC, FIVE FOR SAR IN THE PACIFIC AND 
FOURTEEN FOR EMERGENCY ALERT. 

REPLY TO OUR RECLAMA RESULTED IN APPROVAL TO PROCURE EIGHT HH-53'S; 

FOUR IN FY67 AND FOUR IN FY 68. THE OSD RATIONALE FOR THE PARTIAL APPROVAL 
IS: 

THE ATTRITION WAS BASED ON SEA LOSS OF THREE HH-3'S IN THE LAST TWO 
QUARTERS OF THIS FISCAL YEAR (1967). WE PROJECTED THIS TO AN ATTRITION OF 
ONE PER QUARTER THROU3H THE PROGRAM PERIOD. OSD QUESTIONS THE VALIDITY OF 
THIS PROJECTION BECAUSE OF LIMITED ACCRUAL DATA. APPROVED HH-53 BUY WAS 
BASED ON PROTECTING PRODUCTION OPTIONS THAT COULD BE EXPANDED SHOULD 
INCREASED ATTRITION TRENDS DEVELOP. AISO, OSD FEELS THE HH-53 PROVIDES 
GREATER CAPABILITY AND SHOULD ULTIMATELY REPLACE THE HH-3 THROUGH ATTRITION. 
WE THINK THIS IS SATISFACTORY FOR THE PRESENT. 
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I 


The 551h An Hescui Squadron, Kindley AFB, Bermuda, which 
received its 111 st HC-97C on 18 May received its last on 9 August 
thereby becoming the first squadron to be fully re-equipped with 
this type airn ft. 


10-14 Aug 11C-130H Recovery Kit. Personnel of the 48th Air Recovery Squadron 
performed handling tests on the recovery kit which consisted of: 

(a) Erecting a 6H0-loot balloon station on the land and in the open sea 
by single survivors unfamiliar w ith the recovery kit or its operation. 

(b) Erecting of the balloon station in the water by a three-man 
trained pararescue team, (c) Evaluating the bouyancy and water 
proof characteristics of the kit. (d) Evaluating the maintenance 
aspects of the kit to be performed by pararescuemen. (e) Evaluating 
the validity of deploying the kit in an MA-1 kit type configuration. These 
tests conducted under the supervision of AFSC's Aeronautical Systems 
Division and in concert with Lockheed-Georgia Company indicated that 
recovery kit which consists of two helium bottle packages, one accessory 
package (balloon, Ilf! line and personnel suits/harness), and two six- 
man rafts appears to be manageable by mobile survivors without pre¬ 
vious knowledge .4 the kit. However, it was apparent that familiarization 
training would considerably reduce the time period required for the 
recovery operation. The most serious problem associated with kit 
maintenance will probably be the charging of helium bottles and the 
means of periodically checking ihe helium charge. The MA-1 kit type 
configuration appeared to be the most feasible for deploying the recovery 
kit on water surfaces. 


The Tilth Air Hesyue Squadron, Mickam AFB, Hawaii, became the 
third Air Rescue squadron to re-equip with HC-97G aircraft when it 
received the first HC-97G on 15 August. The squadron completed its 
re-equipping action on 3 November with receipt of the last aircraft. 

The following units were designated and organized: 

Det. Prnv, First, Bten Hoa AB, Viet Nam, IAW MATS SO G-122, 

19 Aug ill, as amended by G-131, 16 Sep 64 and 0-160, 27 Oct 04. 
Det. Prov, Second, Da Nang Airport, Viet Nam, IAW MATS SO 
<>-122, 19 Aug 64, as amended G-131, 16 Sep 64 and G-100, 

27 Oct 64. 

I Jet. Prm, Thirl, Nakhon Plianom Airport, Thailand, IAW same 
orders cited above. 

Det. Prov, Fourth, KoratR.S. 1., Thailand, IAW MATS SO G-122, 

19 Aug t>4. 



V ▼ 
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HH-19 helicopter leaves ARS. The last helicopters of this type 
to be disposed of by ARS were reclaimed In place and dropped from 
ARS records on 29 Nov 64. 

The last HH-13B Hainan helicopter lor ARS is available for pickup. 
Prior to delivery to Det. 14, FARC, at Mac Dill AFB, this heli¬ 
copter will undergo prototype installation of C&E equipment at 
MAAMA estimated to consume five working days. 

The HC-130H aircraft which is being built for ARS by I.ockheed 
Marietta was test flown on 9 Dec 64. This aircraft has longer 
range than any other aircraft assigned to ARS and is fitted w ith 
special tracking and communications equipment designed for the 
ARS mission. 

The 54th Air Rescue Squadron, (loose Bay, Labrador, Newfoundland, 
completed Operation Reindeer, the aerial drop of 2,500 lbs. of holi¬ 
day gifts to the residents of the bleak Labrador coast. 

IISAF has directed ATC to put 75 non-prior service basic trainees 
into pararescue training. These three groups of 25 each will begin 
training in late February, late March and late July 1965. This in¬ 
put, if favorable training completion is attained, will bring our 
Rescue strength close to our increased authorizations. However, 
they w ill be graduating several months later than the effective date 
of new authorizations. 

The Atlantic Air Rescue tenter has been awarded the Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award tor outstanding service during the period 
1 January 1962 lo31 December 1963. 

Minor aircraft accident, IIH-43B, 5K-1658, Det. 10, CARC. 

The fuel governor tailed and Ihe uireralt landed on the tire suppression 
kit. Noithor 1st Lt Arthur I . Machado or his crew members were 
injured. 

ARS pararescuemen made • night jump into the ocean 600 nautical 
miles southeast of Her mud ■ t i aid a critically injured seaman aboard 
a Honduran freighter. Ibis ihe first known night jump into the 
ocean lor medical aid. 
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17 Dec 


18 Dec 



o 


Specific Operational Requirement (SORl 203 defined the performanc. 
ami configuration requirements for a weapons system to meet the 
specific operational requirements of the ARS mission, and resulted 
in development of the HC-130H aircraft. USAK revised SOR 20:t ot. 

17 Dee 64, to include air-to-air relrieval of materiel as part of thi 
ARS mission with operational capability tube attained by FY66/2 tOi ' 
19631. This requiremeni was originally established by this head¬ 
quarters in May 1964. 

The 57th Air Rescue Squadron has been awarded the Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award lor exceptionally meritorious service from 
1 June 1959 lo 31 December 1963. 

Dei. 1, 74 -VftSq, h.is bet n awarded ihc Aii Force Outstanding Unit 
Award lor exceptional;, meritoi ious service from 1 June 1963 to 
31 May 1964. Detachment 1 is al Thtde AH, Greenland. 

Minor aircraft accident, till 43B, 62-4559, Det. Prov, First, 

AARC. The aircralt h.ntied in Ethiopian rough mountain terrain 
due to weather and the auxiliary gear was broken off. No injuries 
were suffered by Lt. Tommy L. Brown, pilot, or his crew members. 


1965 


Authority was granted by MATS to ARS to designate Agent Contract¬ 
ing Otiiceis in remote al e.ts world -wide. 

De' 16, CARC, was di signaled and organized al McConnell AFB, 

Kans s, effective this d. <e. This id .. local Base Rescue Detachment. 
Authoi ity- Hq MATS St) G-166, 9 Nov <-4. 

An Air Rescue Service maneuver exercise was conducted by the five 
Reserve squadrons on Saturday, 16 Jan 65, at Nellis AFB, Nevada. 

ARS provided ihe followine su|)port for Gemim-Tifan 2, unmanned 
sub-orbital flight: 

Aircraft: 3 HC-97G 7 1IC-54D. 3 IIU-16, S CH-3C. 

Personnel: 156 inciu ling 32 paruest utmen none of whom parachuted 

since thi spacer i ill a it- m covered l*y a I SN carrier. 

Support lor this flighl had te en |h- utioned earlier in the month but 
was then released te let or home due l»* * >lel iy. 
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Uft. 16, CARC, McConnell AFB, Kansas, was organized 15 Jan 65, 
and began equipping wilh HH-43B helicopters on 20 January 65. 

A Might surgeon is once agon assigned to llq Air Rescue Set vice. 
USA! approved an increase in headquarters manpower ceiling to 
enable a transfer of one medical officer space and two staff sergeant 
spaces l rum our field units. Dr. Robert A. Gay arrived on this date. 

The 45th Air Rescue Squadron was redesignated the 4»lh Air 
Recovery Squadron and reorganized under appropriate HMD, 
effective 1 February 65. ibis is tlie first oi the Air Rescue Service 
squadrons to be redesignated to reflect the new mission. 

Authority: llq MATS SO <> In *, . Nbv 64. 

I'nder the provisions of AKR ii-54. Colonel Lucian A. Dade, Jr., 
assumed command of Eastern Air Rescue Center, effective this date. 
Authority: llq KAIIC SO 3 iO, 'his date. 

Major accident, HU-4311, Det. I’rov, First, AARC, 

Ethiopian support mission. Aircraft crashed attempting a go- 
around from a mountain she at 11,500 feet. No injuries. 

Pilot was Capt. Kael G. Kirg. 

The 305th An Rescue Squad. a. (Kesirvij was at Brookley AFB, 
Alabama, lor their annual 1.', lav active duty tour during the pel ukI 
6-20 February 11165. The duel ol deserve AliairK. Major Murihead, 
and SMSgl. Malonev made <n advisory visit irom s to 11 Feh 65. 

Iltl. 0, It | ARS, was ills*' *M mill al Olmsteail At B, Pa., elteelive 
1 Apr 65. Authority: llq MAIS SO G 20, IS Feb 65. 

MAIS udvisi I that ellective I Svp'emlier 06 the AltS Manpower and 
Oigamz.it >»n oil!' e would I • »!i<< enlimU'd ml personnel would be 
merged will* Detachment -*t, MATS, Oilaigio AFB, ila. this action 
is based on thai pail ol is M jiioject f.CO*Nt)MAN pertaining to the 
centralization *>l *nan|iowei * Mvities. Simtlarily, API S and base 
Mid offices will merge wi'.t 1 haachnii fit 36, and this detachment 
will serv, ill units on the 1 *< ir<»in a icntrail/ed olliee. 

Colonel Abison C. Brooks, Hi : A, assumed command ol Air Rescui 
Sit vice (MATS) vice Brig. mi. .Vine! N. Williams, 1970A. 
relieved. Authority:,llq A" I** si in Sej * ice (M A TSJ, SOtell, 

- M ir 65. 
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March 65 


I)ei. 15, EARC, organized 1 October 64, received the last of tour 
CH-tSC helicopters on s March 65 for use in support of the Air 
Force Eastern Test Range at Patrick AFB, Fla. 

Minor aircraft accident, HII-43B, 59-1549, Det. Prov, Second, 

PARC. Hard landing sheared main gear. No injuries. Pilot w ls 
Captain Larry Salmons. 

The 56th Air Rescue Squadron was designated to share in the Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award recently aw arded to the 464th Troop 
Carrier Wing for participating in Operation DRAGON ROUGE from 
20 November 64 to 28 November G 4 . 

AUS provided the following support for Gemint-Titan 3, manned 
orbital flight of Astronauts Grissom and Young. 

Aircraft: 17 HC-9 G, 16 HC-540, 4 HU-16B, 4 CH-3C. 

Personnel; 486, including 97 pararescuemen, of which two 

(TSgt. Johnson and A2C Poole! parachuted to the capsule 
in the Atlantic Ocean and were the first persons to reach 
the astronauts. 

Hq ARS was awarded the MATS Commander's Trophy for the most 
effective composite gr mnd accident program for 1964. The trophj 
was awarded and presented bv ihe Commander, MATS, at the 
Commanders’ Conference, Ramey AFB, P. R., and cited this head¬ 
quarters outstanding accomplishments in industrial, traffic and 
recreational safety. (Reference ALMATS message MAIOS-G 
ALMATS 132/65 Mar 65). 

Det. 9, Hq ARS, Olms'i I AFB, Pa., was discontinued, IAW MATS 
SO G-20, 18 Feb 65. 

Colonel Allison C. Br - .ks, Commander ARS, and staff personnel 
visited MAIS on a A|c it t*.* brie! the MAI'S staff on the proposed ARS 
Force Structure 1965-1975. The formal .ARS documentation "Air 
Rescue Service 1965-1975" was prepared as a coordinated Hq ARS 
eflott and embraces H< entire spectrum ol ARS requirements, mission, 
equipment, aircraft, re nation anti doctrine. It was in essence 
a comprehensive look .i ARS as it stands today, and the posture 
which it must achieve • < meet the requirements ol tomorrow. Follow - 
ing MAIS coordination *i w,ts anticipated a presentation would be 
gl\en lo Ihe Air Stall. 

Del. Prov, Third, Ho l 1 YRC, was designated and organized at Lbon 
Airfield, lhailand, ellci *;.«• this dale anil attached to Det. 3, PARC, 
lor operational conti AuihoiiU: MAT'S SO G-39, 12 Apr 65. 


h 


I 
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14 May 


Utilization ni Reserve Squadir.i -\11 live .Mr Rescue Service 
Reserve squadrons were erUiinively utilized during the week 
9-lfi April. Two squadrons, the 302d and 303rd, provided crews 
and airlift to support (he 31s( ARbq on "Two Buck" movement. The 
30lst provided a , rew and airer.dt to Search for a DC-3 enroule from 
Haiti to Honda. The DC-3 w.is found by an HU-16 from the 301st. 

The 301st and 305lh provided crews and aircraft in support of mission 
1.ARC-11 in search for two missing T-33's that had departed Craig 
AKB on a local flight. The 30 Uh provided one crew and aircraft on 
strip alert in support of a NOKA1) exercise. 

Minor accident. HU-16B, 51 3294, 33 Mr Rescue Squadron. 

Aircraft flow n onto river at high speed and sustained damages. 

No injuries. Pilot was Captain l ather Vtueehtei. 

Det. Pro\, f ifth, Hq PARC, w is designated and organized at 
Udorn AFD, Thailand, and all ehed to Det. 3, PARC, lor operational 
control. Authority: llq MATS SO ti-47, 3 May 05. 

Det. Prov, Sixth, Hq PARC, was designated and organized at KungKuan 
Air Base, Taiwan, effectivi this date. 

Corrosion in the Air Force. FK 510, a film produced by ARS, in 
conjunction with APCS, was released. 

The HH-13B NO Its rale for the m illtft of April reached an all-time 
low of The major tonli lliultng item for the failure to achieve 

the MATS 5,, standard was tile .as umulution of approximate I \ s9 
days NORS conditions due to ..i< t l ciu go hooks. The tommaml 
average NOUS rate lor all tv, i s .4 lirerull was 4.3'J. 

The ARS request In assign p'o ; i t-si He .lunteers from the Pacilu 
area to Viet N , in was indors. i n. MATS to 1 SAF. MATS supported 
our position ol a 101)% voiunli. r pai ureseue core in Viet Nam. 

SFP 1175a "The SAR Mlssl n C u dlnator" was distributed to I’SAF 
film libraries throughout Ihe world and made available lo ail units. 

It is approval tor public bDv ''ifc. 

The 55th ARSq (HC-97) alt ien-i i z» ro NOUS rale lor the month ol 
May 19155. This is an Aits tits’. 


| O U I 
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A1<S provided the 1 .11 nnt support lor Gemini-Titan 4, four da> 
illutmed orliit.-U flight of .Astronauts While and MeDivitt. 

Aireralt- 22 IIC-97G, 16 HC-541), 2 HU-16B, 4 CM C. 

Personnel: 54S, Including. 91 pararescuemcn, none of whon 
pal at 1 1 .Led to the capsule. 

Colonel Allison t. ill.ahs, ('oinniunder ARS, briefed Airlift Panel, 

Hq USA! , on the AUS projected requirements study regarding ad 
ditional aircraft and the capability to meet increased recovery 
requirements in the latter part of the 1960’s. 

Minor aircraft aceider., 11 1 1 - 4 a it, 59-13112, I Jet. 3, CARC , 

(O/LlJet. Prov, Third, PARCj- Engine failed in flight. Aircraft 
autorotated into a small jungle clearing. No injuries. Pilot was 
1st Lt. Vance Need. 

Under the provisions ..t AUt 35-34, Colonel Donald T. Smith 
assumed command ..I tht Pacific .Air Rescue Center on 15 Jun Go, 
vice Colonel Walter I . Derek relieved. Authority: Hq 1360th ABGp 
SO P-207, 6 July 65 and PARC Unit History Jun 65. 

The following detachments were discontinued at locations indicated, 
effective this date: 

Detachment 4, Hq Alts, Homestead ATB, El a. 

Detachment 5, Hq ARS, l.uke APR, Arizona. 

Detachment 6, Hq ARS, March AFB, Caiil. 

Detachment 7, Hq AhS, Portland IAP, Oregon. 

Detachment S, Hq AHS, Sc 11 ridge AMI. Mich. 

Authority : Hq M A i s 'll i, ill, i M ,y 

Colon. 1 lheotloie P. l.,r.un. Vice Comniaiidci AltS, departed tor 
assignment to the Hid All Ir.insporl Wing, MeChord AKB, Washington, 
lor duty as Vice (Y.mmander rejiorting during July 1365. 

MA1S directed Hi t. a, i devt lop standards lor Air Rescue recov ei \ 
(1.1111)-Patrick an I 1 d. i« . \n Ait l<« si ,u project ofticer with 
hro.id know ledge in the A r Rescue recovery (I.HH) field was designated 
to pruwdc technical 1- >• <• and aSSialance to the Ik t. 36 team. 

Grade authorization.- I r op. rations officers at A ARC and PARC hoc. 
been increased from I ■. Coined p, Colom I effective I’Y 1/66. | n 
addition, the grade ..| Hirer in charge ol the operational control 
funetum is adjusted ■ 1 ■. t nonel. 


| U V/ C. 
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HU-l(i aircraft to crew rati '. Added crew members (1.5 ratio for 
the 31st and 33rd ARSqs) have been approved and included in the 
manpower tile in the 15 June u(Kiate with effective date of FY2/B6 
(Oct. - Dec. 65>. 

ARS provided the following support to the Titan IUC test. 

Aircraft: 1 CH-3C, 1 HI * Kill, 1 HC~51D. 

Personnel: 42, including six pararescuemen, four of whom 

deployed into the ocean to recover two camera 
cassettes ami a thrust vectoring control tank. 

Major aircraft accident, III-IBB, 51-237, 31 Air Rescue Squadron. 
Open sea landing to recover on tew from B-52 accident. Rough seas 
and mechanical difficulties prevented takeoff. Aircraft was taken 
in tow and subsequently sank. Pilot was Captain Anthony A. Muehling. 

The following operating lln.nB were designated and established at 
locations indicated: 

OL 1, Hq ARS, Olmsted AFR, Pa. 

OL 2, Hq ARS, Homestead At H, Fla. 

OL 3, Hq ARS, Luke AFB, .Arizona. 

OL 4, Hq ARS, March At 1., l dit. 

OL 5, Hq ARS, Portland iAP, Oregon 
OL 6, Hq ARS, Selfridgi AKH, Mich. 

Aulhorttv . MATS SO 0-7 I, :'l Jun «5. 

The following Air Rescue S» . . n e Provisional Detachments of Hq 
PARC were discontinued ' ! • it ions indicated effective this date. 

Del. Provisional First, I oh" AB, ll.ail.md. 

Det. Provisional Second, . ihhon l’hanom Airport, Thailand. 

Det. Provisional Third, If--n Airfield, Thailand. 

Del. Provisional Fourth. K-t d ItSI, Thailand. 

Provisional fifth, I i.vrn All). rhailand. 

Det. Provisional Sixth, Kcng Ktnn AB, Taiwan. 

Authority: Hq ARS (MAIM, -vOO-71, 14 Jun ti5. 

The FA" tVi t list Redtnin r. I ui mi goal of $135,000 was exceeded 
by $4«,7uo when the ami,uni ol Slsa.OlMt was validated. 

The Air Force Spectronuti n Oil .Analysis Program was implemented 
in .ARS units during t Y B.i. 


I 
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During FY65 ARS attained the highest operationally readv rate I )i 
any tiscai year of oj* f.itiun. The ARS aircraft in-commission 
average for the year was *0. 4%. This rate was based on all assigned 

HH-43, CH-3C, 1IC-.34, HU-16 and HC-97 aircraft. 

As of this dale ARS peisoiuiel in Southeast Asia have received 
218 awards and decorations. These are listed below. 

Silver Star if; 

Legion of Merit 1 

Distinguished Flying Cross 6 

Airman's Medal 4 

Bronze Star 3 

Air Medal 168 

Purple Heart 8 

Air Force Commendation Medal 10 

Rt public of Viet N mi l)i>! nguishcd 
Flying Cross g_ 


The 10,586 flying hours logged in ARS during this month was the 
greatest amount logged *n any one month since 10,810 were logged 
in March 1957. A n* \ nn. uhlv record was established in ARS when 
6,282 hours were liorn •». missions .done. 


I 0 
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PROJECT CC-.'ONA HARV l :t 

DO NOT DESTROY i 


Historical Program j 

T»<> pr09ra.11 « no. started 3 {, n ^ 

J "' y l%5 ' <*» ■»" l«.hr.„ organiiation »,- 

the 3d Group and 370, «s, do 8 1966 . „ „„ M ^ 

begap fonrardlog consolidated histories In ,n effort to relie,, the 
subordinate unit, TWs IJSte> , ppjr „ t|j 

d,d not wort as separate s„b,iss(o„ uer, re-uied l„ * pr „ ,g 67 
W«e„ the 39th actl.ated In d.nu.r, ,967. „rs, * 

sen, direct,, 0, H, MS. as nas tne firs, report for Ms , 

which was activated in March 1963. 

Since the beginning of the 3d Group's historical program, there 
has been steady improvement in the quality of the reports. There was, 
still is, a lack of detailed information required to provide a compre¬ 
hensive record of the Group and its units. This inadequacy stewed from 
inexperience of personnel who were given the responsibility for the Historical 
program for a relatively short period of time prior to rotation. These 
additional duty historians, who were not previously qualified failed to 
realize the importance of documenting the ARPS SEA effort. As a result, 
much valuable detail was lost. Another detrimental practive was the 
"sanitizing" of histories, i.e., excluding classified information which 
would have provided a more accurate picture of unit activities. The net 
Result was a lessening of the research value of these histories. 


n7 F. ALFORD 
ARRS His tori ■ 


l U -* 9 
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f PRC JCT CORONA HARVEST 

4 DO NOT DESTROY# 


STANDARD ARS MKT I! 


GENERAL ESTES | no LOO 31 

It is a pleasure te have this eppertunity te brief you and 
to discuss with you my famrlte organiuUen; that is, "THE AIR 
RESCUE SERVICE." 

CHART #1 

This chart quotes the ARS mission as stated In AfR 
2D*54. Tho Air Roscuo Sorvico Is chart* with the search, 
roscuo and recovery of personnel and aoroapaco hardware 
This includes hardware baing usad in raaaorch and dsvetop- 
aiant programs. 

Although the search and rescue of personnel is our 
most demanding responsibility, we are continuously engaged 
in an wer-incroesing requirement (or the recovery at aero¬ 
space hardware. The responsibility for Vie recovery of RID 
hardware dots not mean that we are responsible for the develop¬ 
ment phase of this hardware only the recovery phase Other 
responsibilities as noted on this chart are also time consuming. 
To accomplish this overall mission, we will go anywhere anytime 
and support anyone when we receive requests from proper 
authorities. 
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CHABTI? 

With Headquarters located at Or Unit Air Fore* ftm 
Florida, we control our world-wife forca thmugh 7 pri«M 
Air Rescue Cantors, 4 of those art overseas: 

CHART m 

Thoy are: 

Atlantic Air Roscuo Cantor, Ramsteln AB. Gar many 
Alaskan Air Rascua Cantor, Qmendorf. Alaska 
Latin * merlcan Air Rascua Cantor, Panama 
Pacific Air Rascua Cantor, Hkkam AFB, HawalL 

Three ara Zona of Interior Cantors: 

Eastern Mr Rascua Cantor at Robins AFB, Ga 
Central Air Rascua Cantor at Rlchards-Gebaur AFB, Mo 
and the 

Western Mr Rascua Cantor at Hamilton AFB, Calif 

To aid the Pacific Air Rescue Cantor in properly accomplishing 
its responsibilities we have established 3 small canters - I at 
Hq 5th Af in Japan; I at 13th Af Hq in the Philippines; and I at 
the 2d Air Division Hq In Saigon. 


t t 
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CHARTfi 

We have 12 flxed-wlng squadrons. These squadrons 
operate HC-S4s, HlHPs and HC-97S. They are located at 
Wheel us Field, Libya; Prestwick, Scotland; Azoras; Bermuda 
Goose Bay. Newfoundland; Eglln AFB, Florida-, Hamilton AFB, 

Calif; Hkkam AFB, Hawaii; Anderson AFB, Guam; Tachlkawa 
AB, Japan; Naha AB, Okinawa and Clark AB, Philippines. 

CHART §9 

At 64 bases around the world we have Local Base Rescue 
units operating HH-43B helicopters. These organization* 
consisting primarily of 2 airframes each, are generally located 
In the blue area on this chart We have 3 special units, one 
at Homestead AFB, Florida, to supervise and control our rescue 
requirements In the Cuba/Caribbean area, one at Good!allow AFB, 
Texas, operating CH-21 helicopters, have the job of recovering 
Atomic Energy Commission/weather sampling balloons, and we 
have a Provisional Organization at Tyndall AFB that is presently 
accomplishing Category III Testing of the CH-3C helicopter. 

This, then, gives us a total of 87 different organizations located 

7K U\, „ iW.i 

on 78 bases from Turkey on the East tofcqp on the West, Thule 
AB in the North to Panama In the South. We own no bases, and 
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therefore, are tenants aherever we fa. At 79 

Neva control and atrcrw person n el an dtfy 
24-hrs a day, 7 day* a week. w/^jnaatalnilf dtferent caun- 
trltt, and territories outslda tha Continental Unitad Statu. 

From a command and technical contiol vi ewpoint we contra! our 
fixed-wing squadrons and prime cantors diractly from our haad- 
quarters. From an operational standpoint, tha Atlantic Cantor 
answers to tha raquiramants of USAFE and tha Pacific Air 
Rascua Cantor answars to tha requirements as astaMishad by 
PACAF. Tha Alaskan Cantar handles tha Alaskan Air Command 
raquiramants and tha Latin American Air Rescue Cantor handles 
tha raquiramants of AFSOUTH. Our headquarters at Orlanda 
operationally directs tha 4 North American Squadrons. Tha 
Local Base Rescue units operationally answer to tha require¬ 
ments of tha base commander of the base on arfiich they are 
located. From a command and technical control viewpoint the 
UR'S are either administered by one of our canters or one of 
our fixed-wing squadrons, uur resources are limited. 

CHART#* ' 




For this fiscal quarter, we are authorized 941 officers; 2332 
airman and 35 civilians. This gives us q total authorization 
of 3308. Nearly all of the civilians are located in the Orlando 
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Headquarters. Our present popuietien is around 3f4Kt Included 
In this authorize I on k Ifpor a rsi cu eme n . These highly 
specialized personnel must successfully complete 4 different 
schools More we consider the* minimally qualified. These 
schools ere medical, parachute, survival and SCUIA. We also 
give them a short course In tree jump operations. 

CHART if 

We are authorized a U. L of 36 HC-54 aircraft This 
aircraft is over 21 years old. PAUSE 

CHART IT 1 

We are authorized a U. L of 30 HU-16 aircraft This 
airplane has the capability to land on either land or water and In 
the past 14 years has played a most important role In the Hr 
Rescue Service. It Is getting tired h o wever In its present con¬ 
figure! Ion and maintenance costs are rising. 

CHART IT 8 

Our rotary wing aircraft consist primarily of HH-431's. 

We are authorized a U. L of 150 of these helicopter s. Within a 60 
mile area of the airbase on which they are located, they have done 
a terrific job. When required, the HH-43 will carry with It a fire 
suppression kit, firefighters and a medical technician. The re¬ 
sponsibility of this team is to suppress the fire sufficiently to 
enable the removal of personnel from the flaming wreckage. This 
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unit Is responsible for saving th# llvas of parsonnat involved 
In the accident and not to fight or piA m 

as the personnel have bean removed from the aircraft, the 
team's responsibility Is to gat the survivors to the hospital 

CHARTf 

Let me now outline the responstoMItles and functions 
of the Zl Air Rescue Centers. You will remember they are 
located at Robins AFB, Ga : Rlchaids-Gebaur AFB. Mo and 
Hamilton AFB, C-Ilf. The Commander of these organizations 
have 2 prime responsibilities. 

CHART *» 

First, he Is responsible for accomplishing the Inland 
Search and Rescue Plan. The Implementation of this plan 
was Presidential^ directed In 1956. At that time the USAF. 
with ConAC as the action agency, was given the responsibility. 
This function was transferred from ConAC to the Air Rescue 
Service in 1961. ARS is responsible for the landmass of the 
ConUS. The Coast Guard has the responsibility for the water 
areas. Commanders of the Centers must continually coordinate 
with the state governors, state police, sheriff's offices, forest 
rangers. Civil Air Patrol, military units within his area of 
responsibility and any other civilian or private organization 
that can provide aid during a SAR mission. At each center 
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Aft***- c ' r ** 

we have 14 officers and airman that maintain thasa cantars on 



a 24-hr basil. Thasa personnel coartfnata and dhreet all 
saarch and rescue missions as they happen. This Is 
accomplishod from tha Cantor itsaif or at an on-thi-scene 
location Thay may be looking for a lost huntar In tha mountains 
of California or coordinating a saarch fora missing civilian or 
military aircraft 

CHART♦» 

Thair sacond function is to supervlie local base rascua 
units that may baasslgnad for this purpose Thay ara rasponslbia 
for command, training, administration, matariai. supply, #i 
We hava 39 such units in the Zona of Intarlor. 

CHART 

This chart portrays only a few of tha many missions that 
wa accomplish around the world Search, rescue and recovery of 
personnel lost in downed military or civilian aircraft is one of our 
prime jobs; however, we find ourselves frequently engaged In such 
missions as looking for lost boy scouts and flshermea We perform 
precautionary orbits for Tactical Mr Command aircraft moving overseas 

and Air Defense Command fighters whan they lamwAhwtaanklS. 

Normally TAC and ADC will not move their aircraft over a water environ 

ment unless Air Rescue Service aircraft are orbiting at assigned 

positions. We are responsible to be within 30 -minute s of Pres i- 
dentlal flights outside the Zone of Interior. MaaydtaMtapiis 
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tt fce wtoe feqttlr 'e ^ e cHt c morae* When an afcroart becomes 
lost or Is In distress. wo are called en to find Ml escort It to a 
haven at safety. 

CHART fid' 

Last yaar we accomplished ovar R-W8 missions, ar war 

catapery: 8f* at this total was In support of USAFalrcnH Soma 
of thasa missions are short, soma at them long. As an mampta, 
the C-124 Pacific mission last yaar logged over 5000 hrs. Of the 
total mission hours that we flaw (luring this time parted, 58 parcant 
supportad USAP aircraft We are normally looking for someone, 
somewhere, although we are equipped and funded for USAP mis¬ 
sions only. We are also called on to orbit and monitor Army and 
Marina aircraft movements. 

CHART ## 

I indicated previously that we are authorized 150 p#arascua- 
man. These personnel are a part of each fixed-wing squadron. 

On the Eastern Test Range they operate In the recovery of 
cassettes, and the retrieval or recovery of any other piece 
of RM) equipment that the Eastern Test Range may want re¬ 
turned. On the Western Test Range our squadron at Hickam 
stands by as backup for the AFSC Recovery Squadron activities. 

We stand by for possible aborts during launchings at Vandenburg 
AFB and during the re-entry phase. If the APSC Recovery Sqdn 
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aircraft should miss In thair normal recovery procedural, m 
parachute our pararascuaman Into the sat aad recever the 
valuato la R&D instrument packages. These pararescuemen are 
highly trained and motivated That wor ld U ta J qacu mpto 11 fr y 
wffl be Improved with the racaigl 01 tVerifL They 

are continually trained to remove astronauts from spacecraft and 
to provide flotation gear for the spacecraft Itself. They wHI jump 
under most conditions and once on the surface of the earth 
whether It be land or water, we continual? support them toy 
parachute drops until thfcir job is done and they are recovered 
by surface vessel, helicopter or ground means. 

CHART U6 

We have 5 Air Rescue Reserve Squadrons. They have a 
UE of 4 HU-16s each. As shown on the chart they are located at 
Homestead AFB, Fla 


Selfridge AFB, Mich 
Luke AFB, Ariz 
March AFB, Calif and 
Portland AFB, Oregon 

CHART NT i U 


ProqUs i super\tsion of training/ 
and flying safety programs, con¬ 
duct surveys, and administer 
I inspections. * 


I 


The 4lr Rescue Service has been involved in supporting 
the man-ln-space national program since Its start We are 
responsltfe for covering the world for any contingency that may 
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develop. This chart indicates the 28 different locations where 
ARS aircraft were deployed during the last Mercury flight 
We also cover the planned landing areas even though the Navy 
has considerable effort in these areas. In the forthcoming 
GEMINI, APOLLO and MOL programs. It Is well established 
that the Air Rescue Service will become more and more 
involved. 

CHART *17 

0 As defined in the DOD Overall Plan for Project GEMINI 

operations, dated 7 Nov 1963, the DOD Representative is 
responsible for the development of the overall GEMINI DOD 
Support Operations Plans. The DOD Representative is charged 
with effecting final coordination with the lietd agencies of those 
plans developed in the support of this project 
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13 Juiy. This plan Included to the maximum, conditions and 
recovery requirements projected through the W7Q time period as 
we visualized them. In this planning, we considered to the 
maximum extent that is possible at this timet the MOL Project 
CHART Phi 

Recovery requirements that were considered were these 

four: 

1. Cn-pad ejection and ejection alter launch. 

2. Launch abort area 

3. Primary and secondary landing areas. 

4 Landings outside these areas. 

CHART *19 

We are responsible for providing and operating 4 HH-3C 
and I HH-43 helicopters for launch site recovery. The forces are 
responsive to astronaut ejection on pad as well asiafter lift off. 
These aircraft will carry our own pararescuemen. Deployment 
will be in the immediate launch area where rapid contact 
can be made with the astronauts as they descend by para¬ 
chute. Cur forces must provide Immediate assistance to the 
astronaut upon landing and provide rapid transportation to the 
medical facility. The access time varies as noted on the chart; 

however, it is our intention and we feel that we are completely 
capable of being on-the-spot upon the astronaut's landing. 
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CHART# • 

Our area of responsibility Is a miles long end *out 
16-1/2 miles wide as noted. This area Is else supported by a 
number of small boats and Army larks. The Commander of the 
array will control the force from one of our helicopters. 

CHART# 

The launch abort area roaches from the coast of Florida 
to the Coast of Africa. Within this area ourforces consist of 
our search aircraft, with teams of 3 pararescuemen on each 
aircraft We will have ourforces airborne along the spacecraft 
route at launch time In order to provide search and recovery of 
the spacecraft within the minimum of time. When required, our 
pararescue personnel will be deployed to provide spacecrrft 
flotation equipment and medical assistance. The NASA access 
time established for this area Is 4 hrs. 

CHART# 

This chart Indicates the general location of our aircraft 
during launch. Note that we also have in this area Navy P3's 
and EC-121 aircraft that will aid In the search effort As presently 
planned these Navy fixed-wing aircraft will operate under our 

cognizance, if they locate a spacecraft before one of our planes 

arrive, they will become the on-scene commander, until such 
time as our aircraft arrives with pararescuemen aboard. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 





THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 




CHART* 

Within the primary and secondary landing arias, otr 
requirements an vary similar to thi abort ana; however, thi 
accass timi varias from I to 5 hrs dipanding on thi mission. 

This chart Indicate thi 5 primary and sacondary landing arias 
whm wa ari raqulrid to provide coverage with aircraft and 
pararascua parsonnaL The ARS Forces will raspond from a 
strip alart posture to provide pararescue and spacecraft flotation 
equipment will within the I to 5 hour accass time Navy 
surface vessels will also be operating In these areas, We will 
deploy our pararescuemen only when the surface ships art not 
on the scene 

CHART » 

Outside the primary landing areas, requirements basically 
remain the same, however, the access tins# has increased to a 
maximum of 18 hours. You will note on this chart that the 
world-wide deployment 0 between 29°N and This is for 
GEMINI missions only. When we are operating in support of 
an APOLLO mission, this requirement becomes 40^N to 4QPS. 

CHART! 

This chart indicates our recommended deployment for our 
aircraft starting with GT-4 or approximately I year from now. We 
can support the access time of 18 hrs from the locations indicated. 

an 4 


l * - 9 
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CHART 133 

I noted earlier frit fre Air Rescue Service is performing 
the Category 111 testing of fre CH-3C helicopter. We believe 
that this is a very excellent aircraft It has a good range of 
action, has a heavy-lift capability, and is considered all-weather 
capable We only have one of these airplanes at fre present time 
but are programmed to receive mora We are programmed to 
establish a 4 UE Det at Patrick AFB in October 1964. The Patrick 
Det will be used for spacecraft pad abort recovery at Cape Kennedy 
and for hardware recovery and logistic support throughout the 
entire Eastern Test Range. A 4 UE Det Is also programmed for 
Goodfellow AFB. These aircraft will replace the $H-2l's that we 
are now using to accomplish the AEC balloon recovery mission. 

We have requested two squadrons of these helicopters of 6 UE each 
within the 71 to aid in the accomplishment of our normal Inland 
SAR responsibility. Whether it be airlift, strategic bombardmert 


/<• 
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or rescue, them I* no substitute for pnlesslenallsm. 
our resources Involved In eny given Zl SAt Incident ere nak 
professional forces. Our relationship wMh the seml-pnlesslentl 
CAP has provan quit* successful and to sow degree **• W 
between ARS requirements and resources. Except lor the vicinity 
of Eglin and Hamilton, where *lr Rescue Squadrons am looted, 
the lack of ARS professional forces and deployment distance 
Involved Is a handicap In prosecuting any Zl mission. Our air¬ 
craft are not well suited for search missions owr rugged terrain, 
wooded areas or deep snow. These aircraft, while too ska* for 
quick reaction, are too fast for dsual survivor search where 
handicaps such as the above mist This is especially acute as long 
as our primary search method Is dependent upon human vision. 

Until electronic crash locator beacons and adequate Individual 
aircrew location beacons are in general use, dsual sighting Is otir 
only means of locating downed airmen. CAP also has almost HOT 
fixed wing aircraft and, therefore, fall Intojthe same category of 
difficulty as the ARS pianos; L e.. toe slow for quick rlectlon'end 
too fast for Visual search. 

CHART I 

By placing one helicopter squadron at Travis and one at 
Bunker Hill AFB we can cover the US within a maximum of 12 hrs. 

14 

lb, 
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Our helicopters programmed tor Goodfellow and Patrick Arts can 
also be used whan available. Last year there were 522 Mtfe- 
mlssions within the CenUS. We prepared a Special MS Plan 
to inclement these two squadrons Mend often approved. I hwre 
briefed Hq MATS and USAF on this plan. The requirement Is under 
consideration in the Pentagon at the present tint This will 
provide us with a minimum capability to accomplish the Inland SAP 
requirements. I must point out that there are many other require¬ 
ments tor these aircraft and that the number suggested will not 
provide enough depth of operations to completely satisfy all of the 
jobs simultaneously. Proper scheduling should go far. however, 
in accomplishing the requirements. We believe that the Mr 
Rescue Service should have a detachment of these helicopters at 
Panama for normal search, rescue and to aid In the accomplishment 
of the cold war objectives In Central and South AmerJcai We 
certainly need to replace the HH-43BS at Thule AB with these all- 
weather long range helicopters. The HH-43BS at Thule at the 
present time are doing the best job that can be expedid within 
their capability, however, long-range, all-weather aircraft are 
required. We should have 10 such helicopters in Alaska aftere 
there is a continuous search and rescue requirement! For 
example, last year there were 416 such missions In that state. 
v.e are also recommending that a fee of these helicopters be 
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placed In each squadron until such tine (hit a better mrtlcal 
take-off and landing aircraft Is avattaMi We need air-to-air 
refueling capability for these helicopters, rttueiable from aur 
HC-DOH aircraft using a palletized refueling kit There Is 
nothing new or unusual about this requirement, the nfuellng 
kit for the HC-130 has already been developed and Is being used 
at the present time by the Marine Corps In refueling their filters. 
The hardware for the helicopter is expected to be a simple Instal¬ 
lation. We also require an air-to-air recovery capability. 

This will give us the ability to recover the A£C balloons on their 
descent rather than allowing them to hit the ground and thus 
damage valuable AEC equipment as well as damaging crops, 
knocking down high tension wires, and causing (tomage to other 
personel property. 
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and antral control of this capability will tha Air Foret be aUa 
to aconomlcally utilize tha In-being forces to accomplish this 
abundancy of jabs. Throw# cantraitzatlon It Is no stem that 
fewer airplanas an accomplish mort missions. ItTravpge-#! 
Air Forca doctrine that "anttty oI fore*' will do th* best job. 


Whan tha forca Is spilt batwaan savtral commands tha dapth of 
oparatton Is lost and of course afflclancy Is lost accordingly. 

With our forthcoming HC-I3CHS and an adSQuata air mfuoUMe 
HH-3C forca, It is our opinion that wa can shufflt this fora 
throughout the world and accomplish any rescue and recovery job 
within tha lift limitations of tha aerial system being employed. 

Within our capability wa continually study ideas that will pnwlde 
progress to our Nation and our Service. Two of these studies ham 
bean forwarded under tha ICE Project for MATS consideration. One 
idea is that of Integrated Combat Airlift Support UCASI. This will 
bring the entire spectrum of Combat Alibome logistics and battle 
zone Air Fora Services under the single mane^rlhip of MATS. 
This concept applies to space logistics and spaa recomry as well 
as surfaa operations. This single-managed MATS family mission 
should Include: 

Fast airlift movement of personnel and material from global 
ports, depots, factories, etc., to the most forward combat areas. 



i t •* 
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Rtscua and recovery of downed combat alrcraws. 

Local base crash rascua for forward air strips. 

Pictorial documentation. 

Evacuation of wounded, side and other returnees. 

This MATS family systam would require fbcad and rotar 
wing aircraft to accomplish this family mission. 

Anothar ICE study forwarded by this Headquarters 
recommended a single manager for USAF ratary wing resources. 
All missions for which USAF has or is programmed to procure 
rotary wing aircraft fall Into one or mom of these missionst 
alriift, search, rescue and recovery. These all fall within the 
purview of MATS. Single managership offers the only logical 
and the most economical and desirable solution to the problem 
of increasing the combet effectiveness of all USAF rotary wing 
resources. ARS has the experience end the basic staff to 
accomplish this concept operationally, the helicopters would 
be controlled by the user. 

One of our prime objectives is to obtain as soon as possible 
adequate equipment that would provide us an "In-being" combat 
aircrew recovery capability. The CH-3C is the off-the-shelf 
equipment that could be provided to (Jve us an immediate "best 1 
capability to accomplish this mission. In addition to what I have 
already said about this helicopter, we are accomplishing a study 
which will indicate our world-wide requirements. 
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DO NOT DESTROY 

THUS. ARIOS (Co Rottwann/2367) 
tmme h Trip R«po t 


K IUVICI (MAO 
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% 


23 OCT 1967 


1 Durln l IIH IX U«! IIU1 *UU II lUB^LBBU i l L l uiu gh 3 October 1967 th« unde¬ 
signed visited the foUowing ARRS units in Southeast A5i j|- 
the visit was to follow up on the Southeast Asia Survey Report and for a 
discussion of safety natters. 


3 ARRGp 


38 ARRSq 


39 ARRSq 


Det 11, 38 ARRSq 
37 ARRSq 


Det 7, 38 ARSq 
Det 1, 37 aitRSq 


Det 2, 37 ARRSq 


Det S, 38 ARRSq 
OL 1, 39 ARRSq 


Tan Son Nhut 


Tan Son Hhut 


Tuy Hoa 


Tuy Hoa 
Danang 


Danang 

Nakhon Phanon 


Colonel Lovelady - Cisdr 
Colonel Leaks - Cadr (new) 

Lt Col Freshwater - Vice 
Cmdr 

Lt Col Rudrud - Operations 
Major Brubaker - Safety 
Lt Col Holman - SAR Center 

Lt Col Rudrud - Cmdr 
Major Lee - Operations 

Lt Col Marshall - Cmdr 
Lt Col Costello - Operations 
Major Wallace - Safety 

Major Elliff - Cmdr 

Lt Col Coughron - Cmdr 
Lt Col Wells - Operations 
Capt McGhan - Safety 

Major Cline - Cmdr 

Lt Col Britton - Cmdr 
Lt Col Lowe - Operations 
Major Russell - Safety 
Capt Etzel - Standardization 

Lt Col Dixon - Cmdr 
Major York - Operations 
Major Williams - Standard¬ 
ization 

Capt Montreal - Safety 
Major Jones - Cmdr 
Lt Col Peterson - Cisdr 
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2, Prior to the SEA trip a safety survey was conducted of Hq Pec ARRC, 
Hickam APB. Key personnel contacted included: 


Colonel Smith - Cmdr 
Major Foster - Safety 
Major Harden - Safety. 

3 ' A general improvem ent of condition .over those observed in the 
Ja nuary 67 survey was evident. All except a few of the 33 previously 
noted problem areas were resolved or were no longer considered an 
operational limiting factor. Areas of mission interest in which problem 
areas still exist follow: 


PERSONNEL 


a. Units are not receiving information on newly assigned personnel nor 
are they advised when shipping dates change or assignments are cancelled. 
For example: the 37 ARRS had received August EDCSA on three pilots none 
of whom had arrived by 28 September; crew members assigned to the 3P ARRS 
are still being sent to Udom in some cases; newly assigned people 
suddenly arrive without prior unit notification; a significant number of 
personnel imputs are made by AFSC only and individual qualification was 
learned only after the individual arrived (AFSC does not, in every case, 
reveal experience level i.e. RCC or copilot). In general, those concerned 
with personnel expressed a wish for closer personnel coordination, timely 
information, advance notice on personnel qualification, and advice on 
assignment changes (to note a few needs) from all eschelons of personnel,a 


The quality of air crew training at Eglin needs improvement. 




(1) Some crew members have not received a complete training course 
prior to over seas departure. To name a few examples: incomplete air to 
dir refueling training for H-3 personnel, simulated rather than actual 
hosit training, personnel of the first four H-53 crews to arrive at Udom 
did not receive live hoist training and inflight mini gun indoctrination. 

(2) Training records were not always complete and records the 
echool planned to forward had not been received or were incomplete. 

(3) Dot 1, 37 ARRS (NKP) had not received one pilots'flight train¬ 
ing records as of 30 Sept although he arrived 2 Aug. 

c. Some crew members were arriving in SEA units without going through 
jungle survival school, e.g. 37 ARRS, Danang, had 2 P.J., 3 pilots and 

5 flight engineers who had not attended. 

d. Recurring manning problems were evident in units visited. These 
include disproportionate crew ratios, out right personnel shortages and 
low skill personnel. For instance, the following was noted at Danang: 
copilot overage existed (12 RCC and 19 Cp); 3 level airmen assigned 
necessitated a heavy OJT program (maintanence was 86% manned with 39% 
assigned on OJT). A supply and an administrative officer were needed; 
forecast manning was Oct 74%, Nov 66% and Dec 69%, 


It"”'-' 
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e. A number of the fixed wing conversion pilots voiced a morale problem 
coincident with their assignment into the helicopter program. As conversion 
pilots they have little hope of upgrading to RCC during the one year SEA I 

tour and spend the time as copilots. When they PCS from SEA they stand 
good chance of returing to ZI helicopter units - still as copilots. 

AFN 36-11A, para 8003i, perscribes a two year coenitnent for graduate 
of the helicopter school while para 8003i (1) authorises pilots trained 
for SEA in other type aircraft a one year tour. Helicopter conversion 
pilots not wishing to stay in helicopters believe this directed duty in 
SEA is inequitable and that a waiver of the AFM 36-11A directed duty was 
warranted. 

MAINTENANCE 

a. Portable fuel pumps used by HH-3E's at forward operating locations 
remain a problem. Pumps were subjected to considerable handling and 
ardous use resulting in above normal wear and tear. Pumps had been repair¬ 
ed locally and parts were scarce consequently there were periods when 
pumps were in short supply. HH-3E and HH-53 crews need a better, reliable 
light weight portable pump. (This subject is noted in a classified SEA 
report by ARXDC dated 10 Oct 67.) 

(1) Larger fuel pumps mounted on wheels and maintained at FOLs 
were/are subjected to poor conditions of weather, dust, environment and 
possible abuse by local people. One had two flat tires and could not be 
moved easily for helicopter refueling. When large pumps are inoperative 
portables are the only method of refueling. 

b. Procurement of supplies has improved for the HH-3E but shortages 
exist in some prime spares. For example: 

(1) Flexible couplings have caused one NORS-G and two A-NORS 
(1 Oct ). 

(2) 8 of 10 Danang assigned H-3s did not have operable radar 
altimeter. Those at NKP had a similar status. This instrument has been 
almost a prerequisite during ACR missions flown over water during 
inclement weather and at night. A most prevalent cause of instrument 
problems was lack of spares and lack of test equipment. 

(3) The H-3 doppler system has not operated properly and has 
been needed by both 37 ARRS Det 1 and Det 2 helicopters for operating 
over unmapped regions, during instrument flight conditions and for night 
ACR missions. Inoperative systems were caused by lack of supplies and the 
test equipment needed to unite the black box system into one integral 
unit (only test equipment known to be available was located in Japan and 
Nha Trang). Note: HH-53 personnel envision similar operational problems 
with the doppler and radar altimeter in their helicopters. 

(i») An IRAN program has been established at Bangkok for Pony 
Express H-3 helicopters with an anticipated 60 day per aircraft schedule. 

3 ARRGp has obtained four slots on the end of the Pony Express program 
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for ARRS H-3's. (Probably in or later than Jan 68.) As airframe time 
has been reaching toward a high figure it may be well to extend the H-3 
IRAN to include all ARRS H-3's that have been in the theater for a long 
period and/or have reached an arbitrary airframe time. 

(5) Udom HH-53 and the NKP HH-3E personnel stated that supply 
problems caused by unit moves were being resolved. Some problems 
existed in HH-3E special tools as these were divided between ARRS and 
Pony Express when the move from Udom to NKP began. 

(6) HH-43 LBR helicopter FSK hooks were not modified on 3 air¬ 
craft. WRAMA has located one kit and shipped it to SEA the week of 

18 Sept 67. They will have to assemble two more kits to complete the 
TCTO modification of SEA assigned HH-43 helicopters. A supply search 
in SEA revealed no TCTO kits available, therefore, any HH-43 replacements 
sent to SEA should have this modification completed. 

SQUADRON STATUS PET 2. 37 ARRS 


(1) Liaison between the 37 ARRSq and its Detachments 1 and 2 
has been hindered bvpoor communications and geographical separation. 
Squadron status has been request oy t'.q ARRS and this requirement, as 
noted in the SEA Survey, was still valid. Both detachments report 
direct to 3 ARRGp. 

PERSONNEL EQUIPMENT 


(1) Crew Members questioned about the value of ceramic armor 
replied that it protected as advertised but was not suitable for the 
helicopter ACR mission. Height and size was a deterrent to ease of 
movement which was necessary in every crew member's duty. Because this 
armor was form fitting it was worn next to the body beneath the survival 
vest and parachute. This large bulk restricted movement and necessitated 
inflight personal equipment changes for the pararescue man prior to deploy¬ 
ment on the forest penetrator. Except for the pilots "King Arthur" metal 
chest protector,crew members state the pliable nylon "armor" was best 
suited to the mission. 

(2) The "King Arthur" torso armor was apparently issued with 
the HH-3J helicopter when it was introduced into SEA, and crew members 

have insured this armor stays with the HH-3E. Udom HH-53 pilots were y/, 
anxious to obtain similar armor but have been unable to find the source. ' 
Recommend this type armor be afforded HH-53 crews as soon as possible, 
prior to ACR mission activity. 

AIRCRAFT EQUIPMENT 

(1) The HH-43 radio system was not compatable with the assigned 
mission. A real need existed ^forJ > es d lp equipm ent. HH-43 pilots have 
been unable to talk to ground'^jaFties and crew members of other US 
military aircraft. Army Huey pilots flying escort have been unable to 
communicate. In one case a Huey escorting an HH-43 fired a smoke to 
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interviewed were unamious in requests for FM radio. 

ro>. status ’ 

(1) Operating conditions/hazards noted in the SEA Survey / 

(Secret) Report remain the same, basically. 

(a) The primary site runway hasten 

entire length eliminating the ^ ,‘ 8tab iii r ,d area had been 

surface. Parking was limited, however, a sxaoi 

prepared for the HH-S3s. 

1. Living conditions have improved at the RON station. 

( b ) Conditions at the secondary site, except for con.truction 
of an "alert" building, remain the same. 

4. This concludes specific consent on items noted in the Jan 67 SEA 
Survey. 

5. Other subjects of int,r ?“*^ bS *^ ite»! Ilthou^h*Usted 

2TS?. ^y 8 be*IpJlIcITl« b} naturTof the Subject to other 
Tol.T.l ing the same type aircraft/mission. 

3 ARRGP■ TAN SON NHUT 

a. *», XT'* 

~ by and Army Lt Col o/a 15 Oct * „ s ((aval Forces, Vietnam, letter, 

representative and stated in i^Tusis^’ from COMNAVFORV, in Saigon by 
16 Sept 67, the USN would maintain ^ E arrangement wa3 satisfactory 
direct Wire to the 3 ARRGp ^A . effectiveneee of U.S. Forces 

with all concerned and should increase rescue 

in SEA. 

(2) publications/ordcrs 

(a) Field publications issued by field 

- because of the distribution ! 3 ARRGp or HAC - 3 ARRGp. 

3 ARRGp. suggest a change such « H on in the same manner in 

ARRS/PARRC supplements, if written, co 
which MAJCOKS supplement OSAF pub . 

as stsrtiA’nsJffii sr 
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to each unit permitting publication of certain orders directive on the 
unit mission and personnel. This eliminates the need fori 

1. A detachment letter requesting Special Orders, 

2. Group orders preparation, 

3. Publication and exchange of mail between units. 
Suggest use of the same procedure for ARRS Centers. 

(3) Ground accident potential at Tan Son Nhut and surrounding 
areas of Siagon was very high. All manner of vehicles and pedestrians 
crowd the streets day and night except during curfew hours. During 
this visit a traffic survey was conducted by a USAF civilian 
representative from Washington D. C.« On a sample day, 22 Sept 67, the 
following statistics were recorded from 0600 to 2300 at the main gatei 

(a) 11,800 pedestrians entered the base. 

(b) 7,000 two wheel vehicles entered the base. 

(c) 8,200 other vehicles entered the base. 

(d) The peak pedestrian traffics occurred in five minutes 
between 0600 and 0605 when 600 people entered the base. 

Departures were not recorded as these may go out other than the main gate. 
It goes without saying that numerous traffic jams happen and accidents 
occur frequently. The base looks for some traffic improvements as result 
of this survey particularily in bus scheduling and routing. In addition 
the base is clamping down en two wheel vehicle operation by the military. 

(4) Pararescue 

(a) Sgt Hawkins, recently assigned to the new pararescue 
position in the 3 ARRGp, has been making extensive field trips to all 
ARRS SEA units coordinating pararescue mission and training activities. 

He has made arrangements for medical training of P.J.s with local base 
hospitals and conducted standardization visits. The latter were/are 
requisite in most units because of the variance of mission assignments. 

(b) Hq ARRS (AR0AS/P.J.) has tasked Sgt Hawkins to couplets 
the Sky Genie evaluation in SEA. He had received no instructions con¬ 
cerning test parameters, type of harness, environmental conditions, 
terrain requirements etc. as of 3 Oct 67. Suggest this Headquarters 
make periodic contact with Sgt Hawkins to insure all phases of this 

test are completed and to render assistance if necessary. 

b. 39 ARRSq, TUV HOA 

(1) Operations, facilities, administration, personnel, safety 
were observed to be in good condition after the move from Udorn. 

Buildings, ramp space, revetments, quarters and support facilities 


_ 


J i 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 







THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 


S. ' ' ‘ ' ' ‘ • "' ' ■ 


advantage 

Good Personnel Management 

Closer Maintenance 
Surveillance 





0 


were adequate. An agressive self help program in progress was indicative 
of good morale and corporate s irit within the unit. 

(2) On 27 Sept the last HC-130 to phase at Tachikawa returned and 
all future phase inspections were scheduled for Clark AB, PI. 

(3) The divided base of operation between Tuy Hoa and Udorn waa 
subiect of a 15 day test during which all operations were originated end 
ended at Tuy Hoa. There were definate advantages to both staging at 
Udorn and single base operations at Tuy Hoa For instance: 


DISADVANTAGE 

Increase of Non Productive 
Plying Hours 

Loss of POL Close to 
Mission Activity 
Plight Area Intelligence 
Degradation 

All headquarters concerned were aware of this operational chang. test 
and objectives. 

<H) The unit was required to maintain a surface to air capability 

“s; « r=! * 

ARRS Suorest the surface to air need be verified. _ 

LTission“uggest currency be ssint^d * C!ark AB 
HC-130 phase inspections (when an HC-130 unit is operational at ciars.i 

PET 1 1, 3 B ARRSQ . TU Y HOA 

„ .-?=? ,str-»rs- 

asm ,r »: sr-iru- 

due back from R and R, however the Commander was scheduled to rotat 
soon and another pilot was departing for R and R, 

work conditions will also deteriorate 

30 1 d^rind' l the O building C was r «r^ X hot°inside n particularily in the 
evening. Gun storage waa not satiafactory. 
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feat. 


(4) Suggest 38 ARRS assistance in getting this LBR back on its 




d. 37 ARRSQ. DANANG 

(1) ARRS facilities at Danang were poor, however, squadron 
personnel were making progress in improving isiit buildings through a self 
help program. Host of the maintenance function has moved into an old 
RVN hanger at the south end of the flight lins. 

(3) The hanger roof, loosened by explosions during a V.C. attack, 
had two large holes. Pieces of loose corrugated tin roofing flapped ,) 

around in the breeze causing a hazard to both men and aircraft Inside 
Recommended to the unit they have the roof repaired, or removed or v*e’l< 
move out. Prior to SEA departure 3 ARRGp advised the roof bad been 
removed. Suggest the new roof work order IDAN 45-8 submitted 10 Aug 67 
receive expeditious follow up action. 

(3) Location of the maintenance section at one end of the ramp 
and the rest of the squadron at the other end generated soma administrative 
and communication deficiencies. However, the Commander has requested 
squadron offices be moved into three empty RVN buildings near the hangar. 
These buildings can house all except perhaps the pararescue operations. 

This move, if approved, would put the unit in its bast position sinca 
activation at Danang. 

(4) Host of the HH-3E revetments located near the hangar were 
completed. The area was congested and taxi hazards were evident. When 
H-3s were parksd in revetments the refueling probes extended beyond the 
revetment into the road/taxi area exposing then to possible damage. 

The probes were marked and barricaded to preclude accidents. Completion 
of construction will reduce safety hazards but crews (ground and flight) 
will always have to exercise extreme caution in this area. 

e. PET 7, 38 ARRS, DANANG 

(1) Facilities available to the LBR are less than satisfactory. 

All offices and the alert function were located in a trailer with less 
than 400 sq feet of space. The alert HH-43 was parked 1/4 mile from the 
trailer and was across a very busy ranp. When an alert sounds ths crew 
must go to the helicopter by vehicle for which they cannot obtain an 
emergency blinker and which is limited to 15 MPH. 

(2) HH-43 parking,Including the alert bird,was on PSP laid 
over sand. Blowing dust and sand has been a constant irritant and a 
source of deterioration for precision aircraft equipment as well as 
airframe general. 

(3) A better location for the detachment that could accomodate 
both det buildings and HH-43's has been found near the rasp. A work 
order for construction of a new facility was approved in April 1967 
but no action has been taken on this project. The LBR has been very 
active and needs to ralocata in order to provide the bast possible 
rescue service. 


THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 














THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526 




f. OL 1, 3 ARRGP, HONKEY MOUNTAIN. The undersigned did not visit 
this location but those who did noted some hazards to flight during use 
of the new helicopter pad on top of the mountain. This pad located near 
the radar site and TACC complex was exposed to frequent strong gusty 
winds on at least three sides. Suggest a safety survey of this pad be 
conducted by a safety group including HH-43 and HH-3E pilots to 
determine a standard set of rules for use a.g. wind velocity and 
direction limits, weather conditions, pad condition, wind sock, approach 
procedures, who can fly helos into the pad (if high akill level/ 
proficiency is a factor) etc. 

g. PET 1. 37 ARRS, NAKHOH PHAKOH 

(1) The detachment was just convicting a move from Udorn. Of 
nine aircraft assigned five were at NKP, two at Bankok for air refueling 
modification and two at Udorn NORSG (one flex coupling, one cosbat damage). 

All personnel were in place except those soon due rotation from SEA. The 
latter remained at Udorn assisting HH-3 and HH-53 operations. 

(3) Det 1 facilities including quarters were generally good. 

Space, except for the pararescue section, was adequate with all sections 
housed in close proximity to the flight line. The parking ramp was PSP 
and, although crowded, appeared adequate for unit HH-3E's. Some main¬ 
tenance such as jacking was done on PSP in an area subject to use by 
other units. Closing of this area to the Detachment would pose a hardship 
until new ramp construction can be completed. More flying units are 
scheduled for assignment to NKP but, other than causing aircraft congestion, 
posed no immediate problems. 

(3) The NKP move has not changed Det l's alert status. Two H-3Es 
were staged up north each day and two were on alert at NKP. With but S 
HH-3Es available this alert posture has taxed unit resources to the limit, ' 
leaving no aircraft available for training. A number of pilots needed 
transition, air refueling work etc. 

(4) Some concern was voiced over the proposed mission concept 
once the HH-S3s become operational. Unit personnel stated that with 
present resources they would be unable to perform a two ship orbit 
mission in belief the added flying time would soon eat up supplies and 
available airframe hours. They were interested in obtaining new forward a 
sites in the area of primary assignment from which they could stand 

alert. A single ship operation would not be operationally aound in the \ 
Det 1 area of responsibility. mdvjt 


(5) Real concern was expressed with weight of the HH-3E during 
ACR missions. Several touch and go missions have occurred wherein 
weight was a real problem. In one case rescue had to be postponed from 
one afternoon until the next morning where cooler temperatures prevailed. 
The HH-3E could not hold a hover at the high altitude rescue location 
with hot afternoon temperatures. (Later the rescue was successful.) 

The following equipment has been deleted from NKP HH-3Es: winch, 
blige pump, altus lamp, first aid kits, hot cup, pyrotechnic kit, 
anchor and lins, G fils, 1LS control and associated electrical equipment. 
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P.A. set and speakers, heater, blower and ducting, VOR set, all except 
six seats, some crew armor and ammunition. The H-3 cannot stand any 
more weight and perform its current mission (e.g. bullet proof wind¬ 
shield, more armor plate etc.) See comments this subject, Capt 
Penzarella's (ARXDC) Trip Report, 10 Oct 67, Secret. 

h. PET 2, 37 ARRS. UDORH 

(1) Unit facilities were exceptionally fine, probably some of 
the best ARRS has in SEA. Prior to moving to NKP, Lt Col Britton 

and Det 1 personnel did an outstanding job preparing for HH-53 
helicopter and personnel arrival. Very little in the way of facility 
acquisition had to be accomplished by Det 2 people. Helicopter parking 
was expected to be congested, but new concrete ramp construction for the 
HH-53 was programmed. Supplies were still short but coming in in large 
quantities and the maintenance officer anticipated no problems with 
known consumption levels. 

(2) Four crews and two aircraft were in place during this visit. 
Personnel were busy getting organized. Operations P«™elwere not 
award of the concept of operations so operation up north couldb. discus, 
ed only in general terms. Some crew members had been north with HH-3E 
crew. Ops procedures and policies and mission 

firmed up in directive form. Some necessary pre mission training was 
required* Suggest the following! 

(a) Experienced crew members from H-3 operaitons at Det 1 
accompany H-S3 crews north during initial operations. 

(b) Qualified H-53 pilots go north with H-3 crews for the 
purpose of site survey as it fits HH-53 operations. 

(c) The complete concept of operations (flight and ground 
handling) be known to all HH-53 crew members prior to mission operations. 

(d) 3 ARRGp staff personnel review and monitor concept 
of operations with the unit to insure continuityof operations. 

(a) Training missed at Eglin i.a. actual hoist work, mini 
gun firing and air refueling currency with 39 ARRS cm. be completed a. 
soon as possible and preferably prior to ACR mission assignment. 

(3) Liaison with the Karine HH-53A unit at Marble Mountain ha. 
bean excellent. Marine problems with common us.* part * 7!!! t 

known to Det l's Maintenance Officer. Some of these were significant 
.T.n«in. start malfunctions caused by failure of hydraulic -hut o f 
valve (there -as no emergency start system/procedure in)™ d 
erosion from debri, sand etc at unprepared landing sites. Marine 
informaiton revealed that the H-53 can weather a lot of combat 
NOTE- Other military users have built up a wealth of information on the 
TL during £«ti«. that would be of great value to ARRS such 

S ,JZ .« 

and cause factors, unsatisfactory reports and the liks. 
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by regulation to send the Navy Aviation Safety Directorate all HH-3E/ 

CH-3C and HH-53 accident/incident information but we have never 
received any reports from that service. Requests for this information 
from DIG/Safe, Norton have not been productive. Recommend MAC 
attempt to get summaries of maintenance failure reports, accident/incident 
reports and establish, through channels, the necessary liaison that will 
permit a free flow of vital information on the HH-53 and HH-3 helicopter. 

(4) The d tech rep stated HH-53 engines and spares were in 
good shape. He could not build up the spares received in cens because 
special tools needed had not arrived. Also, he said he had been advised 
the HH-53 engine repair facility was to be located at NKP. It would be 
more advantageous to have this facility located at Udom where the 
HH-53 will be stationed. 

i. PET 5. 38 ARRS. UDORN 

(1) The LBR facilities were outstanding, centrally located and 
had no problem areas to speak of." HH-43's were in very fine condition 
and the mission was well managed, offering local base rescue services 
in a commendable manner. Hajor Brubaker, 3 ARRGp Safety Officer, com¬ 
pleted a safety survey here on 2 Oct and found no major deficiencies. 

j. OL 1, 39 ARRS UDORN 

(1) A short visit here revealed no outstanding operational 
problems. Quarters and facilities for transiting HC-130 crews were 
adequate. The Commander was awaiting a decision on HC-130 operations 
resulting from the test of direct operation from Tuy Hoa. Base 
personnel had expressed interest in attaching OL 1 facilities should 
OL 1 stagging operations decrease in size or cease. USAF operations 
from Udom have been on the increase causing a run on quarters, buildings 
and airfield spaces. 

k. General Recommendations: 

(1) Insure ARRS air crew personnel attend jungle survival 
school preferably at Clark AT prior to SEA assignment. This school, 

in the opinion of ARRS personnel in SEA is more important than the USAF ® 
survival school at Fairchild AFB, Washington. 

(2) Provide pararescue personnel assigned SEA an orientation 
course in the use and handling of hand gemades. 

(3) Develops a windshield for the HH-3E (not bullet procf type) 
that does not scratch. 

(4) Obtain for SEA units the new standsrd pen gun and pen 
gun flares model 201, gyrojet. This flare is designed to continue 
upward through foilage etc. even if it deflects off a limb or 
obstruction. (39 ARRS had no pen gun flares available, other vmits the 
old style flare.) 
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(5) Consider armor plate for the HC-130H/P in the area of the 
25 liter LOX container. 

(6) 39 ARRSq HC-130H/P use the 781E aboard each aircraft to 
record information on installed pyrotechnics. 

(7) 3 ARRGp be authorised a space for an OJT specialist. 

(8) 3 ARRGp assist the 37 ARRS in its current OJT program. 

(9) ARRS advise Det 2, 37 ARRS, Udom results of tests and 
restrictions set forth in ASD message ASZTH 89173 June 67 on HH-53 

SN 66-14930. Restrictive items include auxiliary tanks, rescue hoist 
limited to dummy, air refueling, release from VFR flight only limits. 

(10) Expedite delivery of engine particle separation (EPS) kits 
for the HH-53S in SEA. 

(11) Hq ARRS and Hq PARRC continue to send airmail copies of 
important messages to SEA or require an acknowledgement of receipt. 

(12) 3 ARRGp Safety request a one time unit audit for distribution 
of the USAF Safe Driver Magazine and order as necessary to insure units 
receive this publication. 

(13) Eglin CCTS concentrate more high altitude training in the 
HH-3E on: 

(a) High gross weight hover and 

(b) high gross weight maximum performance take off and 
landings. Also, give crews actual practice in ground taxi over rough 
terrain. 

(14) Send the 1370 PfW an ARRS hoist for training use during 
high altitude CH-3C flying. 

(15) ARIOS prepare an OHR on the Flight Information 
Publication (Terminal) for the Pacific and Southeast Asia. This book 
published by 7651 ACISq Hickam AFB is poorly bound and falls to 
pieces when used. 

(16) ARKDC advise SEA HH-43 units the status of the TCTO for 
the large altitude indicator. 

(17) ARASG review 39 ARRSq reports of tests on drinking water 
exposed to high temperatures when stored aboard aircraft. Tests at 
Tuy Hoa revealed heat build up in parked aircraft caused rapid break¬ 
down of chlorine from 2.0 parts/million to 0.0 PPM. This could render 
emergency drinking waterunfit for consumption. The 39th has established 
a procedure which necessitate a daily change of aircraft stored water. 




CARD W. ROTTMANN, JR., Lt Col, "SAP 

Chief, Office of Safety 

Office of the Inspector General 
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0) The primary c-use uf U.is acci.uat wua ^rsonnei 

survivor, in Ids anxiety to ° C g lic cached up to help himself 

and pre-practiced water hoist th0 re3Cue 8Ung , f.ll in the water 



rescue. 


(2) A contributing cause of V « accident was the puncture of thi LPU 
by the sump drpin on the HitfE refueline probe at STA HO. 


E. P.e co..isc.V-a*..ions : 

in ,**«..<*,u«>*.**w 

mphatls on tie fact Hr 1 J7'. a°~iiow ainself to to faced away from the door 
operator in any way. I.e shmdu -11° . operator. This procedure 

and pulled inside the helicopter cabin r«cie sling (horse 

is standard for all rescue device* . . W- J^-tor, ter be utilized 

S&f-S JtTu-S Acrosp^Safety - A.US; 

technical assistance by Hq 

(2) That consideration be 

the rescue oliiv> ^ * n < he slinft* ’ihe 5th AF Sea 

ZXFJZi?J21 StStShTS^A. A- »*»• *»> 

(3) '.hit the 131-31 refuelirv; proto M '‘.1“;^“ ““ 

drain at ITdTlOK MO. jjXg ..aiUbl., notify 37A*. 

S 5S MP. to tit. to ani.ld thl. .»P drtin t-por- 
arily. (ACTION i WRAHA) 
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